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HERE are Minds, we find by Ex- 
z perience, Madam, capable of re- 
ſiſting the Charm that ſeduces al- 

wmoſt all Mankind. Prejudice, 
that Rule of ſo many Judgments, has no 
Power over you, and in ſpight of Appearances 


you have believed that a Woman, under cloſg .- 
Confinement, might be leſs guilty than ſhe ap- © - © 


peared to be ; you have even condeſcended to 
recolleR, that I have already had the Benefit of 


\ ER your 


(2) 


brance of which will be always dear to me. 


given to my Conduct, you have been pleaſed to 

promiſe me your Protection, on Condition that 
1 can juſtify-myſelf from the Suſpicions which 
my Confinement has raiſed againſt me. This 
Condition will, I dare ſay, turn to my Advan- 

tage, ſince I ſhall advance nothing without 
puſting it at the ſame Time in your Power to 
prove by . Teſtimonies, 


The Hiſtory which by your Orders I dall 
relate, will convince you, Madam, that you 
never perhaps had ſo juſt an Occaſion for fol- 
' Towing the Emotions of that Compaſſion for 
the Unhappy, which has made you ſearch for 

them even in "Priſons. You will here ſee a 
young Perſon diſinherited, even before ſhe was 

born, abandoned to herſelf, and led into Temp- 
tations. ald Snares by the very Perſons who 
ought to have been her Defence. What Ideas 

do theſe Reflections call to my Remembrance 

They make me more than ever perceive the 

full Extent of my Obligations; while the 

- Intereſt vou take in my Misfortunes obliges me 
3 . to make uſe of the greateſt Frankneſs, and to 
4 ee a Sinceriiy that will oblige me to 
MF N 1 173488 relate 


your Support on other Occaſions, the Remem- 


However, on the Teſtimony my Superior has 
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relate whatever may appear moſt to my Diſad- 


vantage. After this, can I flatter myſelf with 
_ appearing to you as innocent? Will your Vir- 


tue pardon the Senſibility of my Heart? Alas 
if nothing in your Opinion is capable of ex- 
cuſing this Weakneſs, I muſt from hencefor- 
ward conſider myſelf as unworthy of your Good- 
neſs; however, I feel my Courage revive, . 
when I reflect that the Perſons who are moſt 
ſevere with reſpect to themſelves, are the moſt 
indulgent to others ; and from hence I begin my 


: Juſtification with the greater Confidence, 


But PIT do 1 take up my Pen, when 1 
perceive that it is ready to drop from my Fin- 
gers: All my Misfortunes ſpring from Irre, 
gularity of Conduct in my Father and Mother. 


1 cannot write without mentioning Things inju- 


rious to them, and the Reſpe&t I owe them 


impoſes Silence on me; but the Neceſſity of 


juſtifying myſelf, and the Obligation I owe to 
Truth, obliges me to overcome my Repug- 
nance. TI ſhall not write a Word to their Diſ- 
advantage, without being before-hand filled with 
Confuſion : and here, Madam, you may affure 
yourſelf that my Self. love will be 1 leſs at 
uy That my _ 
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My Father bas been twice married. During 

his firſt Marriage he diſcovered a Taſte for the 

3 | Study of Philoſophy ; the Expences with which 
it was attended began to involve him in Diffi- 

| ' Culties, and the Folly of deſiring to penetrate 
into the Secrets of Nature not only injured his 

Fortune, but rendered him at the ſame Time 
unfit for performing the Duty of a Place, the | 
principal Revenue of which depended on the | 
Labour of the Poſſeſſor. | 


- Al firſt Wife bers him only one Daughter, 
: whoſe Birth occaſioned the Death of her Mo- 
ther. He hoped that a new Marriage would 
re-eſtabliſh his Affairs 3 but his paſt Conduct 
prevented his finding an advantageous Match 
among Perſons of his own Rank. His diffi- 
_- culties, added to the Deſire of gratifying his 
- ruling Paſſion, made him therefore ſeek for a 
rich Wife of a Station inferior to his own ; and 
leſt his Daughter ſhould be an Obſtacle to his 
Project, he married her to the firſt Perſon who 
offered to become his Son-in-law. He was 
recommended to a young Lady, whoſe Mother +44 
hoped one Day to be the Wife of the Farmer- | 
General, who till that Time had been only her 
Protector: And the Fortune that was n 
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was their only Child, I alone was the Victim. 
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her, defacing whatever was defective with re. 


gard to her Birth, my Father propofelto mary 
her. ' 


My Grandfather, who was ſtill living, diſ- 
approved this Marriage, and threatened to diſ- 
inherit his Son, if he perſiſted in his Reſolu- 
tion; but his Injunctions were without Effect 
their Nuptials were celebrated, and my Father 
was diſinherited. Was it poſſible for ſuch a 
Union to prove happy? All the Children that 
were to ſpring from this Alliance were to be 
involved in the ſame Diſgrace; however, as I 


The Expences of the Family were ſoon much 
larger than my Mother's 'Fortune was able to 
ſupport ; a great Part of her Portion was em- 


ployed, as uſual, in purchaſing Jewels, new 
Furniture and Cloaths, They were in hopes 


that my Father, by the Credit of the Farmer- 
General, would obtain the Poſt of Sub- Farmer; 


but he was as unfit for ſolliciting bis Advance- 
ment, as he was incapable of managing Bufi- 


neſs : The Care of his Inſects, his Vegetables, 


and Machines, took up all his Leiſure. He 


never took the leaſt . N about my Mo- 


(6) 
| ther's Actions, or my Education; when he 
was in the midſt of his Furnaces, he forgot that 
he had a Houſe to manage, a Wife to love, and 
a Daughter to educate. 


— 


- I ſhall not determine whether it 60 his In- 


difference to my Mother that made her go in 


ſearch of foreign Amuſements; but it is cer- 
tain that ſhe gave herſelf up to Pleaſure, with a 
Vivacity that hurt her Reputation. And indeed 
a young Woman is generally guilty of Impru- 
dence, when a Huſband is either too inattentive, 
or wants the Reſolution to regulate her Con- 


The Care of Dreſs and of diffipating her 
Mind by Diverſions, alone employed her 
Thoughts; and as nobody took the leaſt Con- 


dern about our domeſtic Affairs, they were 


oon in ſuch a Diſorder as could not be con- 
-cealed. This my Father never perceived till 
his Eyes were opened by his wanting a Sum 


neceſſary to enable him to perform ſome Ex- 
| -fjeriments. in Electricity, which he himſelf had 
projected,” and from which he expected to pro- 


duce miraculous Effects. This - Obſtacle put 
him out of Humour, and he male ſome Re- 


mmonſtrances to his Wife on the Care ſhe ought 
1 4548 to 


(7) 
to take of his Family; but ſhe imagining! that 
her Indifference about an Affair of ſuch Moment 

was ſufficiently juſtified, by her Huſband's Ex- 
ample, replied in a diſdainful Tone, Do 
« you imagine then that I am more fit than you 
to trouble myſelf about ſuch trifling Mat- 


d ters ? I have Servants who are entruſted with 


« theſe Things, and it is your Buſineſs to look 
&« after them; or if that does not pleaſe you, 
« you are at Liberty to take this Trouble upon 
&« yourſelf. Whatever happens, Sir, my Fa- 


e ther won't diſinherit me; he is rich, hell re- 


« pair every thing, and therefore I have no Oc- 
e caſion to trouble myſelf about Futurity. T 
But unhappily for us, this Father, on whom 
ſhe ſo confidently relied, died of an Apoplexy, 
at the very Moment when he deſigned to re- 
eſtabliſh our Affairs; and his Family giving a 
very moderate Penſion | to his pretended 
Widow, obliged her, as the Condition of her 
enjoying it, to retire into a Convent where 
ſhe ſoon after diet. ** 1011105 


ion. ne 

Our Creditors, who ball hoe appeaſed by the 
Hopes the Farmer-General had given them, 
began as ſoon as he was dead to be exceeding 
clamorous ; and at the Head of theſe: was my 


B 4 Siſter's | 


(3) 
Siſter's Huſband, who laid claim to his Wife's 
Portion. After having for ſome time ftruggled 
againſt them, all we had was ſeized upon, and | 
Not the leaſt Hope left of our being able to re- 


cover any thing again: My Father was now 

obliged to diſappear, in order to preſerve. his 

Liberty ; for however unconcerned he was in 
other Reſpects, he was not ſuch a Philoſopher 

28 to regard Captivity as an imaginary Evil; 
when my Mother 1, to the Houſe of one 
of hes Friends, 


As I was ae ten Years of Age, I was 
badly capable of perceiving the full Extent of 
my Misfortune : My Vanity was however ex- 
memely ſhocked, at ſeeing that I had no Ser- 
_, Yants to wait upon me. Diſinherited by my 
- Grandfather, and abandoned by my Siſter, 
who only endeavoured to take Advantage of 

our Misfortunes, I ſhould have continued 

without any Relief, if Mrs. de Lys, a Relation | 
of my Father's firſt Wife, had not generouſly 
offered me her Aſſiſtance. She had always diſ- 

covered an Affection for me; and ſeeing that I 

had no Fortune, ſhe reſolved at leaſt to procure - 

for me a proper Education. With this Deſign 
| the ſent me to a Convent in Provence, taking 
n herſelf the TOP of paying for my 
Board #4 
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Board and Cloaths. While 1 was | there, her 
Siſter, who was a Religious in the fame Houſe, 
conceived a Friendſhip for me. She was treated 
by the reſt of the Nuns with a very great Re- 
ſpe, which ſhe owed perhaps leſs to her Piety, 
than to the Sweetneſs of her Temper and the 
Acccompliſhments of her Mind; Perfections 
which ſhe poſſeſſed in an eminent Dogite- The 
Experience the had acquired in the World, be- 
fore ſhe had conſecrated herſelf to the Service 
of her Creator, gave her a judicious. and clear 
Underſtanding, rarely to be found in a Con- 


This worthy Perſon reſolved to take a par- 
ticular Care of my Education; and ſhe was 6 
far from making me loſe my Time in thoſe 


_ frivolous Employments, in which the firſt 


Years of Youth are generally ſpent, that ſhe 
applied herſelf to the forming of my Judgment 
and the Regulation of my Paſſions. T had fel- 
dom any other Company beſides her's, and 
ſhe knew how to render that . en Im 
the midſt of Amuſements, ſhe fpoke the Lan- 
guage of Reaſon and good-Senſe; but her in- 
finuating Behaviour, and the Friendſhip the 
threw into all her Diſcourſe, ſoftened and ren- 
dered any what might have appeared to6 


Bg % 9 


e ip: 
grave and ſerious for a Child. Thus ſhe turned 
into Inſtruction what appeared to have the leaft 
e Fan, 


15 Mrs. de Lys W me very early to read 
to her; and as ſhe at firſt preſented me with ſuch 
Works of Entertainment as were adapted to 
amuſe the Imagination, without endangering 
the Morals, ſhe inſenſibly led me to approve of 
Books of greater Solidity, and even thoſe of 

Piety, by chuſing ſuch as were free from the 
little low Conceits which a falſe Zeal ſome- 
times intermixes with the ſublime Doctrines of 


"mw Religion. By frequently telling me that I was 


capable of Reaſon, that I had a good Heart, and 
2 Mind already tolerably cultivated, ſhe had the 

Art to make me believe that I owed to myſelf 
thoſe Sentiments and wiſe Reſolutions with 
which ſhe: knew how to inſpire me. By this 
Means my. Self. love became intereſted in my 


KW, Endeavours .to merit her Praiſes and Eſteem: 


Thus 1 was rendęred ſedate at an Age in which 
we are generally n to be Fenn and 
wins | 


1 


As 2 eee were not wy to 


. her, this was the Subject of many of our Con- 
verſations, and. * Motive that made her care- 
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fully avoid ſuffering me to contract that Spirit 
of Idleneſs that accompanies into the World 1 
almoſt all the Girls educated in a Convent. 
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You are not rich, ſaid ſhe; and a Girl with- 
out a Fortune ſeldom meets with a ſuitable 
Eſtabliſhment. My Siſter does not deſign 
to educate you in the Manner you would 
have been brought up, if your Parents had 
not diſſipated their Wealth; her Circum- 
ſtances will not allow her to repair the In- 
jury they have done you ; but her Intention 
is to give you, when you leave this Place, 
what will be ſufficient to enable you to 
learn a Trade. You ought therefore to 
accuſtom yourſelf betimes to work, ſince you 
ſee that this is all you have to truſt to. I am 
not ignorant, that if the Men of the World 


heard me make uſe of this Language, they 


would conſider my Advice as baſe and igho- 
ble ; but you would gteatly perplex them, 
were you to defire them to point out any otder 
honeſt Means of avoiding Indigence: Don't 
therefore imagine, that being born to à State 


of Eaſe and Affluence, you are only made tc to 


employ yourſelf to no Purpoſe. If you Knew, 


my dear Child, how many Women this falſe 


Delicacy, this ill- placed Pride, has ruined 
you would be terrified at the W Y 


(mn) 


6 take particular Care to avoid ging you 
& what is called a polite Education. Another 
ce would have made you hope for an Eſtab- 
e liſhment, by making you acquire agreeable 


“ Talents, by inſpiring you with a Deſire- of 


&« reaping great Advantages from your Perſon”: 


& Vain Illuſions of Pride! Theſe Councils are 


« always dangerous, and frequently become 
« fatal to thoſe who follow them. The good, 
10 the true Education, is that which is ſuitable 
« to our Circumſtances, and to that State we 
& ought to embrace; every other is only fit to 
66 inſpire you with Vanity, to give you chime- 
« rical Pretenſions, a Diſlike to the Station in 
„ which you will be placed, and Contempt for 
« your Parents, or for a Huſband, who can 
only offer you a moderate Fortune. Such 


40 would have been virtuous in Marriage, W bo 


« often, through Vanity, prefer 'a vicious 
Life, attended with greater Splendour. From 
« whence do theſe Irregularitics almoſt always 


« proceed? From an Education by which the 
« Head has been filled with falfe Ideas of © 
« Luxury and of Pleaſure ; that has only added 


4 to their Attractions, by giving them the 
, « Arts of Allurement ; that has made them 
* aſpire to keep Company with thoſe who are 


* too much above their Station, and cauſed 
40 them 
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them look with Contempt on thoſe to which 
c the Unhappineſs of their Situation ought to 
&« confine them. Therefore, my Dear, if you 
« propoſe never to abandon the virtuous Senti- 
t timents you have entertained, employ your- 
& ſelf about whatever will fit you for that Pro- 
« feſſion which you ought to embrace. You 
t have told me that you ſhould like to be a Mil- 
& liner, rather than any other Buſineſs. Iknow 
c that this Trade is under ſome Diſcredit, and 
that the World in general has not too good 
« an Opinion of thoſe who practiſe it. But 
« which is the Profeſſion exerciſed by Women, 
« that is not the But of public Malice? Theſe _ 
* Inconveniences ought not to diſcourage you; 
* your own good Conduct will make you ob- 
« ſerved by every body, and at laſt procure 
you that Reputation which cannot fail of 
* being the Fruit of it. In a Word, the 
« Station of a Tradeſwoman can never be 
ce diſhonourable; and that of a Girl who for- 
« vets herfelf fo far as to deſpiſe Work, will 

« always be ſo, Remember then that you. are 
& not to aſpire after Accompliſhments which 
cannot fail of proving fatal to a Perſon with- 
« out Wealth. You ought not, however, to 


- «6 neglect your Voice ; for that is an Advan- 


« e S Nature; and nr: 
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& Siſter conſents that you continue to improve 
6c 1 Wu , 


Such was che Advice I received from this 
worthy Nun. I -faw her poſſeſſed of the 
greateſt Happineſs : Nothing could diſturb the 


Serenity of her Mind, or the Equality of her 


Temper. 1 ſometimes imparted to her the 


Deſire ſhe inſpired me with of conſecrating my- 


ſelf to God; on which ſhe replied, that as my 
Parents were unable to pay for my Admiſſion, I 
ought to preſerve myſelf from a Fervor that was 
perhaps indiſcreet, and know the World before 


1 renounced it. All who are ſhut up here, 


6 ſaid ſhe, think it a very different Place from 
« what it is: Proper Vocations are formed 
e amidſt the Diſorders that reign there See it, 
„ Child, faid ſhe, but let it be always under 
& the Eye of my Siſter, and be conſtantly on 
40 your Guard againſt the Example and Per- 


1 &« ſuaſions of your Mother, who hitherto, I am 


4 <« ſorry to fay it, has behaved: in ſuch a Man- 


*-ner, as to make me tremble for your Morals, - 


« if ever your Cond uct ſhould be intruſted to 
& her. I am the more afraid on account of your 
& Tenderneſs for her. How niany wicked 
Mothers are there who ſacrifice the Hap- 
7 N of their Daughters, by leading them 

* e into 


A 
3 


\ 
1 


# 3 
& into the ſame crooked Paths in which they 
e have wandered ; and who endeavour to make 
<« their Advantage of it? Baniſh, O Heaven! 
& baniſh from our Minds ſuch dreadful Ideas, 
5 and never ſuffer my lem to be juſtified by 
66 the Event.” 


* , 
11 22. 
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x had for four Years enjoyed my Salary from 
Mrs. de Lys, and the Benefit of her Siſter's 
Advice, when Death deprived me of my Bene- 
factreſs. I then perceived all the fatal Conſe- 


quences of this Misfortune. I was ſoon obliged 


to think of removing from a Convent, where 
no body would pay for my Board, and of leav- 


ing that tender Friend to whom I had ſuch eſ- 


ſential Obligations. With how many Tears 
was the Idea of our Separation attended 
What a Deſcription did ſhe give of the Dangers 
with which I was going to be, ſurrounded; of 
the Artifices Men would employ to furpriſe the 
Heedleſſneſs of Youth, the Credulity of Inno- 
cence, and the, Simplicity of a Mind unac- 

quainted with the World, and void of Expe- 
rience ! What a Picture did ſhe give me of the 
Irregularities into which Love plunges us, and 
the Shame and Deſpair that are its inevitable 
Conſequences! How happy fhould I have been, if 
the Impreſſion her Diſcourſes then made upon 
4 * 


| | NY * | 
/ me had always remained | I left her, or rather 
they tore me from her Arms, with my Heart 
filled with Grief, Efteem, and Gratitude. | 


ao ——_— 
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I was fourteen when I returned to my Fa- 
ther's Houſe. My Parents were re- united; 
but alas! by what Means! One of my Mo- 
ther's Friends had ſettled their Affairs; and both, 
by a kind of Agreement, followed their own 
Inclinations. My Mother was filled with 
Gratitude for him who had 6bliged them, and 
my Father comforted himſelf for every thing by 

the Pleaſures of Study, which were the only . 

ones of which he was capable. I immediately by 

perceived their want of Conduct. Tho? I 

would willingly have taken no Notice of my 

Mother's Gallantries, they were mentioned to 1. 

me by the Servants; who never fail to inform 

the Children of what is moſt to the Diſadvantage 
ef their Maſters. I, however, frequently im- 

poſed Silence on them, and could not perfuade 

myſelf that a Woman, who diſcovered in her 


Converſation the moft refined Sentiments, and ( 
the moſt perfect Tranquillity of Mind, could S 
in reality be ſo very culpable. | 

From whence, faid Ito myſelf, proceeds this F 


- ſerupulous Attention which ſhe would have me 
. | ; pay 2M 
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om 
pay to my own Behaviour; this continual 
Care to preſerve me from all Company that may 
fully the Purity of my Soul; theſe preſſing 
Exhortations to fulfil even the ſmalleſt Duties 
of Religion; can all this be only Hypocriſy, 
a regular, well-ſupported Lie? Are ſuch Mo- 
thers as are themſelves involved in Vice, the 
moſt ſevere with reſpe& to their Daughters? Is 
the Preſident who lodges with us, and who, I 
am told, is the Protector of the Family, the 
Perſon who covers it with Shame, while my 
Father ſuffers what is ſo injurious to him? I 
was then ignorant that nothing is ſo common 


as theſe Kinds of Settlements ; but with what 
Surprize did I afterwards ſee that ſuch ſhameful, 


ſuch ignominious Proceedings, are in a Manner 
authoriſed by Cuſtom, and conſidered only as 
Triftes to which very little Attention is paid. 


Theſe Reflections frequently rendered me 
dull and melancholy ; and one Day, when I 
was more than ordinary oppreſs'd by them, I 
retired into my Chamber, that I might the more 


conveniently indulge the Uneaſineſs they gave 


me. My Mother, who loved me too tenderly 
to ſuffer me to be out of her Sight, had per- 
ceived when I left her, that I was more uneaſy 


| than . and therefore followed me to 
4 know 


(48) 


know the Reaſon- of my being ſo long alone. 


On her drawing near the Door ſhe heard me 


ſigh, and ſaw that I held my Handkerchief to 


my Face, in the Poſture of a Perſon deeply 
afflicted. She was filled with Uneaſineſs: Some 


Words, interrupted by Sighs, ſtill increaſed. 


her Fears; ſhe entered without making any 
Noiſe, and after a Moment's Silence ſhe heard 
me pronounce with a firm Voice, „Ves, I 
« will follow the firſt Inſpirations. that Hea- 
« yen has given me; the Cloiſter is the only 
60 Shelter for Innocence and Virtue; and it 
& was doubtleſs to determine me the more rea- 
« dily to give myſelf up to God, that he per- 
« mitted r me to be the Witneſs of ſuch Crimes.” 


| Scarce had I niſhed theſe Words, when I 
found myſelf tenderly preſſed in my Mother's 
Arms. © Ah, my dear Child! ſaid ſhe, in an 


C affectionate Tone, What has the moſt ten- 


ce der Mother done to make you deſire to leave 
4 her? What Reaſon have you to be uneaſy ? 
« Are you not ſenſible how much I love you, 
| 6 and what muſt be my Surprize to ſee you 
d afict yourſelf in this Manner, without my 
6 knowing the Cauſe ? You have no „r 
« dence in me!“ 


. — 
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I gave her a Look of Tenderneſs: Candour 
was painted on her Countenance : I embraced 
her: She preſſed me to tell her the Cauſe of my 
Tears: I durſt not inform her: And as I only 
made uſe of trifling Evaſions, ſhe threatened me 
with her Anger. Her Uneaſineſs, however, 
ſeemed to ſubſide, when I ventured to tell her, 
that I had taken up a Reſolution to retire from 
the World; where I faw Perſons, whom I had 


believed to be the moſt virtuous, behave in a 


Manner very inconſiſtent with their Duty. 
This Anſwer made her ſeem a little thoughtful: 


When we are ſenſible of our having deſerved 
Blame, we always imagine that what 'we hear 


has a Relation to our own Situation. I ima- 


gined that ſhe then turned her Thoughts upon 


herſelf ; I ſaw her Eyes grow moiſt ; ſhe ſighed : 
My Looks, which were full of Tenderneſs and 
Pity, ſeemed to expreſs my Concern, to requeſt 


her Confidence, and to let her know that I was 
worthy to learn from herſelf the Reaſons that 


had induced her to plunge into a Crime, for 
which I believed ſhe groaned i in ſecret. But 


ſhe was doubtleſs hindered by my X 0uth from 
: opening her Mind to me, 


4 
« If 
* 148 

of 


| in bis Hand, to tempt my Virtue ? How 
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i « If that is the Motive of your Vocation, 
„ ſaid ſhe at laſt, you have been to blame to 
«© take ſuch a raſh and precipitate Reſolution. 


«Your Sentiments, your Education, and my 


« Advice, ought to ſecure you from ſuch Dan- 
gers. There are Women void of Reproach 
in this very World, where you imagine that 


« there is ſo general a Depravation, You ate 


7 not ignorant of the Misfortunes that have 
happened to us: Do you believe that Vice 
<« has not come more than once, with his Purſe 


| 18 many Women would have accepted of Aſſiſt- 
<< ance, tho' a Mind well born will always: be 
& ſhocked at the Motive. But you, Child, 
will never find yourſelf under ſuch Extremi- 

ties: I know the Danger too well not 0 pge- 
oy ſerve you from it with the utmoſt Care.” 


ch had ſtill in all their Purity thoſe RES 
which will admit neither of a Medium nor a 
_ Limitation, with regard to the Reſpe& which 
A Woman, owes to herſelf, and that which ſhe 
at the ſame Time owes to Truth. I could not 
c therefore hinder myſelf from condemning the 
little Sincerity ſhe diſcovered in what ſhe had 
faid. I ſhould have been better pleaſed had not 


my Mother cited her own Example: But from 


a 


A 
. —_— * 


a Motive of Reſpect, I contented. myſelf with 
adding, Suffer me to aſk, What are the 


Means you propoſe to make uſe of, to enable 


me to avoid the Dangers we are ſpeaking of? 
For my Part, the only Reſource I can ſee, is 
«© my being put out Apprentice, that I may 
< one Day procure by my Induſtry the Neceſ- 
6 ſaries of Life, and preſerve myſelf from the 
«© Neceflity of receiving Obligations, which 
„ cannot be offered me without a criminal Mo- 


« tive.” 


« How do you dare to mention ſuch a Thing, 
cc cried ſhe, with a Look of Indignation? My 
« Daughter an Apprentice! My Daughter a 
« Workwoman ! Who could inſpire you with 
„ ſuch low Sentiments? The wy Idea of it 


„ makes me bluſh.” 


L have no Deſign to embrace a diſhonour- 
cc able Profeſſion, I replied ;- there are many 
« Trades in which a Woman may, without 


Shame, be employed; and J ſhould prefer the 


& Station of a Shopkeeper to that of a Chamber: 
e maid ;. for in the State to which our Fortune 


« is reduced, I have no other Choice to-make.? 


* * * 
7 } ' * 
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en my Mother's Eyes, that ſhe was as 


much ſurprized at ſeeing me capable of theſe 


Reflections, as ſtung with Grief at her having 


contributed by her Conduct to expoſe me to 
this cruel Alternative. I ſhould have afflicted 
her too much, had I puſhed it any farther at 
that Time. Her Tears began to flow; I threw 
my Arms about her Neck, and told her, that I 
hoped from her Tenderneſs that ſhe would find 
an advantageous Expedient for procuring me 


an Eſtabliſhment. | 


I have frequently aſked myſelf, why Parents 
indulge ſuch Pride, as to be aſhamed of ſeeing 


their Children in a State inferior to their own, 
without having the Courage to perform for the 


ſame Children, what would procure them 'the 


Means of preventing their Bluſhes. Are there 
- not Fathers, who carry this fantaſtical Humour. 
ſo far, as to ſacrifice their Happineſs, and ex- 


poſe the Honour of their Families, to avoid 
this Kind 'of- Humiliation ? Theſe Men are as 
vain as they are indolent. How many Girls 
are loſt to Society, expoſed during weir whole 
Lives to the natural Frailty of the Sex, and de- 


ſtined from their Birth never to extend their 


Views beyond themſelves, becauſe the Portion 


- their Fathers are able to give them, is not ſuffi- 


cient 
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cient to place them in ſuch a Situation as would 


fatter the Vanity of their Parents! We fee 
them periſh with Vexation, grow old in the 
inner Rooms of their Houſes, and that in a 
Manner frequently burthenſome to their Fami- 
lies, and always painful to themſelves; while, 
if they had been employed in Trade, or had 
married Perſons inferior to their Fathers, they 
might have lived in a Manner agreeable to 
themſelves, uſeful to their Families, and advan- 
tageous to the State. But theſe are Truths 
adopted by no body, for Pride condemns them. 


I could not perſuade myſelf that my Mother 
had voluntarily entered into the Courſe of Life 
in which I found her. Perſuaded that the Pre- 
ſident had taken Advantage of her Diſtreſs, in 
order to force her to a Compliance, I conſidered 
him as, in a Manner, the ſole Author of the 
Errors ſhe had Reaſon to reproach herſelf with: 
Scarce could Þ avoid diſcovering the Averſion I 
felt for him. As ſoon as he appeared, I had al- 
ways my Reaſons ready to offer for my retiring. 
My Mother at firſt attributed this Behaviour to 
the natural Timidity of my Age and Sex; it 


appeared however that ſne ſometimes gueſſed the 


true Motive, and I ſaw that it grieved her. It 


Was, Louhdeſo, theſe. Buſpicions that made her 


take 


(24) 

take an extraordinary Care to avoid ſtrengthen · 
ing my Conjectures. She even deceived me to 
ſuch a Degree, as ſometimes to tempt me to 
believe that the Preſident conferred Favours 
upon us, without her having any Reaſon to re- 
proach herſelf; and I became apprehenſive that 
I had entertained a raſh Judgment of her. But 
I was not long under this Uncertainty ; the 
Imprudence they were guilty of, gave me a too 

certain Knowledge of this afflicting Truth; and 
this determined me to think more ſeriouſly than 
ever of taking my final Reſolution. I ſome- 


time examined whether it would be more ad- 


vantageous for me to learn ſome Trade, or to 
enter into a Cloiſter ; and when J reflected on 
the Impoſſibility my Parents were under of pay- 
ing the neceſſary Expences, I abandoned my- 
ſelf to Deſpair. The only Conſolation I re- 


ceived was that I obtained from Mrs. de Lys. + 


Her Letters were always filled with that Ten- 
derneſs, that was neceſſary to give them full 
Power over my Mind, and to ſupport me under 

as my Uneafineſs. 


„ , 


"It 1 tbe: mean time, the Alteration in 


muy Health and Temper became remarkable: 
| This filled my Mother with continual Fears; 
| ee e ge white iy 
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them, but I infuſed ſuch Haughtineſs into my | 


from my Mother; but nothing ſhould oblige | 


(25) 
ſequence of my Melancholy, affected me much 
leſs than the ill-timed Jeſts I was obliged to 

ſuffer. She who was the Cauſe of my Sadneſs, 
could frame no Idea of the Cauſe, from the 
Coldneſs with which I, for the moſt Part, re- 
ceived her Careſſes. She imagined that I was 
too fond of Dreſs ; and I confeſs, that, on any 
other Occaſion, ſhe would not have been de- 
ceived. The Preſident reſolved to make me a 
Preſent of a Gown, and Suit of Linen, finer 
and more elegant than thoſe I had hitherto 
worn; but I refuſed both, telling him I would | 
receive nothing from any body except my Pa- 
rents. He then inſiſted on my Acceptance of 43 


Refuſal, that he left off preſſing me. My Mo- 
ther ſmartly.reprimanded me on this Occaſion; 
when I replied, that I would ſubmit to Injuſtice 


me to receive Preſents from ſuch a Hand. I 
pronounced, without the leaſt Precaution, theſe 1 
laſt Words in a Manner that left no Doubt of | 
my being informed of Things, of which ſhes _ | 
would have been glad to have had me always 
ignorant. She ordered me to explain what I. ' 
meant, and expreſsly declared that ſhe would 
know it. But the Manner in which I defended 
myſelf, made her comprehend that 1 durſt not | 1 
come to a clearer Explication. You. have, 
3 « qdoubtlcſs, 


or tt. tb. 
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ee doubtleſs, faid ſhe, in an angry and diſdain- 
4 ful Tone, heard ſome ridiculous Story of the 
& Preſident.” She then entered into a Num- 
ber of Circumſtances to diſſuade me from giv- 
ing any Credit to what I might have heard. 
But as I had gained my Knowledge of the Truth 
from what I myſelf had ſeen, I knew how to 


ſet a proper Value on all the Turns he made 
uſe of to lead me' into an Error, 


% No, Madam, faid I, foktening my Voice, 
& no body has deceived me. I have too much 
< Reſpect for you to believe, on ſlight Grounds, 
© Things of this Conſequence. Pardon me, 
ce if I know more than you defire I ſhould. 
4 You may depend on my Diſcretion. It does 
* not become me to criticiſe on your Conduct: 
6 On the contrary, it is my Duty to conceal it 
« from all the World ; and it was with this De- 
& ſign that I begged with ſuch Earneſtneſs that 
4c you would diſmiſs your Servants, who ruin 
% you by their Indiſcretions. I will ſerve you 
* myſelf. My Affection for you will render 
« this Employment both pleaſing and honour- 
& able, and this Regulation may remove the 
& Suſpicions of the Public: It is known that 
we are not rich: The Air of Opulence you 
„ give to your Situation, will always render 

your Conduct ſuſpected. You may even 
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© take another Reſolution, that appears to me to 


be ſtill more convenient ; I have not yet dared 
to communicate my Sentiments of it to you 
and ſuffer me to tell you, that you ought not 
to form a Judgment of them from your paſt 
Fortune and former Splendor, but from the 
Neceſſity you are under to regulate your Af- 
fairs, and to do this by ſuch Means as will be 
the leaſt injurious to your Reputation. The 
Preſident has a Friendſhip for you ; and as 
he is rich, cannot you reap the Advantage 
from it, of placing yourſelf in a firm and ſe- 
cure Situation? Can you think it beneath 
you to enter into Partnerſhip with ſome 
Tradeſwoman, by his advancing a Sum which 
ſhe might improve to your Advantage ? I will 
live with her, perform your Part of the Buſi- 


neſs, and watch over your Concerns, This 
Expedient, tho' it may make you imagine 


that I have not a proper Elevation of Soul, is, 
in my Opinion, the moſt reaſonable : It ap- 
pears to me to be neceſſary, and if I am not 
deceived, it is the only Method of prevent- 
ing your always depending on the Caprice of 
a Man who may ceaſe to have the ſame Sen- 
timents for you; your Situation will be re- 
putable, and | Appearances will no longer be 
95 you.“ 
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While I ſpoke, my Mother looked at me 


with a Complacency and Tenderneſs, that let 


me ſee the was greatly moved; and when I had 


concluded, ſhe embraced me in a Tranſport of 
Affection, crying, © Is it a Girl of fifteen who 


* holds ſuch Diſcourſe to her Mother? No, it 
« is the Voice of Reaſon and good Senſe ut- 
cc tered by your Lips. Yes, this very Night I. 

4 will mention to the Preſident the Part you 


4 adviſe me to take. I have made many Re- 
« flections on what you ſaid to me laſt. Trade 
« is in reality the moſt reputable and honeſt 


<« Reſource we can find; and I would have 


« you preſent at the Converſation we ſhall have 
<« on this Subject.“ i 


* 


"I affiſted at it indeed, but I had the Grief to 


find that the Preſident did not reliſh my Pro- 
jet: He objected to me my Father's ill Con- 
duct: which he ſaid would injure our Credit; 


and declared plainly enough, that he thought 


my Mother incapable of managing any Buſi- 


neſs; but all this did not diſcourage me: I took 


upon myſelf the Conduct of the Enterprize; 
my Zeal made me believe every thing poſſible; 
and I aſſured them, that if they would ſuffer 
me to act, they ſhould be ſatisfied with my 
Conduct. My Mother, who frequently ac- 
quieſced in what I had ſaid, ſeemed as fully per- 
ſuaded as I myſelf was of the Succeſs of my 

Promiſes : 
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Promiſes : But no Arguments could gain the 
Preſident's Approbation. Your Propoſal, 

“ ſaid he, is really a childiſh Project; and it is 
& nothing but your Inexperience that makes 
& you think the Execution of it ſo eaſy : For 
i my Part, I ſhall not ſuffer myſelf to be drawn 
« away by the Charms of Novelty. You can 
« do nothing without a Sum of Money; and 


'< declare that I ſhall not be ſo imprudent as 
„ to truſt you with it. What can be the 


« Meaning of all this, added he, in a reproach- 
« ful Tone? Do you complain, Madam, of 
c the Situation in which I have placed you? Is 
& it not more agreeable to enjoy a State of 
« Eaſe, without Anxiety and Trouble, than 
de to go and deliberately involve yourſelf in 
& Cares that would become diſagreeable a Day 
“or two after you had engaged in them? Were 
% you eyer deſigned to appear behind a Coun- 
© ter? Am I in a Station that will permit my 
« going to ſee you in ſuch a Place? I find that 
C your Deſign is to keep at a Diſtance from me, 
© and perhaps to leave me entirely. This is the 
« Reward of my Affection for you: I did not 
« imagine that I loved a Perſon * of ſuch 
66 * Ingratitude.” 


My Mother could not ſupport this Reproach : 
However little Foundation there was for the 
C 3 . Complaints 
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Complaints he made her, ſhe was fatisfied with 
the Juſtice of the Preſident's Reaſons ; and to 


make him forget a Propoſal which ſhe ſaw had 


diſpleaſed him, the added, looking at me, that thoſe 
ho were not ſatisfied with her Conduct, might 


take their own Meaſures. I felt all the Seve- 
© rity of this Reply, and therefore retired, to give 


Way to a Grief that aroſe from the Apprehen- 

ſions of what I ſhould ſuffer in the State I was 

in, and from which I deſpaired of making my 
Eſcape. 


My Mother had a female Friend, kept by a 
Collector of the Revenues, whom ſhe had hi- 


+ therto forbid my going to ſee, without her ac- 


companying me: But fince our laſt Converſa- 
tion, her Prohibitions were leſs ſevere : She did 
not take the Precaution ſhe had hitherto done, 
to conceal from me her Behaviour towards the 
Preſident; and IJ even heard her one Day tell 
-bim, that the Way to tame my Virtue, (which 
was grown troubleſome to them) was to get me 
- acquainted with ſome body capable of conquer- 
ing the Averſion I had always ſhewn againſt 
the Sentiments with which they were willing to 
inſpire me. In ſaying this ſhe had other Views, 
that had a Relation to herſelf ; but I could not 
at that Time penetrate into them. © If we 
"<6 A en find ont, added ſhe, a Perſon capable of 


* diſcharging 


(31) | 
« diſcharging the Duties of ſome Poſt, we would 
% marry her, and then we ſhould get rid of 
<« her.” The Preſident eagerly laid hold of this 
Propoſal; for he had wiſhed to get me out of 
the Houſe ever ſince he found that my Mother 


ſometimes yielded to my Advice. 


I examined this Reſolution no farther than as 
it concerned me; I was ſtill ignorant of my 
Mother's other Deſigns, and the whole of her 
Conduct made me think, that ſhe was deſirous 
of preventing her bluſhing before me, by mak- 
ing melike herſelf, People always imagine, that 


they have juſtified the Irregularity of their own 


Conduct, in the Opinion of thoſe whom they 
have brought to act like themſelves. In fact, 
ſhe obliged me to dreſs in a much genteeler 
Manner than I had ever been uſed to. She, 
with much Art, taught me the Refinements 


of Coquetry, pointed out how I ſhould put on 
the moit ſtriking Airs, and frequently inſiſted 


on my being dreſſed by her Woman. She would 


ſometimes come to ſurprize me in a Morning, 


and then her Careſſes and Praiſes were never 
exhauſted. Though this ſeemed to flatter my 
Pride, I did not diſſemble how much I thought 
ſuch Proceedings contrary to Decency alf I 
appeared in a Mantulet, or a Handkerchief 


about my Neck, ſhe did not fail to attack me 
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upon it, and even to take it away; at the ſame 
Time aſking, Whether, if ſhe was dreſs'd. in the 
fame Manner, ſhe ſhould not appear as if ſhe 


had been buried. Mrs. de Ia Chaiſe, who was 


the female Friend juſt mentioned, grew- dearer 
to her than ever, from the Neceflity of im- 
proving the leaſt of my Advantages, —But per- 
haps I am as guilty as they in recalling to mind 
ſuch Circumſtances ; I already reproach myſelf 
for having too long fixed my Attention upon 
theſe Things ; but I thought them neceſlary ; 
they diſcover the Artifices that were put in 
Practice to inflame my Senſes, when they had 
loſt the Hopes of corrupting my Heart. 


Tho' I had an invincible Averſion to the 
Things to which they would accuſtom me, I 
could not refuſe to ſubmit to them, in Com- 
pliance with the Friendſhip which Mrs. de la 
_ Chaiſe expreſſed for me; and whatever Cauſe 
of Complaint ſhe has given me by her ConduQ, 
' T ſhall never forget the Services ſhe has rendered 
me. To prove to her that I regarded her as a 
real Relation, I ſometimes called her my Aunt, 
a Cuſtom authorized by the Familiarity in which 
we lived; but which carries along with it the 
Air of a Citizen; which the Rules of TR, 
| without me condemn, | 


Hs 
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I ſometimes ſaw a young Man at her Houſe, 
who aſſiduouſiy paid his Court to my Mother 3 
they made me believe that this was the Method, 
when a Perſon would obtain the Daughter in 
Marriage, and my Penetration went no far- 
ther. This Diſcovery flattered my Vanity, 
without having any Effect on my Heart: My 
Manner of thinking, and the Gravity of my 
Temper, did not lead me to be fond of the 
Men ; they appeared to me to be incapable of 
Sincerity, and a true Attachment. 


The Preſident had a Nephew, a Counſellor 
in Parliament, who was acquainted with my 
Aunt; but he ſeldom came to ſee her, ſince 
my Mother, whom he had diſobliged, forbid 
him her Houſe, where he had lived with his 
Uncle. I had never yet ſeen him; but by the 
Praiſes I heard of him, I perceived that he was 
the only ſenſible Perſon that came to ſee her; 
and I already diſtinguiſhed him from other Men, 
even before I knew him: Had I not reafon to 
fear that to this Eſteem, which was in ſome 
Meaſure premature, there would one Day be 
added more tender Sentiment? Theſe Diſ- 
poſitions however, probably, only aroſe * | 
my Aunt's having informed me, that on 
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ble Things ſhe had ſaid of me, he had 


We often wiſh'd to ſee me. 


Young Durval, whom they had given me as 
my future Huſband, was not long before he 
paid us a Viſit. The Preſident, doubtleſs, 
thought him very amiable, becauſe he wiſhed 
that he ſhould be ſo; and I had orders from my 
Mother to receive him with Politeneſs. I would 
have informed her, that I did not feel the leaſt 
Tnclination for him, but ſhe ordered me to be 
ſilent, with much Sharpneſs and Severity; and 
at the ſame Time let me know, that it was my 
Duty to obey her. Ought I to reveal the Mo- 
tives of theſe Orders ?—I am forced to it, by 
my Promiſe to write without Diſſimulation or 
Diſguiſe. They were intended to conceal an 
Intrigue that I was very far from ſuſpecting. 
My Mother was grown paſſionately fond of 
Durval; which I ſhould for a long Time have 
been ignorant of, if the Imprudence which al- 
ways accompanies Love, had not ſoon given 
me an Opportunity of being informed of this 
Truth. I began to ſee with leſs Surprize the 
AIrregularity of her Conduct, which, as it grew 
More familiar to me, gave me leſs Aſtoniſh- 
nt than Affliction. I had imagined, that 
_ the higheſt Point of Shame and Diſgrace in a 
Woman, was the ſelling her Perſon, and her 
Favours; 


(3) 


"NAY but I ſaw that there was ſtill a Degree 
beyond this, the purchaſing, at the ſame Time, 
the Favours of another Man; and indeed, I 
cannot mention it without bluſhing, that my 
Mother gave with one Hand, what ſhe received 
wich the other: It is then a certain Truth, that 
a Woman, however ſhe may gloſs over her 
Faults in her own Mind, never knows to what 
- Lengths her firſt criminal Indulgences will carry 
her. Durval was a diſbanded Officer of Foot, 
and therefore regarded the Miſtreſs of a rich 
Man as a Prey that Fortune had put in his 
Power. 


My Self-love was extremely ſhocked at my 
having been the Dupe of their Artifice, and 
the poor Tool they made uſe of to ſerve as a 
Pretence for their guilty- Commerce. I could 
not ſee, without Pain, the Sincerity with which 
the Preſident ftrove to oblige thoſe who ſa. 
cruelly deceived him ; whatever Prejudice I had 
before conceived againſt him, I could not 
avoid ſeeing that he made uſe of all his Credit 
to procure Durval a Poſt that would enable him 
to place me in a happy Situation; and from 
thence forwards I began to treat him with leſs 
Reſerve. At laſt he obtained for Durval an 
agreeable Poſt in Provence, with the Hope of a 
"my Advancement 3 and this News threw my 

Mother 
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Mother into the utmoſt Conſternation. It was 
neceſſary to find a ſpecious Pretence for pre- 
venting my pretended Lover's marrying me, 
and his removal. They reſolved therefore to 


have recourſe to me, to help them out of this 


Extremity, by telling the Preſident that I would 


not leave Paris. I ſaid ſo indeed before him, 


but added, that I was aſtoniſhed that they ſhould 
give him ſuch trouble on my Account, when 
from the very firſt Day I had declared to my 
Mother, that I felt an Averſion for him they 
had propoſed to me, and that this Averſion 
was ſtrengthened by the Certainty of the Looſe- 
neſs of his Morals; ſo 'that I could not ſee 
what had been his Motive for continuing his 
Viſits, which were generally concluded with- 
out his ſpeaking to me, or even deſiring to ſee 
me. 


I was not enough Miſtreſs of myſelf to avoid 
ſhewing this little Reſentment. My Mother 
was extremely offended at it, and her Paſſion 
carried her ſo far that ſhe gave me a Box on 
the Ear; at the ſame Time demanding, if I 

intended to infinuate, that Durval had paid his 
Viſits to her. But this Impulſe of Paſſion be- 
trayed her and opened the Preſident's Eyes 
who inſiſted, that ſince he diſturbed the Peace 


of the F mm he ſhould be ordered not to con- 


. tinue 
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tinue his Viſits My Mother pretended that 


this Prohibition was too injurious for her to 


agree to it. Thus we frequently imagine that 


we juſtify ourſelves, by encreaſing the Suſpicion | 
of our being guilty of the Faults, of which we 
are ſenſible that we are juſtly accuſed ; and her 
Obſtinacy was carried fo. far, that ſhe-openly 
declared that ſhe would break with the Preſident, 
rather than obey him. The whole Weight of 


the Quarrel fell upon me, and I paid dearly for 
indulging this Impulſe of Revenge. | 


I was from this Day ſo frequently expoſed to 
ſuffer by my Mother's Humours, that the Houſe 
became inſupportable to me. I went to make 
my Complaints to Mrs. de la Chaiſe, whom I 
found with the Preſident's Nephew. He per- 
ceived the Embarraſſment his Preſence gave me; 


and no ſooner did fo, than he ſtrove to remove 


it. His Diſcourſe was ſprightly and reſpectful, 
his Behaviour decent, with all that Eaſe that 

diſtinguiſhes a Perſon uſed to the beſt Com- 
pany. Their Converſation turned on the Di- 
ſturbances Durval had cauſed in our Family; 
but what was my Aſtoniſhment, when J heard 


my Aunt tell him, with the utmoſt Frankneſs, 


that ſhe thought my Mother leſs in fault than 


the Preſident, 


X# e 
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Mrs. de la Chaiſe has an; excellent Heart, but 
ſhe is very imprudent, and ſometimes, without 
Thought, gives way to the Sentiment which 
the preſent Situation inſpires. She has beſides - 
the Weakneſs of frequently ſuiting her Diſcourſe 
to the Taſte of thoſe who hear her, at the 
Hazard of injuring her beſt Friends, and even 


of betraying her own Secrets, How many Men 


are there who reſemble her ! Her pretended 
Zeal made her proceed ſo far as to make her tell 
him, that it would be the Preſident's Fault if 
my Mother loft him; that he was too weak; 
but that if he had ſhewn more Firmneſs, he 


. would have met with more Reſpect. 


« Permit me, Madam, ſaid Mr. de Maiſon- 
&« court, to differ a little from your Opinion. 


„J imagine that my Uncle behaves as well as 


te it is poflible for him to do on the like Occa- 


0 ſion. Has he not threatened to leave them? 
If he perſiſts in his Reſolution, he will puniſh 


« himſelf more than your Friend. With ano- 


4 ther Perſon his Uneaſineſs would be of a 


« different Kind. Mrs. de Vermont's Inclination 
* for Durval may ſoon be ended; and it is 


«6 not improbable but that his Ingratitude will 


e cure her. Now the Preſident is rich, and 


8 without Children: He will for ſome time 


& 8 6 5 3 find 
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« find the Means of obliging her, and fully - 
£6 Generolity will produce a Reconciliation. 
« As to Durval, he is ſufficiently unhappy in 


cc having betrayed his Benefactor; he loſes, by 


ce this Means, the Hope of ever being united to 
« the Perſon moſt capable of contributing to 
cc his Felicity.” In pronouncing theſe Words 
Mr. d. Maiſoncourt fixed his Eyes on me, 
and then rejoined : * How could he deceive 


* himſelf ſo ſtrangely, when he had the Choice | 
cc between the Mother and the Daughter? Why 
« am not I permitted to declare my Senti- 


e ments ? In what a different Manner ſhould I 
« have ated! *Tis true my Diſcernment 


« would have coſt me my Repoſe ; I ſhould 
« have found a Reſiſtance, which it does not 


« appear that he ever met with; but I don't 


&« know how it is, we ſometimes chuſe to be 
ce treated ill by one Woman, rather than to 
<« be favoured by another.” 


In Reality, returned my Aunt, very much 


& ſatisfied with the little Inclination he ex- 
c preſs'd for my Mother's Charms; I can't 
« conceive what Satisfaction he can find with 
'« the filent Mrs. de Vermont. I love her moſt 


e heartily ; but I can't help ſaying that ſhe is 


« very tireſome : You can't imagine, added 


„ ſhe, with a compallionate Air, how much 
s 
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| ne ſhe has broke for ſome time paſt. Within 


e another Year the poor Woman will be 
« ſcarcely tolerable. . In ſpight of all this, added 
% ſhe, interrupting herſelf, I am very glad of 


„ an Opportunity of telling you, that I have 


© not the leaſt faith in the Maxims you have 
&« been laying down. Really it is in vain for 
you to pretend to all this Delicacy before me. 
& You all of you, Sir, love eaſy Conqueſts, 
« and the leaſt Reſiſtance ſoon tires you, let 
« the Woman be ever ſo handſome.” 


* You are probably ſpeaking, returned Mr. 
& de Maiſoncourt, of thoſe who find nothing in 
© the Object of their Care capable of recom- 


« pencing them for the Favours that are re- 


& fuſed them; I don't know whether, when 
« that is the Caſe, it is our Fault or yours: 


'« The Men can only attach themſelves to the 
40 Advantages you ſet the greateſt Value upon; 


c and you will agree with me, that moſt Wo- 
& men offer nothing to our Attention but what 
% makes us wiſh to free ourſelves from the 


4 Power of their Charms. But if to the moſt 
e engaging Figure, purſued he, caſting at me a 


cc Glance which he ſeemed to endeavour to 
5 conceal from my Aunt's Eyes, and even 
& from mine, there ſhould be added, a ſincere 


- Heart, an Wen Mind, and eſpecially 


e that 


1 


. 
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1 that ſeducing Candor, which beſpeaks the 
e Nobleneſs of the Soul, we ſhall find in the 
« Charms of their Converſation, what will be 
« ſufficient to fix us to them, without our 
<« being obliged to ſtrive with ſuch Eagerneſs 
&* for Pleaſures, from which they know how 
to divert our Attention.” 


Mr. de Ae on concluding, ſeemed 
to ſearch in my Eyes for his Pardon, for having 
made me perceive, that he took me for the 
Model he propoſed. He was not ignorant, 
how much Confuſion he muſt have given a 
Perſon ſo unacquainted with the World as I was, 
if he had bluntly addreſs'd his Praiſes to me: 
Therefore what he added in the reſt of the 
Converſation, was accompanied with all the 
Delicacy imaginable ; ſo that my Aunt did not 
ſuſpect that he ſaid any thing that had the leaſt 


Relation to me. But the more Addreſs and 


Delicacy I perceived in his Manner of treating 


me, the more ſenſible I was to the Praiſes he 


gave me. I could not help letting him ſee be- 
fore I went away, (in a Manner very aukward, 
no doubt, but which had not perhaps the leſs 
Charms in his Eyes) that the Regard he had 
ſhewn for me did not paſs unnoticed. His 
Praiſes, though indirect, flattered my Self- love 


ſo much the more, as I had formed the higheſt 


Idea 
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Idea of him, and the Sentiments he had diſco- 

vered in relation to my Mother, of whom he 
had great Reaſon to complain, ſerved only to 
increaſe my Eſteem for him. 


However, accuſtomed as I had been from my | 


Infancy to Reflection, I ſoon aſked myſelf, why 
I became more attentive to the Judgment Men 


formed of me, and more ſenſible of the Deſire 
of pleaſing them? When I compared the Ele- 
gance of my Dreſs, and the enlivened, though 
modeſt Gaiety of my outward Appearance, with 


the Simplicity J had at firſt adopted, I could not 


help being convinced that ill Example, if it does 
not ſuddenly corrupt a Heart impreſs'd with the 
Love of Virtue, at leaſt inſenſibly tarniſſies its 
Purity. How many little coquetiſh Actions 
did I ſuffer myſelf to be guilty of, and thought 
them entirely innocent, tho' I ſhould always 
have regarded them as forbidden, if I had lived 
- amongſt Perſons who behaved with greater Re- 
gularity. I believed myſelf mighty wiſe, be- 
. cauſe I was not as guilty as thoſe with whom 1 
daily converſed. Do we not always meaſure 
our Innocence by comparing it with the Diſ- 
orders that ſurround us? Coquetry is an Evil 
gained by Contagion : I found it by Experience, 
and did not conceal from myſelf the Progreſs it 
might make, if I continued to breathe an Air 
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ſo unhealthful to Virtue; but what poſſible 
Means had I of ſaving myſelf from this Dan- 
ger? The only Perſon I was acquainted with 
was Mrs. de la Chaiſe, who was but little capa- 
ble of giving me the Advice and the Example I 


had need of. To whom then could I addreſs 


myſelf, in order to change my Situation in a 
Way conformable to my Manner of Think- 
ing? My Grandfather would not acknowledge 
me. He had not even permitted my being pre- 
ſented to him. I was the Fruit of a Marriage 
which he had condemned ; and my Siſter, and 
he whom ſhe had married, endeavoured to keep 


up in his Mind Diſpoſitions ſo fatal to me; I 


was therefore very far from having any room to 
hope for the leaſt Aſſiſtance from any one in the 
Family. The only Part I had then 'to take, 
was to ſearch for-the Means of leaving a Houſe 
that became every Day more diſagreeable, and 
which covered me with Shame : Would the 
World imagine that the Daughter of a vicious 
Woman had the Reſolution to reſiſt the n= 


gion of her bad Example? 


I imagined that I was drawing near the End of 


my Uneaſineſs, when my Mother one Day in- 


formed me that ſhe had found a Milliner who 


would learn me her Buſineſs, and take me im- 


mediately to her, Houſe, on Condition of my 
putting 


Ve 
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1 putting a thouſand Crowns into Trade. You 


. „ muſt, added ſhe, apply to the Preſident for 
this Sum; for I can aſſure you, you have an 
“ © abſolute Power over him.” 


Whatever Averſion I felt to this Step, I de- 
. termined to aſk him to lend it me, and propoſe | 
to give him my Note. This I imagined would | 

give leſs Meanneſs to my Propoſal; however, 1 
it gave me the Boldneſs I wanted. The Preſi- 
dent immediately made ſuch Enquiries about | 
the Milliner as Prudence required, and promiſed 
me the thouſand Crowns without a Note, that | 

& would be of no Service to him, eſpecially as he | 

was very willing to part with it, in order to pro- 
cure me a comfortable Maintenance. This | 
Sum he put into my Hands, as he was ſetting 
out for one of his Country Seats near Paris, 
* | where he was going to paſs ſome time, «« I | 
© ruſt it with you, ſaid he, with the moſt | 


«© obliging Air, notwithſtanding your Youth, | 
and am well perſuaded that you will have (| 
e the Prudence to make a good Uſe of it. 
I wiſh, added he, embracing me with an | 
<« engaging Cordiality, that you may meet 
e with as much Proſperity as you deſerve ; and 
„you may be perfectly perſuaded, that while 
"ve 1 preſerve your preſent Sentiments, you will 


always 
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* always find me ready to contribute to your - 
% Happineſs.” 


I was duly ſenſible of ſuch a noble Proceed- 
| ing; and my Mother congratulated me, in very 
| warm Terms, on the Succeſs of my Negociation. 
| I knew that ſhe had, unknown to the Preſident, 
| created ſome importunate Creditors, and pro- 
poſed her taking what was neceſſary to deliver 
| her from the frequent Viſits they made her : 
But ſhe affected a great Indifference about it, 
and propoſed that my Father ſhould take me the 
| Day before I was to leave them to perform a 
| Vow, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had made when I was ſick ; 
| . and in this Expedition we were to ſet out in the 
| Morning, and to return at Night. My Father, 
after having bantered her on the Delicacy of her 
Conſcience, reſolved to comply with her Re- 
queſt, from the Hopes of gathering a few Plants 
which he wanted for ſome chemical Operations: 
And ſhe alſo perſuaded him to take with him 
| the Preſident's Porter and Houſe-keeper, who 
22 had been left to take care of his Effects: None 
of us were able to penetrate into her Deſign; , 
and, without the leaſt Suſpicion, I put my Mo- 4 
ay in my Box and ſet out, 2 


; A our Return 3 this Excurſion, a Neigh- hy. 172 
1 bour gave us the Keys of the Houſe, telling us | 
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that ſhe had Orders to let us know that my Mo- 
ther was gone to Chaillot, in order to live there 


while the Preſident ſtay'd in the Country, and 
that with this View ſhe had ordered the Goods 
to be removed. We had then a Suſpicion, tho” 
a very confuſed one, of a Part of the Truth; 


but in entering our Apartment, we found it 


ſtripped of all the Moveables, except my Father's 
Chamber, where-my Mother had been pleaſed 
to leave him a Bed. The Porter and Houſe- 
keeper behaved like People diſtracted, and were 
under mortal Apprehenſions, that every thing 
intruſted to their Care had been carried off; 
but upon Examination, they, to their great 


Joy, found their Miſtake, and that every thing 


was left in its former Situation. This, how- 
ever, did not prevent their refolving to apply 
to Juſtice, under Pretence, that the Effects 


taken away by my Mother had been given her 


by their Maſter. I was in the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation. My Father few from me; and on his 
Return told me that the Damage was not ſo very 


great, ſince they had taken nothing away from 
his Laboratory, and had left him his Cake of 


Wax, his Glaſs Globe, and Electrical Bar. 


I made uſe of my Prayers and Tears, to pre- 


© vail on the Preſident's Domeſtics not to make 
as Affair public; and not being able to ſue- 


ceed, 
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eds, I propoſed their going with me to Mr. ds 
Maiſoncourt's ; for as he was their Maſter's Ne- 
phew, - he was the only Perſon proper to dire& 
them what Courſe they ought to take; and to 
this they at laſt conſented. Whatever Appre- 
henſions I entertained of his Reſentment againſt 
my Mother, I had the higheſt Hopes from his 
Generoſity. It ſeems as if Souls, caſt in a par- 
ticular Mold, divine each others Sentiments, 


and act from a reciprocal Confidence, which 
the Event always juſtifies, 


c Tcome, ſaid I, as ſoon as I could ſpeak to 
& him, I come to put my Fate into your 
% Hands.” My Grief prevented my proceed- 
ing : He, with the greateſt Earneſtneſs, defired 
me to fit down ; and proteſted before hand, that 
he was ready to do all that lay in his Power to 
comfort me. His Generofity inſpired me with 
Confidence: I informed him of the Cauſe of 
my Viſit : For while I was telling my Story, if 
I caſt my Eyes on his, I always found in them, 
what was ſufficient to encourage me to proceed, 
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As ſoon as I had concluded what I had to tell 

him, he replied in the moſt affecting Manner, 
J am ſurprized, I am even ſorry, that you 
| 4 have apprehended my ſhewing any „ 8 yy 
& ment againſt your Mother ; I love my Une = 
« cle. "ſl 
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| * ; 7 cle too well to do any thing capable of diſ- 


1 | *, * 


* pleaſing him: I reſpect him in the Perſon for 
© whom he intereſts himſelf, and what Reaſon 
ſoever I may have to complain of her, I will 
not ſuffer the leaſt Step to-be taken injurious 
to Mrs. de Vermont. If I ſeemed diſpleaſed at 


his Choice, it was becauſe I imagined the 


Perſon who was the Object of it, incapable 
of the Return he deſerves ; and the Event has 
but too well juſtified my Apprehenſions. Per- 
haps the Preſident will not be pleaſed at learn- 
ing from me what has paſs'd. Do you, Miſs, 


take upon yourſelf the Taſk of informing him 


of it. But write to him in a Manner leaſt 
capable of ſhocking him. His declining 
Health, and Fondneſs for her who has be- 
tray'd him, require this Management. Let 
him know, if you think proper, how I have 
behaved in the Affair. I deſire this not ſo 
much to make a Merit of it, as to convince- 
him that I have not the leaſt Prejudice againſt 
Mrs. de Vermont. As to the reſt, added he, 
don't regard the Threatenings they have made. 


' Your Mother was Miſtreſs of the Effects ſhe 


took away; and nobody has a Right to in- 


quire how ſhe came by them. Therefore, 


tho* my Uncle or I ſhould be deſirous of re- 
claiming them, we ſhould have no Right to 


1 = 20 do it.“ In this Manner did he endeavour ta 
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leſſen the Merit of the Services he had rendered | A "Y 
me. What appears the moſt criminal in ts 
cc Event, continued he, with a ſorrowful Air, BY 4 
« is, that your Mother could be ſo unnatural 3 
<« as to abandon a Daughter worthy of a better 
«F ate ; whoſe Merit and Underſtanding, I am 
« now convinced, ſurpaſſes even her perſonal 
«c * Charms.” 


I cannot expreſs all the Emotions with which 
my Mind was agitated. I could no longer lift 
up my Eyes on Mr. de Maiſoncourt, after the 
Praiſes he had juſt given me. But my Situation 
happily juſtified the Embarraſſment I was under 
for a Reply. I promiſed to write the ſame 


Night to the Preſident ; he gave the neceſſary 
Orders to thoſe who had accompanied me, and 
I went away, after having aſſured him of my 
Gratitude. | 


I would have taken up my Reſidence with 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe ; but when I had related to her 
what had juſt happened, ſhe appeared very un- 
certain whether ſhe ſhould give me ſhelter. 
This, however, ought not to have ſurptized 
me. I well knew that ſhe valued herſelf on a 
ſingular Delicacy in her Manner of acting; that 
ſhe treated Trifles as Matters of vaſt Im portance, 
and would always find great Diffqukies in the 
ies bf D moſt #4 * 


_— ( 50') | 
m6ft ſimple and innocent Things. It is cer- 
_ tain, that in my preſent Situation there was no 4 
Medium between receiving me, and expoſing 4 
mae to the Impoſlibility of finding a Retreat for | 
that Night. She therefore made long Exami- 
nations to know whether my Father, my Mo- 
ther, and Durval, would have no Objection to 
A her aſſiſting me; and if ſhe ſhould not expoſe. 
j herſelf do any Inconvenience by doing it. In 
- ſhort, to remove this Difficulty, ſhe ſent to my 1 
4 Brother-in-law, to know if he would receive 
me. His Wife and he ſent back ſuch an An- 
ſwer as ſhe had Reaſon to expect. My Siſter 
was born of another Mother; and that, in her 
Eſteem, was ſufficient to juſtify her Coldneſs 
with Teſpeft to me. This Tndifference had 
been carried ſo far as to make her conſtantly 
"refuſe to ſee me; fo that T did not yet know 1 
either the Huſband or the Wife. However, 
the Severity of her Anſwer immediately deter- 1 
mined my Aunt ſhe was reſolved to aſſiſt me, | 
from the only Reaſon that could render i it odious; ' 
 that'is, ſhe granted me from Humour, what, 1 
had been unable to obtain from her Genero- 
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It is cafy to imagine in what Agitations I muſt 
1 the Night: I was ſtill in the moſt dread- 
en an to mY 7 F ate, When” "Dirval 
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came the next Day to let me know where I 
ſhould find my Mother, and to bring her Or- 
ders for my going to her. She could not cer- 
tainly have choſe a Meſſenger more diſagreeable 
to me. I could not help' reproaching him for 
the Crimes into which he had drawn her; but 
he went away without deigning to anſwer me. 


I found my Mother buſily employed in put- 
ting her new Abode in order. Well, Miſs, 
cc ſaid the on ſeeing me, you ſhall be ſatisfied: 
% My Conduct ſhall never more offend you: 
© have broke, you ſec, the Engagements that 
« bound me to a Man, whoſe Obligations in 
« yoyr wiſe Opinion diſhonoured me; and 
« the Money he gave you will contribute to 
&« make us live in a Manner conformable to 
& your Deſires. I don't doubt but you have 
c began to blame the Step I have juſt taken 
c but I could not poſſibly break my Chains any 
&« other Way. As to the reſt, I don't think 

« myſelf obliged to give an Account of my 
„ Actions to any body; and I hope that if this 
« does not find Favour in your Eyes, you will 
© be ſo good as to ſpare the Reflections which 


te you ought to know will be of no Manner of 
"66 Service.” 


* 7 
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"Ste muſt SL imagined me 2% void of 
Common-Senſe, had ſhe hoped to convince me 
by theſe Reaſons. But as my Repreſentations 
would have been abſolutely uſeleſs, I forbare to 
maker her any: She beſides expreſs d ſo much 
Friendſhip for me, that ſhe ſmoothed my Brow, 
without my knowing how to help it. I have 
always felt the greateſt 'Tenderneſs for her, and 
her Crimes have never been able to ſtifle theſe 
Sentiments. | 


We at firſt lived quietly enough; when Dur- 
val came home, I, as often as I could, retired 
to my Chamber. It would be in vain for me 
to deny, that the Idea of Mr. de Marſoncourt 
generally filled my Mind; I yet only thought 
of doing juſtice to his Merit, in order to admire 
his Generoſity ; and yet I doubtleſs already 
loved him; but this Situation was ſo new to 
me, that I was very far from believing that 


Love could receive its Birth in the midſt of 


$ Grief and Trouble, 


+ We whom the Rn next to ours was. 


Durval and my Mother behaved at firſt 
with ſufficient Reſerve; but they ſoon, with- 
out Precaution, delivered themſelves up to their 


Paſſion: They did not even conceal from me, 


(53) 


reſerved. This Conduct «ited me in ch * 4 


Manner, chat T went to the Milliner, with 


whom I was to have entered into Partnerſhip 3 1 


and inſtantly deſired her to take me for my 
work, chuſing rather to become the loweſt Girl 


in her Shop, than to ſuffer the Grief I felt at 

being a Witneſs to what rendered the Houſe 

inſupportable to me. She received me with 

great Coolneſs; but her Huſband gave me more 

Hopes, and promiſed me that I ſhould have the 
firſt Place that was vacant. * © 


I did not imagine that my Situation could 
become more diſagreeable; however I ſoon 


' found by Experience that it might be ſo. Dur- 


val, who reigned with a deſpotic Power over 


my Mother's Mind, reſolved to become jea- 


lous of her Affection to me. He knew me to 
be capable of giving her good Advice, and for 
this Reaſon he employed the loweſt Artifices to 
root out of her Mind all Regard for me. His 
Ill-will was not confined to doing me unkind 
Offices in ſecret ; he did not take the leaft 
Precaution in his Behaviour with reſpect to me: 
Ian ſhort, he one Day carried Things to ſuch a 
Height, as to require from me the Services and 
Obedience that he would ſcarce have demanded 


from a Domeſtic. I confeſs that my Reſent- 1, 


ment was carried to the Height. He preſumed 4 
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to ſtrike me, RAP I forgot myſelf ſo. far -as 
to ſeize a Book which happened to be within 


my Reach, and hold it in a threatening Po- 


ſture: He made ſome Motions to ſtop my 


Arm: My Mother, at the Noiſe we made, 
came running to know what was the Matter, 


informed herſelf of the Quarrel, and ſided with 
my Adverſary-; She even declared that ſhe in- 
tended I ſhould have the ſame Reſpect for him as 


for her, and ordered me to beg his Pardon. 
This Injuſtice made me more than ever ſenſible 
of the full Extent of my Misfortune. Durval 
proteſted that he would not lie another Night 
in the Houſe, if he did not receive the Repa ; 
ration which he believed to be his Due, and 
left it with an Air of Reſentment. He knew 


that this was taking my Mother by her weak 


Side: She ran after him, made him come in 
again; came to me, and throwing herſelf on 
her Knees, entreated me with Tears, not to 
render her Life unhappy, but to- make this Sa- 
crifice for her who had given me ſo many Proofs 
of her Tenderneſs, and that Durval's Heart 
was ſo valuable in her Eyes, that the Loſs of it 


was ſufficient to ſhorten her Days. 


| I conſidered with Terror and Amazement to 
what an Exceſs of Blindneſs we are capable of 


4 being conducted by a ſtrong Paſſion, . I was as 


* 11 whey 


* 
* 


| Grief of my Mother; and when I found myſelf 


hay > 
—— tend 6 


bedewed with her Tears, and ſaw her plunged 
in Deſpair, I was ready to yield to her En- 
treaties. But when I caſt my Eyes on Durval, 
who, while ſhe was in the utmoſt Diſtreſs on 
his Account, was whiſtling an Air, and viewing 
himſelf in an affected Manner in the Glaſs, I 
felt a greater Inclination to abuſe him, than to 
make him my Excuſes ; and I do not know how 
this Scene would have ended, if Mrs. de Ia 
Chaiſe had not entered. I have already ſaid that 
ſhe is compaſſionate ; but it is always when ſhe 
does not believe her Vanity too much intereſted 
in ſhewing a contrary Sentiment : She is giddy 
and ſprightly ; has an excellent Heart; but 
very often wants Common-Senſe: She is, in 
a Word, a fantaſtical Compound of Senſibility 


and Indifference to the Misfortunes of others: 


With a particular Talent for reconciling. Dif- 
ferences, which ſhe does not indeed produce ſo 


. properly by the Goodneſs of her Underſtanding, 


as by the Frankneſs and the Zeal ſhe expreſſes. 


Mrs. de la Chaiſe wept with my Mother; and let 


her know that ſhe was in the Right; talked 
ſententiouſly to me, and told me that I wa not 


abſolutely in the wrong; abuſed Duval, praiſed 


his Figure, his Voice, his Taſte, and embraced 


him. In fort, the dd (e many pleaſant 
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725 Things that we were obliged to Hugh and be 
2X took upon myſelf the Taſk of waiting on my 

Aunt, with a Deſign to ſpeak to her of my Si- 


tuation; but I had ſcarce begun to relate the 
Cauſe of the Vexation I had ſuffered, when 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt ſent in his Name, On 


| perceiving him my Heart fluttered, I bluſhed, 


and could not look at him without great Dif- 
fidence. It is very probable that my Confuſion 
would not have eſcaped his Notice, if he had 
not given me Time to recover myfelf, by ad- 


drefling himſelf firſt to the Miſtreſs of the Houſe ; 


while I, on my Side, thought I could perceive 
that his ſeeing me gave him ſome Emotion. 


Well, Sir, ſaid Mrs. de la Chaiſe, Mrs. 
&, de Vermont's falſe Step ſeems to have recon- 
«© ciled you to your Uncle: He has ſent for 
% you; you have been at his Country Seat: 
„ What has he reſolved upon as to the Fate of 
«our Friend ? I found him, he replied, in a 
« violent Rage: His extravagant Behaviour let 


„ me ſee what an Affection he ſtill preſerves 
1 4 for her. I ſuffered the firſt Emotions of his 


«© Reſentment to ſubſide, and when I ſaw him 
& grow a little more tranquil, I ſaid every 
88 ng in favour of Mrs. ds Vermont that T 
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« cruel Uneafineſs.” I looked at him, and 


(57 ) 
c thought capable of moving him. He had 
« already obtained Orders for her Confinement ; _ 
«© but on my Arguments againſt it, he was 
« very willing to grant a Revocation, which 
I immediately ſent to the Commiſſary ap- 
& pointed to execute them.” Mrs. de la Chaiſe 


extolled his Generoſity in very high Terms, 


and concluded with frankly telling him, that 
ſhe ſhould not have been ſorry if they had ſhut 
up my Mother for ſome Months, to learn her 
how to behave herſelf in a better Mariner. I 


durſt not expreſs the Indignation this Sentiment 


inſpired me | 


- © You ought to be leſs ſurprized at my Con- 
« duct, ſaid Mr. de Maiſoncourt : 1 ſhould have 
<« been more unhappy than Mrs. de Vermont if 
« the leaſt Accident had happened to her: I am 
„ not ignorant, added he, giving me a moſt 
tender Look, that ſhe has a Daughter worthy 
« of Eſteem, who would have been filled with 
«© Confternation at her Mother's Misfortune ; 
<« and I ſhould have thought I had been guilty 
« of a Crime had I not exempted her from ſuch 


bowed, as an Expreſſion of my Gratitude ;- but 
the Colour that came into my Face at that In- 
ſtant gave him a much better Proof of it. 


Ds «My. 


ts). 


55. N Uncle, in 2 told me, 3 
« Mr. de Mai ſoncourt, without ſeeming to 
44 perceive my Trouble, that if he had been 
<« inclined to believe her for whom I pleaded 
& with ſuch Earneſtneſs, he ſhould have de- 


«. prived me of his Inheritance. She has not 
66 made me loſe your Eſteem, I replied ; and 
ze therefore I have nothing to reproach her with: 


46 On the contrary, ſhe has procured me the 
« Opportunity of letting you know, that no- 
4e thing ſhall ever be able to diminiſh my Re- 
« ſpect for you; and for this I owe her mY 
br Gratitude,” 


| What did I feel while he ſpoke thus ? I ad- 
mired the Nobleneſs of his Sentiments. A 
virtuous Mind would perhaps never become ſen- 
Hible of Love, if Love did not make uſe of Vir- 
tue in order to effect it How inferior did all 
other Men appear to him who was the Object 
of my Admiration ! I could not have imagined 
any one capable of ſuch Generolity ; But what 
a ſudden; Revolution was made in my Sen- 
timents by the Diſcourſe which followed what 1 
had juſt heard f | 


cc Do you know, ſaid x my N lian, that 
« J am quite amazed to d heay you ſay, that this 
. [ 7 vo ww 


— 
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Child is in all Reſpects worthy, of Eſteem, 
„How like the Men ! What Deceit are you 
« capable of | Don't I know that you glory in 
“ deſpifing all Women, without exception?“ 
At this Inſtant Mr. de Maiſoncourt's Eyes and 
mine met, and we both bluſf d. You are 
then embarraſſed, continued ſhe, at finding 


4 40 yourſelf unmaſked before one, whofe Cre- 
& dulity you would perhaps ſurprize by Flat- 


A 


4 
o 


; | cc 
14 


tery, though you don't believe one Word of 
what you ſay.” | 


« They muſt know nothing of the World, 
replied he, ſmiling, who can entertain ſuch 
a falſe Idea of Women. I know what they 
can never be upbraided with.“ Oh that 
is doubtleſs with their being old and ugly, 
added Mrs. de la Chaiſe, burſting into a 


Laugh; for Age and Uglineſs are the only 
e Virtues you will condeſcend to grant us, 


Come, don't diſſemble now, becauſe you are 
| « before a Perſon, for whom, if I am not 
- . © miſtaken, you have a kind of Inclination.” ' 
At theſe Words I felt my Uneaſineſs increaſe, 
and I durſt not ſo much as lift up my Eyes on 
him who cauſed it. You tell her, as others 
« Yo, continued Mrs. de la Chaiſe, that ſhe is 
« wiſe; but truely that is only becauſe her 


LS 


« Senſes have not yet informed her that ſhe is 
| I « made 


7 * 
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et made for Love: She hs duns“ Oppestü- 
bc nities, or has never yet been attacked by a 
„ Man that was agreeable to her. Now con- 
4 feſs; is not this the plain Senſe of what you 
& have ſaid a hundred Times? Don't you add, 

ic as ſoon as you meet with Reſiſtance from a 
& Woman whom you have attacked, that you 
« ought to conclude, not that ſhe is wiſe, 
& but that ſhe has taken another into her good 
% Graces, and reſerved her Virtue to be ex- 
« exciſed againſt you, and that then you muſt 
« wait patiently till it comes to your Turn? 


Indeed, Madam, faid he, a little diſcon- 
4 certed ; Miſs muſt conſider me as a Monſter, 


« if you perliſt in degrading mein this Manner. 
e You ought to draw no Conſequences from 


e what I have formerly ſaid, only to awaken 


your Zeal ; from my knowing the Heat with 
& which you would take upon yourſelf the De- 
4 fence of your Sex; but do me the Juſtice to 
6 believe that theſe Paradoxes did not ſpring 
* from my Heart, I have always conſidered 
Women as”——Dear Sir, cried my Aunt, 


3 interrupting him, People do not maintain a 


a0 Subject with ſuch Obſtinacy, without having 


3 ſome Foundation for it in their own Opi- 


. nions; hun dhe Information we hook received 
6 of 


> 
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« mm Life and Manners has informed us, 


« that they are mighty regular, and that the 
c Preſident Dorbiere's Lady is intruſted with 
c the Care of preſerving you from — the | 
cc Rights of our Sex.” 


| Though I could not ene what Mrs. 
4 la Chaiſe meant, I could: not avoid ſeeing 


clearly that Mr. de Maiſoncourt had a Connection 


with ſome Woman. Scarce had ſhe finiſhed 
what ſhe was ſaying, when a cold Sweat covered 
my Face, and I became ſo pale that ſhe aſked 
me if I was ill. Mr. ds Maiſoncourt came to of 
fer me his Service with an Eagernefs,' that let 
me ſee the Intereſt he took in my Health: He 
could ſcarcely ſuſpect that he alone was the 
Cauſe of ſuch a ſudden Change. I begged him 
to ſuffer me to drink a Glaſs of Water, and 
go into the Dreſſing- Room; which I had no 4 
ſooner done, than I ſhut the Door, with 4 
Deſign not to make my Appearance wHl® he 
ſtayed ; and indeed I refuſed to open it when 
he deſired to take his Leave of me: As ſoon as 
meme | Vn 
[13+ ten arw I ie 

| . * ound faid the, with an Air 
« Jarvis her extremely ſatisfied with her- 
« ſelf, that I have ſufficiently diſconcerted that 
1 eu . found that he was 1 
66 "00 | 
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£ + ili, to make himſelf appear agrecable to 


<.you'z and this is not the firſt Time that T 
« © have obſerved it. It was neceſſary for me to 
pull of his Maſk, to prevent your being de- 


d ceived by his Praiſes : He is the arranteſt 


« Coxcomb you ever knew. I ſaw him one 
„ Day at the Royal Palace, with ſome Ladies. 


4. Vou would not have known him: He talks 


4% of Reaſon and Sentiments before the young 


„ Agnes, juſt as before you z becauſe he knows 


« that it is the only Bait by which ſhe can be 


„ taken: But with theſe Women he is trifling, 
6 miſchievous, and full of Slander. How ſorry , 


«4 am I for thoſe unhappy Creatures who are 
« ſuch Dupes as to be fond of him! As he is 
«6 agteeable, the Women ſpoil him by their 
Advances; and this it is that makes him 


- en fo.” « Tt is quite equal to me, 
1 . ing, in order to return home, whe- 


Men very little ſatisfied with the Diſco- 


| veries ſhe had made; and was glad to be at 


| Liberty to indulge the Reflections that aroſe in 
my Mind. Jealouſy was the firſt Senſation 
with which I was agitated. . I could not tell 
why hated ſo violently that Preſident's Lady: 
For tho' I was ſorry to hear that Mr. de Maiſon- 


- - Fourt had fo ill an Opinion of Women, I would 


. — 54 un- 
ö FS i be . TR | arr 


inks well or ill of Women.“ left 


1 
| Greketi to make km Change his Opinion, In 


ſhort, I revolved in my Mind whatever 71 
Aunt had ſaid on = I 


How can ſuch a noble Mind,  faid I to my- 


ſelf, be ſo unjuſt, as to have an Idea of all Wo- 
men, that ought to be confined to thoſe alone 
who deſerve it! What, am I confounded in the 
Throng, and deſpiſed by a Man who has in- 


ſpired me with the moſt perfect Efteem, and 


whoſe Approbation appeared fo precious? 
I congratulated myſelf at laſt on the Knowledge 
I had received of his Character. If I had not 
been informed of it, added I, I might perhaps 
have been ſo imprudent as to prefer him to all 
other Men: And what would have been my 
Recompence? The moſt ſhocking Contempt. 
He who is beloved by Ladies of Quality, would 

deſpiſe ſtill more a Girl without a Fortune q 
tho? he ſhould love me, it would be after the 
fame Manner in which young Men of his Rank 
love a Beggar : Do they condeſcend to enter- 
tain for ſuch a one the Senſations of Ae and 


Reſpect? 


1 
* 


- Theſe Ideas ik „n ien thr Grand 


Days, and I was till filled with them when 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe came to viſit us. On ſeeing 


425 | (64) 
of Mr. ds Miaiſoncourt. This Queſtion made 


me bluſh. | I defended. myſelf with Vivacity 


againſt the Suſpicion ſhe diſcovered ; and my 
Mother applauded the Averſion I ſeemed to have 


for a Man who had diſpleaſed her. I had a 


ſtrong Deſire to perſuade them that I detefted 


him; and I was ſo diſſatisfied with what I had 
heard, that I do not know whether I myſelf 
did not then believe that I hated him : This, 
however, is certain, that I defired to ſee him 
only to have the Pleaſure of ſhewing him the 
Indignation I had conceived at his Manner of 


thinking; and if I ſtill ſpoke of him, it was to 
expreſs the Averſion he had inſpired me with. 


Vain Efforts of a Heart really ſmitten ! If we 
ſeek for Reaſons for hating a Perſon, often ſpeak 
of him to create a Belief that he is odious to us, 
and repeat it to ourſelves in order to be per- 
ſuaded that he is ſo, is not this conſtantly to 


0 „ e about him, and ſhould we do ſo 
if he was really indifferent to us ? But I had not 


yet ſuch Experience in Love, as to perceive 


Marks of Hatred. I ſo little knew the Nature 
of my Senſations, that I believed thoſe I felt for 
Mr. de Maiſoncourt, and thoſe. for Durval, were 
of the ſame Kind. Yet what a Difference was 
there between them ! It ſeems to me at preſent, 


that I choſe'to puniſh the one, that I might not 
W | love 
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love the other.  Durval, on his Side, neglefted 
nothing that could increaſe my Diſlike to him. 
His Ill-humour- broke out fo much the more 
Tequently, in proportion to the ſenſible De- 
creaſe of the Funds deſtined to ſupport his Plea- 


| ſures. The Money being exhauſted, they be- 
gan to ſell the Jewels; the Glaſſes and Linen 
followed next ; the Tapiſtry did not wait long 
before it diſappeared. The Affairs of the Fa- 
mily were however re-eſtabliſhed for ſome time; 
but how infamous was mn Ken this 


was | accomplitiied ! 


ner ds Mode, Glo Püed oi 
nefice in Provence, and was probably ignorant 
of his manner of Life; for he truſted him with 
Effects to a very conſiderable Value, which 
Durval ſold, and made uſe of the Money. His 
Brother hearing of it came to Paris, where he 
was informed of the Irregularities in his Con- 
duct, and Adventures with my Mother. He 
reproached him with his Immoralities, and vil- 
lainous Breach of Truſt ; and vented his Invec- 
tives againſt her, who put him, he ſaid; under 
the Neceſſity of committing ſuch baſe Actions. 
But they both laughed at his Threats, and re- 
plied in the moſt offenſive and provoking Terms. 
The Abbot loſt all Patience, and threatened to 
have them both confined : This only ſerved” to 
14 4 enrage 


9 
enge them the more, and to multiply their 
Inſults ; they 'braved his Reſentment, and at 


laſt carried Things ſo far, that if he had not 
precipitately left the Houſe, they would have 


added Violence to tht . 2 uttered 


gr! dim. 


33 their own Refleiions ſoon — 
them ſenſible of their Imprudence : They were 
not ignorant that the Abbot was protected in a 
ſingular Manner by his Prelate, and that he 
might ſeverely -puniſh them both for their 
Inſults, and the Scandal they had given by 


their Conduct. The Fear of the Conſequences 


that might follow this Event, added to other 


Subjects of Uneaſineſs occaſioned by our Indi- 


gence, rendered our Situation as deplorable as 
poſſible. Howeyer, Providence ſeemed. ſtill to 


offer us a Reſource which we had no Reaſon to 


. — TL! 2 ; a ITY 


Mr. de Ja ha Chaik ies hes. 


tune without being moved with, Pity ; and 
therefore came one Day to entreat us to accept 
of an Apartment in her Houſe, aſſuring us, that 
Mr, Dutertrg, the Perſon from whom ſhe re- 
ceived her Subſiſtance, was diſpoſed to aſſiſt us, 
till my Mother could find ſome honeſt Man 
my would give! ber A convenient Retreat. 


- — 
* 
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* But, | 


*“ feſs that there might be a greater . 
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c But, my Dear, faid ſhe, I adviſe you not to 


c liſten any more to ſuch young giddy- headed 
6 Fellows as Durval: They are not ſuitable to 
« Woman who is paſt the Bloom of Youth ; 
& and beſides, you ſee in what a miſerable Con- 
& dition they leave thoſe who have the Misfor- 
5 tune to be united to them; you are at an 
« Ape in which you N W 12K to ſhew a 


_ © little Prudence.” 


2 1 am as orateful as I ought, replied, my 
& Mother with Diſdain, for the Protection with 
« which Mrs. de la Chaiſe condeſcends to ho- 
c nour me; but my Condition is not yet ſo 
« deſperate as to reduce me to Beggary. If 


& People had the leaſt Delicacy, they would 
5 not render their Offers of Service injurious, 


« by accompanying them with Leſſons that 


& one has no need of. It is a great Unhappi- 


tc neſs to me, that my Choice is not agreeable 
& to your Taſte. But I make love ſo fooliſhly, 


e that I don't meaſure my Affections, like 


“ ſome others, by the Opulence of my Lover. 


It is the Heart that conducts me, and not In- 


« tereſt: And as to Durval's Vouth, there is 
5 not ſuch a Diſproportion between our , 


N. "a Mine 
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t Mine! replied Mrs. de ia Chaiſe. briſkly ; 
* my good Friend, I have not a Girl of eight- 
& teen Years of Age.” She is no more than 
& ſeventeen, Madam, replied my Mother in a 
« bitter Tone; however, I don't know how 


& it is, continued ſhe with a malicious Laugh, 


5. but I, was no more than a vou 
40 had one at Nurſe.” | 


 & That is not at all aſtoniſhing, ſaid my 
“ Aunt with a ſelf- ſatisfied Air, when one has 
ce a certain Figure, one finds an Eſtabliſhment 
et ſooner than others do.“ As to a Figure, 
© my Mother replied, I believe I need not yield 

cc to you in that Reſpect: If I was willing to 

& believe many Men of good Taſte, I ſhould 
| * not know which of us two deſerved the Prefer- 
b ence; however, a fine Perſon without Wit, 


4 js no more than a beautiful Statue, capable of 
et amuſing none but ſuch ; a Lump of F leſh as 


« Mr. Dutertre.” 


% My Dear, roturties Mrs. de la Chaiſe, red- 
* dening with Anger, Wit without Judgment 
e can only form a hair-brained Thing, that is 


e guilty of as many Inftances of Folly, as ſhe 


« performs Actions. You underſtand me, I 

«& believe?” What! replied my Mother, ad- 
ye vancing towards her, do you inſult 'me in 
- 66 my 


—— 
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« my own Houſe ! — This Impertinence de- 
4 ſerves ——" | here threw myſelf before her 
to ward off the Blow ſhe deſigned for her 
Friend; when Mrs. de la Chaiſe retired, utter- 
ing as ſhe went away the moſt provoking Ex- 
preſſions. Thus one of them, by her Haugh- 
tineſs, deprived herſelf of the only Reſource 
that was left her; and the other loſt the Merit 
of her Offer, by the ill timed Advice with which 
it was accompanied. * = 


The laſt Expedient they could think of to } 
eſtabliſh our Affairs, was to inſpire me with a 4 
high Taſte for Luxury and Dreſs. They were — 9 
well aſſured, that, by ſucceeding in it, they 
would find à greater Facility in making mne J 
agree to the Propoſals they intended to make 
me. Durval, in order to prepare me for it, 
ſuddenly changed his Behaviour; he became _ | 
polite and obliging; and did not let an Oppor- | 
tunity ſlip of ſaying gallant Things to me. He 
ſometimes talked to me of a certain Duke, his 1 
Patron, as a Man of the greateſt Bene, 3 
the moſt magnificent Perſon at Cour : His 
Liberality to the Women whom he was 
not forgot in the Enumeration of his great Qua- 
lities : But he added, that he ſhould be very ſorry 
to have me known to him, becauſe he was per- 
ſuaded that he could not fail to become. in love | 
* | with 
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with me, and to make me Offers, that to any 
other would appear very tempting, and that 
might probably ſhock my Delicacy. At ano- 
ther Time he piqued my Vanity, and with all 
his Addreſs endeavoured to inſpire me with the 
Deſire of ſeeing him on whom he made ſuch 
grand Eulogiums. I was at firſt the Dupe of 
his Artifices; and my Credulity itſelf, by in- 
ſpiring him with Confidence, made him diſ- 
cover thoſe worthy. Views he had upon me, 
and become one Day ſo imprudent as openly. to 
explain his Intentions. We had a very warm 
Diſpute on this Subject; but what gave me the 
-greateſt Grief was the Manner in which my 
Mother behaved an this Occaſion. Diſpenſe 
with'my tracing here, Madam, her Diſcourſes 
and Proceedings; it is ſufficient for me to tell 
you, that I ſaw the Event ready to juſtify the 
Poreſight of the worthy Nun who had armed 
me againſt their Snares. I then ſollicited more 
warmly than ever their ſuffering me to go to 

Mr. de Launay's, the Milliner I have mentioned. 
What was my Satisfaction, when ſome Days 
"after, he himſelf came to inform me, that the 
next Day I might accept of the Place which he 
was now in a Condition to offer me The little 
Time he ſtay' d with us did not hinder Durval's 
"perceiving that he had an Inclination for me: 
Ip immediately communicated his Thoughts to 
bits my 
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my Mother, and they both exaggerated the Dun 
ger, I ſhould run by entering into his Fa- 
mily ; they did not perhaps imagine that it was 
ſo great as it was in Reality; but I had too 
ſtrong a Suſpicion of their Intentions to put the 
leaſt Confidence in their Advice; and I ima- 
gined that I could not too ſoon withdraw myſelf 
from the Snares I ſuſpected they were laying for 
me. But when I took my Leave of my Mother, 
it was not without being moved at the deplo- 
reable State in which I left her: My ſtaying 


ſtreſs; and on the other hand, I promiſed to 
| perform Impoſſibilities to A her ſome Re- 
0 ge . „ 1 
9 + ; 1 , 
e 'As * was ene 3 
df in 2 Place of Delight: The Indifferente 
with which his Wife treated me, however, 
| - diminiſhed a litile my Satisfaction ; I thought 
I could perceive that ſhe uſed me thus only be- 
cauſe her Huſband ſhewed more Reſpect to me 
than to the other Girls. But I ĩmagined that 
| by my good Behaviour I ſhould obtain her 
might have conceived. My Refuſal, or father 
my Contempt, did not diſcourage him; he al- 
ways perſiſted in giving me Marks of the Paſ- 
e wem WEN 
ou id | threatened, © 


* * 
. # . 
91 3 - 
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with her could only ſerve to increaſe her Di- 


> L 72) | | El 
threatened him with telling his. Wife," who 
- diftruſted him already; he knew my Situation, 
and was not ignorant that I ſhould have no 
Means of Support if I left him. He therefore 
made no Scruple to take Advantage of the 
Neceſſity I was under of ſtaying in his Family, | 


In telling my Wife, he replied. boldly, you 
% will run a greater Hazard than I: She will 
cc he no ſooner certain of a Thing which ſhe 
4 now only ſuſpects, than ſhe will turn you 
, away; and I defire to know what will be- 
40 eee. 1 $0 121 


? cer 48 the difagrecable Repetition 
of his Threatenings, I took the Reſolution to 
endeavour to pleaſe my Miſtreſs, and never to 
leave her. This Conduct diſeoncerted her 
Huſband: My Aſſiduity, and keeping in the 
Company of his Wife, delivered me from his 
Importunities, and might inſenſibly acquire me 
Mrs. de Launays Eſteem and Confidence. 
Theſe Proceedings aſtoniſhed him ſo much the 
88 not —— to ſuch Re- 
which I oppoſed againſt him z. — 
1 Girls who lived there had ever been able to 
F  _ ſecure themſelyes from his Attempts. any other 
Way than by leaving the Houſe. He was 
nenne W impoſed upon 
I 8 Ait him, 
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him, without being obliged to treat bim with 
| Rudeneſs. It ſeems as if corrupt Minds were 
forced to acknowledge the Superiority. which 


ners, neceſſarily give us over them. . 


Mr. de-Launay's ſeeing that no Man viſited 
me, made him redouble his Aſſiduity, and ſeize 
every Opportunity to teize me with his Paſſion : 
I frequently filled him with a Kind of Admi- 

en when he heard me ſpeak the Language 
of Decency, to which he had not been accu- 
ſtomed. Sometimes he behaved: with Reſpect, 
at others rudely, and then he took care to pu- 
« niſh himſelf in order to make me forget his 
Extravagancies. But how little was he able by 
all his Endeavours to make an Impreſſion upgn 
me ! The vulgar Manner in which he expreſſe] 
himſelf, the Meanneſs of his Countenance, and 
his low and deſpicable Behaviour, inſpired me 
only with Diſdain. Did my Reſiſtance then 
proceed from Virtue ? Was it not rather from 
the Compariſon I made between him afid a 
Man, who was in all Reſpects his Superior, and 
: whoſe only Fault was his having too ill . 
nion of our Sex? It may be ſtill poſlible, I 1 
often ſaid, for me to bring him to juſter Sen- 
timents. If he ſhould. meet with one who has 


* che ridiculous Foibles he has found in 
E thoſe 


— 


an Elevation of Sentiments, — . 


> 


(174 
thoſe- with whom ha bis 1 acquainted, he 
undoubtedly will do her Juſtice. And I re- 
member that, without Conſideration, I pro- 
"poſed myſelf as the Object capable of WO 


him change his Sentiments“ 


1 had not entertained a ſettled Deſire of meet- 
ting Mr: de Maifoncourt. However, I had re- 


marked, that he had not taken the leaſt Step to 


ſee me ſince I had been at Mr. de Launay's, and 
L attributed this Indifference to the Diſproportion 


there was between his Station and mine. He 


had never ſaid in expreſs Terms that he loved me; 


but in ſpight of my little Experience, I had diſ- 
covered in his Looks and Actions, that he did 


not behave towards me in the ſame Manner as 
to other Women. A certain Inſtinct, rather 
than any diſtin Knowledge, informed me, that 
1 had made an Impreſſion on his Heart, ſtrong 

enough to make him ſearch for an Opportunity 
. of bg, me. 


& 


My Mother had Gabe their Quarrel ey 
4orbid my viſiting Mrs. 4e {a Chaiſe ;' T however 
went too ſee her, and in my ſecond Viſit I 
aſked, with the Appearance of great Indifference, 
if ſhe was at Variance with Mr. de Maiſancourt, 


ſince I now never found him at her Houſe. She 


ern that ſo far s he had ſent to let 


Ty | Fa her ; 
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ber know that he would be there in a Moment: 
At this news I felt myſelf much diſturbed; but 
replied, with an Ingenuity of which I myſelf 
was doubtleſs the Dupe, that I feared he would 
come to enquire for me at the Milliner's, which 
could not fail of doing me a Prejudice. 


Abe ie tier to. be behan in lum, 
4 Therefore whenever he preſs'd me to tell him 
+ where you lived, I have conſtantly refuſed 


him, and you may aſſure yourſelf that I will 
continue to do ſo.” I thanked her for her 
Attention to my Welfare; but how little was 
the Agreement between my Heart and my 


1 51 


I had ſcarce done ſpeaking when Mr. de 
Maiſoncourt entered, when my Confuſion made 
him think that he was the Subject of our Con- 
verſation. I will lay a Wager, ſaid he laugh- 
< ing, that you were ſaying no Good of me. I 
& ſee it by the young Lady's Bluſhes. To pu- 
niſh him for having gueſs'd ſo well, I made 
haſte to reply, that I thanked my Aunt fer 
having concealed the Place where I you from 
him. 


How unhappy 4 he, with an 
« Air of Concern: What an ill Office has 
PET E 2 ſhe 


(36) 
«i ſhe Abe me, in giving you ſuch à falle 


| 4 Opinion of my Sentiments Though it had 
„ been true, that T had the Idea it is pretended 


< of the Sex 'in general; would not you alone 


< be able to deſtroy fo unjuſt a Prejudice, and 
ec force me to believe that there are Women 
« worthy of all my Eſteem? Yet I ſee that you 
4 have entertained_a contrary Opinion, and 
te this is an Idea which I cannot ſupport. 1 
cc have not concealed it from this Lady: I have 
& come hither more than once with the Hopes 
e of finding you, that I might remove the 
«© Opinion you have conceived of me, and 
i convince you, that I ſhall think myſelf the 
&« moſt deſpicable Man living, if I did not ren- 
“ der to you, and to many other Women, the 
6 u that is your due.“ 


<< am quite enchanted, cried Mrs. de la 


of Chaiſe, with your making this an Affair of 


„ ſuch Importance. Good now, what mighty 
« 'Reafon have you to concern yourſelf with the 
% Opinion my Niece has of you? Why 1 
could almoſt believe that you were in love 
„ with her.“ Lou have then forgot, ſaid I, 
with an Air diſdainful enough, that the Gen- 
4 tleman is en in love with. Preſidents 
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„ With 


en) 

wn vec} ien An 
Wich regard to the Lady Dees, aw i 
0 plied with Vivacity, it is well known that 1 
« have quitted her; this Lady is not ignorant 
« of it.“ Lou quitted her ! ſaid J with 
« an Air of Surprize : If it is in this Man- 
« ner; you treat the Women you love, I Pay 
« thoſe who are ſo ĩmprudent as to love you. 


„Don't be ſo ready to condemn, me, added 
« he with Eagerneſs : This, ſince you make it 
A4 Crime, deſerves to be explained: You will 
« ſoon ſee that I have never had any great At- 
* tachment to the Preſident's Lady, and I will 
« even repeat to you the Converſation I had on 
« this Subject; by this you will ſee how Love 


«is wented by Perſons of Quality. 


97 The Cheralier e ona af beſt 


6 « Friends, had the Lady Dorbiere, and her 


© Conqueſt had given him an infinite deal of 
Trouble.“ © I am weary, ſaid be one Day 
„to me, of, the Preſident's Lady: Not that I 
« have any Reaſon to complain of her; for 
4+ ſhe is the beſt pretty little Creature: But her 
Huſband plagues me; he regards my Lady's 
Lover as one obliged to be complaiſant to him; 
« ſwallow. his Advice, put one'sſelf under con- 

, ſtrqint to humour bim, and keep. Mie 


add 3 


| (78) | 
If he does not change ſpeedily, I have in- 
formed his Wife, that there is not an honeſt 
«Mar living that will take the Trouble of her! 
« Between you and I, my Friend, you may 
inform your Brethren of the Long Robe, that 
« it is not enough for them to have handſome 
Wives; before a Man of Gallantry will take 
up with them; they muſt be ſociable Huſ- 
s bands, and deſerve to have us pleaſed with 
k them; without which I hereby certify, that 
they ſhall be condemned to love their Wives 
< without daring to own that they belong to 
„ them. But as to the Preſident's Lady, the 
«loves me, and I think J ſhould not abandon 
wy ber to Deſpair; I have therefore reſolved to 
« -pive her a Succeſſor that may recompence 
&« her for my Loſs. Thou haſt the Air of 
8 Magiſtrate z and Conſtraint will be leſs trou- 
4 bleſome to thee than to me. Take this Wo- 
man then; as a Proof of my Friendſhip for 
the. She will have the leſs Reaſon to com- 
4 plain of me, as the Lover I have procured 
for her is inferior to me in nothing; and | 
rat me, if T don't think that is paying both | 
*« her and thee a great Compliment. I have 3 
*& ſounded her about thee, and find that thou 
art not diſagreeable to her. Out of Regard 
« for me then pay thy Addreſſes to her, and 
*" endeavour to diſentangle me: And I ſwear | 
Nr C a 1 upon 


- 
= - 


— 
1 

—— — —— 212 
” 


_— 
«a. — 96 
” 


6790 | 
1c upon my Honour that I will marry the firſt” 
« of thy Widows that thou think'ſt deſeryes to 


4 be treated with ſome Management. I have 


« upon my Hands a certain Ducheſs; an Am- 
« baſladreſs has made me ſome Advances; and 
« the Wife of a Collector of the Revenues has 
6 informed me that my Equipages ftand in 
6 need of her Huſband's, N to * them in 
«© Repair. | | 40 


© You ſee, Ladies, added M. de Maiſmcours, 
0 chat I could ſcarcely refuſe to my Friend the 
«* ſingular Service he required from me. Yow- 
© may depend on my Complaiſance, faid I to 
c the Chevalier; but permit me to explain my 
Thoughts on the Principles you have. taken 
«© up fince you have entered the Guards. How 
« much do I pity you! I ſee you have ſuffered 
0 yourſelf to be drawn away by the Example of 
„the pretty Fellows of the Age; like them 
you ſacrifice: your real Pleaſures to the moſt” 
& ridiculous T rifles ; you ſee only with their” 
« Eyes; you regulate your Thoughts only by 
&< the irregular Imaginations of the Coxcombe / 
«© whom you take for your Models. I; Che- 


valier, have followed the Torrent as you do 
„% now: Filled with the Opinions of thoſe who 
call themſelves the polite World, I have 
0 — to entertain none hut faſhionable Sen- 

wy ö E 4 « timents: 


* 


(8 
ee!timetits t I have facrificed my Reaſon to theſe 
« Opinions; I have purſued the Happineſs of a +. 


«Day. Alas! I only embraced an empty | 
<- Shadow, that always eſcaped from me when | 
4 thought to enjoy it: At laſt, convinced f 
| that I had given way to ridiculous Prejudices, 
«weary of imitating others, and wandering 
with them, I ceaſed to be one of the Vulgar ; 
I quitted the beaten Road; I thought for my- |? 
e ſelf; I followed the Senſations of my own 
« Heart: A Happineſs conformable to my | L 
«© Manner of Thinking, to my Station, to my 
natural Habits, has appeared to me preferable. 
to that you are in ſearch of; and my Feli- 
city has no Dependance on the Ideas of an- 


other.“ 
T 


— ———_— 
urn tt 


But what do you mean by thoſe Prejudices 
you are talking of? cried the Chevalier, in- 
terrupting me; You treat us as if we were the 
< Vulgar ; when it ſeems to me, that you, with 
your ſtaler Morals, deſerve that Reproach 
much better than we. For what is my Plan, 
es if I can ever be ſaid to have one? It is to 
Sſhake off the Yoke of all thoſe antique V ir- 
H tues and ridiculous Follies formerly known 
«by the Names Fidelity, Conftancy, Eſteem, ® 
and fo forth. Theſe; theſe I ſay, ſeem to me ö 
eee of Gallantry ; add 
583; 15 > 4 « thoſe 
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* Perſons, a complete Coxcomb. This is your 
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ti thoſe ho value themſelves: upon ae 
« eee 


Tk. - 1 Goa my. 3 Chevalier, I replied, os 
„ you believe yourſelf, to be a very ſingular 


s ſupreme Felicity; but what will you Gen- 
* tlemen do, when you have overturned all the 
Ideas you had before received; repreſented 
«© Decency as ridiculous; and put Fancy in the 
Place of Sentiment? You will be obliged to 
<< return to the Point from whence you ſet out. 
„ The Taſte of a Day, like its. Faſhions, 
„ have only a narrow Circle to move in. Are 
* not thoſe of your Claſs very like the Marquis 
„and the finical Lady ridiculed by Maoliere P 
«6 Recolle&,- Chevalier, that theſe Irregulari 
tc ties were practiſed above an Age ago, al 
that you are practiſing the Follies of 
* Anceſtors, at the very Moment when 500 
“are pleaſing yourſelf with the Thought that 


« you are an Original. The Folly of the 


% Nation an hundred Years ago ſeems equal tb 
that at preſent :; All the Difference I can ſt 
4 is, that our Anceſtors work Ribbons, and 
« we adorn. our Horſes: with them. At that 
Time the Marquis, like you; ridiculed Vit-- |. 
e tue, Fidelity, and Conſtancy in Love: = 


Kare you ignorant that the ens in our 


4 b 1 * 
ESZ5ͤ D * 
5 


Us 


LY — 


* 6823 


% Days are at leaſt as looſe and profligate, with 
s reſpe& to this Article, as the Men of Qua- 
_ « lity were then? Does any of them value 

„„ themſelves on their Diſcretion, Fidelity or 

„ Conſtancy ? Vanity, Neceſſity, and Conve- 
„ nience, are the only Bonds that unite them; 
they yield, like you, without Scruple, to the | 
* . Jeaſt Diſguſt; and almoſt all in our Days are 

C more delighted with giving Pleaſure to many, 
ce than with being beloved by one alone. Thoſe 

ee whom you would imitate are then only the 

« Apes of their Predeceſſors, and of the Vul- 

ee gar: You therefore deſerve. the Epithets the 

e wiſe Epicurean gives you, and are Men with- 

ec out Character, without Principles, full of 

«4 Prejudices, employed about little inſignifi- 

cant Ideas, and incapable of knowing true 


iesſure. Do not you in Fa; ſacrifice yout 


0 Huppineſs to the Opinions of the filly Women, 
or effeminate Men, who ſwarm in Society ? 
„What Glory, what Advantage, can you then 
receive from your Indiſcretions ? — The Dif- 
| © honourof a Women. Cannot you be happy 
* without covering the Perſon. you love with 
Contempt ? Do you not degrade yourſelf by 
rendering the Altar bene ewf on 0 
Nou offer Incenſe . rp 23 0m; 
'. 485 22653 oft 21:2 FF 
1 , 10 3 =. EE ABUT 


þ *. . 6 

* i © | - 3 "of I * 3 Y - In, 1 
8 # % —- ad at 24 £ kk 

* A. _— ; — 


% Would you. 'become a an Gnigl. 1 che 
Former of a new Sect in Gallantry, dare ta 
14 introduce Morals into your Scheme: Do i * | 
40 its Favour what a Duke, whom you have 
« ſome acquaintance with, has done for the 
„Honour of Marriage. He loves his Wiſe in 
« the Sight of all Paris, and every body knows 
C that he loves her becauſe ſhe is virtuous, Kind. 
« faithful, and attentive to pleaſe him. Al 
4 this was not capable of diſguſting bim; 
66 People at firſt laughed at them, but the Ridi- 1 
« cule is fallen on themſelves, and they begin 
« to efteem them. Take the Reſolution to 
« place your Aſfections on a Woman of real | 
<« Merit, and for her Sake baniſh a fooliſh Va- 
e nity, and every tender Senſation for other 
60 Beauties: Be diſcrete, ſpeak of ber with Pre- 
« caution, treat her with Reſpect, and be afraid 
te of injuring her Reputation. Your Birth, 
« your Station, your perſonal Merit, will go 
© good Way towards making i it the Faſhion | 
% of the Age. By mixing Eſteem, Reſpect, 
&« and Myſtery, with an honourable and lawful. 
« Paſſion, you will render it truly delightfal, 
« and promote the Happinefs of Mankind. Fam 
<< ſenſible that it muſt require great Courage, to 
_ 46. oppoſe a general Taſte that flatters the De- 
66: Cy of the Heart; but what Glory muſt 
| attend 


0%) 

« attend it] Be then, my dear Chevalier, the 
ei Reſtorer of good Taſte; the Enterprize is 
. worthy of your Talents; by this Means you 
ce will ceaſe to be one of the Vulgar, and to | 
an yourſelf by their Prejudices.” 


«'T 'paſs over, faid the Chevalier, the Lab” 
«of: your Diſſertation in favour of the Singu- 
cc larity of your Ideas; but how enticing ſoever 
ce the Manner is in which you repreſent them, 
« I canfeſs that I have not the Courage to put 
65 "them i in Practice. The Vivacity of my Ap. 
& petites will not yet leave me the Leiſure to 
« analyze them. But I ſee in the Plan you 
6 propoſe an inevitable Inconvenience. 1 am 
& afraid I ſhould grow cutſedly weary of the 
46 Morality you put into Love. Don't you 
e know that it is the Women themfelyes that 
& have eſtabliſhed the Mode you complain off ; 
© and that by treating the Senſations of the 
i Heart with a ſcandalous Levity, they favour 
40 their Taſte for Variety But, between you 
« and I now, have you ever known a Girl who 
& deſerved to be beloved in this Manner? If 
« you have been-fo happy as to have met with 
&« ſuch a, one, keep her to. yourſelf; enjoy a 
” . Happineſs which I can ſcarce believe poſſible; 


rent while you wait As I am wiſe enough to 
5 * 0 * follow 


wy 


a follow your . Advice, do me the Serylce T de- 


1918 or? 
12 


« mand from your: F riendſhip.” \ 

' © Thus ended our Converſation. I ſoon after 
« waited on the Preſident's Lady, and told her 
© that I thought her amiable : She at firſt paid 
© no great Attention to me; but as the Cheva- 
© lier did not fail to give her Reaſon for Com- 
6 plaint, ſhe choſe me for her Confident, and 

let me know all the Uneaſineſs he gave her. I 


4 then began to Ar ber that be was unworthy 


4 : = py 


© on my. own Behalf, endeavoured to wean ber 
from a Paſſion that could only be the Source 
© of perpetual Inquietude. I ſpoke of her Huſ- 
band in the moſt favourable Terms; fre- 
© quently inſinuated that ſhe could” enjoy no 
© ſolid, no laſting Happineſs, that did not ariſe 
© from him, and that was not heightened and 
© rendered permanent, by its being founded on 
© Virtue, and the ſolid Baſis of conjugal Af- 
fection. She at laſt felt the Force of my 
hot Reaſons, owned I was right, and at length 
looked on the Chevalier's- Infidelity as an 
Event neceſſary to recall her to a Senſe of her 
© Duty. I muſt 'confefs, that my Satisfaction 
greatly exceeded what I ſhould have felt, had 
I, as well as my Prien triumpkhed over her 
© Virtue, While Things were in this Situa- 


© tion, 
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© tion, my Unde took it in his Heal te marry 
© me, and forbid my viſiting the Preſident's 


Lady: I was therefore obliged to obey him. 


I beg, Ladies, you would tell me, whether you 
now think me fo guilty as you at firſt i. ima- 
< gined ? * 1 . 


* 3 ly Sir, replied I, that you 


N & have ſuch an ill Opinion of the Women, 


& ſince thoſe whoſe Birth and Stations ought to 


6 entitle them to Reſpect are fo deſtitute of. 


6 Principles. : Ichink now, that if you diſeſteem 
45 them, it is more their Fault than yours. — 

« But the Marriage that was propoſed to you 
4 js doubtleſs very advantageous,” added I, in-, 
terrupting myſelf, with my Heart in an ex- 


exe, Agtaion & 413 hotind eng 
lt $4 *4 | » 


* Whatever it is, he anſwered: addreſſing 
11 me with the moſt tender Regard; I cannot 


« overcome the invincible Repugnance I have 
« to ſuch an Engagement. All my Fortune de- 
« pends on my Uncle; but he may deprive me 
& of the Advantage of being his Heir, if he ſets 


| « it at this Price. 7 can form an Idea of no 


greater Happineſs than that of two Lovers, | 
q who, after their being united, give daily, 


6. Proofs of a xeciprocal.Paſhon,” ,. | » 
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1 don't know whether Mr. de Maiſoneourt,: 
in ſpeaking in this Manner, had any Deſign on 
me; but this I am ſure of, that his Delicacy 
charmed me, and that 1 regarded him as the 
Man in the World moſt capable of forming the 
Happineſs of her he loved. Mrs. d- Ja Chaiſe 
had her Reaſons for being but little ſatisfied with 
what he had ſaid ; ſhe therefore ſought to render 
the Converſation general. But he ſoon made 
her forget this light Humiliation, by faying ſome 
gallant Things on her Perſon ; and concluded 
with begging her Permiſſion to preſent to him a 
Friend, whom he had ſeveral, Times before 
mentioned with great un He ſeemed 
to deſire that I ſhould be preſent at this Interview. 
JL. conſented, without Difficulty ; for what, 1 
had heard him ſay of bim, had inſpired me with 
2 great Defire to ſee him: However, as the Mo- 
ment approached when I was to receiye this 
Advantage, I became ſeized with Fear and Un- 
eaſineſs. Mr. de Mariſoncourt had painted him as 
a Man of Wit, whoſe Taſte was as juſt as it 
was, delicate; and I did not d *4bt but that his 
Deſign, in bringing his Friend, was to learn © 
his Opinion of me; I trembled therefore, Jeſt I 
ſhould not ſucceed in pleaſing him. Thus when 
we loye we imagine that all the — of the. 
Object on whom we have fixed; our, Aﬀe 


have a Relation to us. eee 


5 


(#®) 
| ſpokerof kita, his Diſcourſe'was' full ef Enthu- 


ſiaſm”:;' But this Warmth was juſtified by the 
Man who was! the Subject of it“ Mr. de Bor- 
ville, for that was the Name of his Friend, w. 


rvzot only poſſeſſed of the moſt perfect Merit, but 


had Talents that had more than once gained him 
the Applauſe of both Theatres * He Has even 


diſtinguiſhed himſelf" in a Kind of Poetry, in 
Which we have {hitherto had but one excellent 


Author. I imagined that there ought to be a 
different Behaviour to a Man known by his 
witty Performances, than to others: I prepared 
What 1 had to ſay; T adjuſted my Looks; and 
preſeribed to myſelf a ferent Way of ſpeaking 
from what I was accuſtomed to make uſe of; 
that is to ſay, I did whatever was requiſite to 
make me appear worſe than uſual. I was then 
ignorant chat Wit was: what Mr. de Berville ſet 
the leaft>Valus upon 2 He poſſeſſes the Perfec- 
tions of the Heart in a much more eminent De- 
geg ant by theſe alone he chuſes to be diſtin- 
guiſhed. He is a warm and zealous Friend, a 
tender und faithſtil Huſband, an agreeable Com. 


demon; and; without Affeclation or Deſign, he 


only employs himſelf in making all with whom 
lie converſes appear to Advantage. It was then 
to very little Purpoſe that I took ſuch Pains to 
prepare myſelf fo for appearing before him; but 
ty Error did not lift long; fot the firſt Proof 
= za he 


. 
— 


* 1 n 4 * 7 
1 * 
* 


ey ) 
he gave me of his; Superiority. rn 


me forget it. He knew ſo well how to deſcend 
to a level with me, that I was frequently tempted! 


to believe that I had as much Wit as he; and 


the advantageous Impreſſion I ſeemed to make 
upon him, completed the Confidencel received. 
I was ſo much the more pleaſed with his En- 
comiums, as none of them ſeemed to be-uttered: 
with a Deſign to praiſe me: And theſe: were ſo 
delicately touched, that Mrs. de la Chaiſe did not 
even imagine that he ſaid the leaſt: flattering 
Thing to me. As: to her, he ſuited himſelf to 
her Diſpoſition. by complimenting her in ſuch 
plain Terme, as to be underſtood without any 
great Effort of the Imagination. I was per- 
fectly ſenſible of the Value of that Difference he 
put between my Aunt and me. I thought I 
had a ſecond Time made a conqueſt of Mr. an 
Mai ſontourt, when he informed me of the favour- 


able Judgment his Friend had given of me. It 


ſeemed as if from that Moment I ought to be 
more certain of his Heart, and from that Time 
mine was more tenderly devoted to him than ever. 
But notwithſtanding my being entertained with 
ſuch agreeable Senſations, I was always attentive 
to the Fate of my NT Te TIT 


- The Abbe Durval had carried his Din 
further than I had imagined; ' I Was informed 
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that he had cauſed his Brother to de ubeugig- 
Priſon, and that the Fear of loſing alſo her Li- 
berty had determined my Mother to diſappear 
and conceal herſelf. I could not help weeping 
for her Misfortune: It was 'impoſlible for her 
to be in an eaſy Situation: I cauſed all ima- 
ginable Inquiries to be made to diſcover her Re- 
treat, but all in vain. How many Reflections 
did I then make on the Calamities of our Fa- 
mily ; on the deſerted Situation I was in; and on 
the Uncertainty of my Fate with reſpect to Fu- 
turity I Perſuaded that we ſhould never proſper, 
while we bore the Hatred of thoſe who gave us 
Birth, Loften ſtrove to find out ſome Means of 
prevailing on my Grandfather to reſtore us to 
his Favour; but my Siſter and her Huſband 
kept about him in ſuch a Manner, that I bad: 
no Hopes of ſucceeding in it. I then perceived, 
in allits force, the Neceſfity there was of relying. 
on my Labour, and the Advice of the good 
Nun: And to complete my Misfortune, I re- 
ceived no more Letters from that worthy Wo- 
man, for her . e ge en 


* 4 bort! 9 13 . 
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"In a little Time 1 Nr all the Progreſs 5a 
ceſſary to make me capable of following the 
Trade in which I was engaged: I already began 
to have a Proſpect of a more happy Fate, hen 
z | Mr. 


659 
Mr. 4 Launays Extravaganeies plunged m 


again into new Misfortunes-. * n m ue 


Atti oh ff eid in n bless tt n 01 Sn 
His Wife had the ſame Opinion of me that 
Women commonly have of one another : They 
_ with Difficulty believe them virtuous, and give 

an eaſy Credit to their being vicious. Notwith - 
ſanding all the Pains I took to undeteive her; 
ſhe always ſuſpected me, and thought my Re- 
ſiſtance was only deſigned to ſet a higher Price 
on my Conqueſt. She had many Times been 
willing to turn me away; but her Huſband 
ſtrongly oppoſed it ; and the polite Manner in 
which I ſold Things to her Advantage, was a 
| ſecond Motive that had ſuſpended the Effects of 
her II- will: She therefore ſatisfied. herſelf with 
watching me. Her Huſband, who had always 
his Deſigns in view, had often attempted” to in- 
troduce himſelf into my Chamber; but he was 
always diſappointed: He reſolved however to 
make a laſt Attempt, which he concerted with 


one of his other Servants: They choſe a Night 


when his Wife was abſent, and the other young 
Women were buſy in the back Shop, finiſhing 
à Suit of Headeloaths which you, Madam, de- 

figned for the young Lady your Daughter, who 
was that Night to be married. They gave me a 
Part of the Work, and under- the Pretence that 


the Number of the Workwomen would hinder 
26K) . | each. 


E 


eh other, ſens me, with my Companion, to 
work in my Apartment. Mr. de, Launay ſoon 
came to us, and told us that his Wife being 
gone to buy ſome Lace, we ſhould: have the 
Liberty of converſing without exciting her An- 
ger. I foreſaw: that he was going to ſpeak of 
his Paſſion; but the Preſence of my Companion 
gave me Encouragement . I was not deceived ; 
his Diſoourſe was at firſt accompanied with all 
the Reſpect of which he was capable. As ſoon 
as” ſhe who was at work with me ſaw the Con- 
verſation begun, ſhe made a Pretence for going 
dowen Stairs, which at that Moment I faw 
without diſtruſt, thoꝰ the Care ſhie took to ſhut 
me 1 21 
ne ds _ Behaviour m. : 
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„eee alads with mocks bats 
| auen btb might get rid of his Im- 
Fortunity, I reſe vvith a Deſign to leave him; 
hut he forced me to ſtay, he held me faſt in his 
Arms: I ſtruggled to get from him: His Wife 
pbounced into the Room with Fury in her Eyes. 
Her Huſband was the firſt Victim of her Rage; 
but ſhe ſoon left him to fall upon me; when 
her Reſentment was carried ſo far, that to avoid 
its Effects, I was. obliged to leave the Room, 
and run down Stairs: She followed me, giving 
me the moſt ſcandalous Names, and proteſting 
150 that 
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dba the would chat es = a 
Hole; © bi d 13k biet vm 
The preſing Neceſſity y your Lene e 
for the Headcloaths we were making for you, 
had brought you to Mr. de Launay's, you were 
them, when JI appeared, purſued by my Mi- 
ſtreſs. Vour Preſence was not ſufficient: 0 
calm her Rage. To juſtify her Extravagances 
ſhe told you what ſhe had ſeen, but in ſuch a 
Manner as to make you believe that I was guilty ; 
and when I attempted to reply in my own De- 
fence, ſhe knew ſo little the Reſpect due to you, 
that ſhe came forwards to uſe me ill. However 
my Tears and Conſternation moved you, and 
vou had the Goodneſs to ſpeak in my Favour; 
but your Endeavours were ineffectual; Mrs. de 
Launay perſiſted in her Reſolution to oblige me 
to go by myſelf to Mrs. de la Chaiſes, though it 
was then late. Not being able to prevail on 
her, you was pleaſed to give me one of your 
Men to accompany me; by accepted of him 1 
Funn, and left her. fl ; 
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1 ee bg u Na at ſuch an 
Hoary and therefore could not gain Admiſfion 
till L had wakened the Famity. Was it Peible 


| for me to foreſee, chat u k ſttänge Fatality, 
I the 
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the \Affiftance you had the Goodriefs to afford 

me, ſhould be turned againſt me ? Mrs. de ia 

| Chaiſe reproached me with much Heat, for being 

ſo imprudent as to ſuffer? thyſelf to be con- 
ducted to her Houſe in the middle of the N iglrt 

by a geryant in a rich Livery :- Her Neighbours | 


- ſheifaid, could not fail to draw, from it Con- 
jactures that would be very injurious to me. 
And as to the Men, __ never e to judge 
57 ver Naa | 
J. AP 120 
te = . next nts ſee 
Mrs. de la Ghaiſe,] who told him what had hap- 
pened to me; and the lively Intereſt he took 
in my Situation moved me extremely. What 
then muſt be done with this lovely Girl ?” 
ſaid he; very afteRionately.. + We will ſeek 
 & another Shop,” replied my Aunt. < Good 
God, , replied he, with a deep Sigh ; a Shop 
. fora Perſon ſo worthy of a better Fate! It is 
4 « cruel that one cannot wiſh her leſs Delicacy, 
Lo hon rendering her leſs worthy of Eſteem! 
« What would I not do to give you all the 
« Proofs of my Affection that your State re- 
« quires ! But the Aſſiſtance which it is in my 
an Power to offer you, would appear to you as 
Anheben. and the Sentiments 1 r diſ- 
.cover cannot fail of OG you... I ;dare 
5 Leal With L qu og this e becauſe, 


cc 
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if L inform . 
N perhaps believe that I would take 


% Advantage of your Situation. But don't be 
E afraid that I ſhall wound your Delicacy: 1 
- 46, know: how to reſpect Virtue wherever I find 
it, and eſpecially when it is accompanied by 
- 46 all the Charms which imbelliſn yours. I ſee 
nat firſt, that, with the Prejudice you have 
againſt me, you will have no Confidence in 
c any thing I can ſay to you; but i in ſpight of 
1c that, I cannot help giving you a Glimpſe of 
<< thoſe Sentiments W ne 
46 Life.“ i Lads 4 4 


* 
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The Perplexity 12 was 5 for a Reply, was 
| ſufficient to diſcover the true Diſpoſition of my 
Heart. But he who cauſed my | Confuſion was 
very far from the Truth, if he believed that I 
was prejudiced againſt him, We were going 
to be both equally diſconcerted, if Mrs. de la 
Chaiſe had not briſkly replied, ** O my Stars 
« ſuch amorous Nonſenſe to Con/tantia / This 
„ is mighty. good: TIl lay a Wager that ſhe 
« underſtands no more of this Stuff than I do. 
“ gBeſides, my Dear, added ſhe, ſhrugging up 
* her Shoulders, you will loſe a great deal of 
„Time with her; for I give you my Word, 
ſhe is the coldeſt Girl you ever met with : 
he ohe is 16 of Marble; She does 
bob „„. not 
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not know ſhe has got à Heart, nor the Mean- 
« ing of Love, and all that. What fine Con- 
600 verſation ſhe will be able to hold with you ! 
4c The delightful Paſtime that the Prattle of a 
17 young Agnes will afford you |: I have never 
+5 known any thing ſo tirefame as her Com- 
'« (pany : Lou will never hear her ſing 2 Song 
that's a little gay, or tell a diverting Story. 
C Provided ſhe can talk of Sentiments, Mora- 
e lity, or Books, ſhe's content; and if ever ſne 
. admits a little Life into her Converſation,” it 

+* it is ta tell you, that under ſuch an Emperor 

44 ſuch a Monument was built; or that ſuch a 


4 City, whoſe Name ſhe ſees by Chance, is the 
„ Capital of China or Congo. Now I would 
ves aſk, if a Man heartily in love has any Occa- 
% ſion for all this Impertinence ? My Dear, 
l you, if you would live a great deal in a little 
% Time, muſt be full of Mirth, learn to 
„ uheedle, have your Jokes, pleaſant Flights, 
Et, = al the INE ue of Pleaſure,” | 


a + 


21 e angry, idee knowing by 

| abthe Mrs. de la Chaiſe had ſaid; however, I 
replied, that I ſhould find ſome Difficulty in 
ceorrecting the Faults ſhe charged me with, ſince 
I deſired to have them in a Degree ſuperior to 
1 ; what ſho. could 2 , that above 
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Model ſhe ſeemed to propoſe for my Example. 
« Why ſo? cried ſhe, tartly,” Becauſe, ſaid I, 
the firſt of your Pictures reſembles a worthy 
Woman whoſe Mind is adorned, and the other 
goes no farther than a Woman of Gallantry. 
« Say rather, Miſs, ſhe returned, that the one is 
cc the Picture of a Fool, who, like you, aftects 
&« to be thought a Perſon of fine Senſe; and 
4 the other, that of an amiable Woman, who 
& has ſeen the World, and knows what is pro- 
cc per to amuſe a Lover.” 


It was eaſy to perceive, that if I had replied, 
my Aunt would have been thoroughly diſpleaſed. 
It was plain that ſhe put my Picture in Oppo- 
fition to her's, to make me confeſs that her's 
was the fineſt Piece: I let her therefore applaud 
herfelf for the Advantage ſhe thought ſhe drew 
from the Parallel. Mr. de Ma:ſoncourt acted 
with the ſame Complaiſance, and endeavoured 
to change the Converſation ; but ſhe always 
brought us back tothe Compariſon; and believing 
that my Preſence hindered him from giving her 
the Applauſe ſhe deſerved, ſhe deſired me to go 
and mount a Cap for her in her Dreſſing-Room. 
Tho'I ſaw that this Order was only given with a 
View to humble me, and to make him who ap- 
peared to have an Inclination for me, aſhamed of 
his Choice, I obey'd ; but was reſolved to hear 

F che 
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* R ridiculous Prejudices to debate and combat 


(We: 
the reſt of the Converſation thro? the Partition.” 


Scarce had I diſappeated when ſhe ſaid, 


cc Indeed IT don't know what to make of you: 
c T have perceived that you had an Inclination 
ce to this Girl for ſome time paſt, and really J 
« can't help being ſurprized that you, who are 
cc allowed to be a Man of Senſe, and are ſo well 


„ verſed in Women, ſhould have ſo little Judg- 


% ment; why, you can't imagine how filly ſhe 
< is, Has ſhe been able to make one Word of 
< Anſwer to all the fine Things you ſaid to her 
c juſt now? What do you find in her Perſon 
6 that is ſo ſurprizing? Her Eyes are well 
< enough you will tell me; but her Noſe is re- 
<< markably little. Is it that freſh and bloom- 
< ing Complexion, the Gift of Youth, that 
<© makes her appear ſo agreeable ? why theſe 
< browns are quite inſupportable. Her Shape 
cc appears well enough at the firſt Glance, but 
cc ſhe is exceſſively tall; and if ſhe was not in a 
<« tolerable good plight, would be of a ridicu- 
4 lous Length. And then, my dear Friend, 

« continued ſhe, in a Tone of Pity, how 1 
<< ſhould compaſſionate you when you had a 
< private Converfation with her! What vain 
« Scruples would you have to ſurmount ! What 
<< a fooliſh Modeſty to overcome] What filly 


with! 
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* with! for ſhe is {till glued to all the Maxims 
c ſhe learnt in the Convent. I can't therefore 
« anſwer for it, that at the End of fifteen Days 
* you will have brought her to be a reaſonable 
„Creature: Nay, how does one know, but 2 
* Prude of this Kind may make a worthy Man 
« wait a Month? And I aſk you now, whether 
cc you ſhould like to purchaſe ſo ſmall a Hap- 
«© pineſs at fo dear a Price.“ 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt would not make Mrs. de 
la Chaiſe the Anſwer ſhe deſerved. - He ſought 
to keep fair with her, and was not ignorant that 
ſhe could not bear to have a Woman thought 
amiable in her Preſence. She was reaſonable- 
enough in other Reſpects; but ſhe no ſooner 
heard any one touch on the Article of Charms, 
than, like Don Quixcte, with reſpect to Chi- 
valry, ſhe was incapable of liſtening to Reaſon. 
He anſwered her then only in general Terms, 
and ſtaid this Day longer than uſual. My 
Aunt ſaw very-plainly that this was done to 
give me Time to return, but I durſt not appear 
again after the Picture ſhe had juſt drawn of 
me. What intimidated me moſt was my hav- 
ing made no Reply to the many obliging Things 
he had ſaid to me. I would have been glad to 
have made him ſenſible, that I was far from be- 


| ng ſo prejudiced againſt him as he imagined z 
F 2 but 
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but at the ſame Time I could wiſh to let no- 
thing eſcape me that could diſcover the whole 
of that Impreſſion he had made upon me; and 
I did not imagine that I had the Art neceſſary to 
make me obſerve all theſe Precautions. W hile 
I employed myſelf about theſe Thoughts, and 
was emboldening myſelf in order to make my 
Appearance, he prepared to take his Leave, and 
my Aunt hindered him from going to the Clo- 
ſet to ſpeak to me. At this Moment how 
heartily did I hate her! Her Cap ſuffered for it: 
I threw it from me more than once, with In- 
dignation, and at laſt laid it wholly aſide, to 
give myſelf up to my Vexation. 'The moſt 
cruel of all my Reflexions aroſe from my hav- 
ing let Mr. de Maiſoncourt go without unde- 
ceiving him, with reſpe& to the Opinion he 
believed I had entertained of him. 


“ He is going to hate me, ſaid I; what In- 
«juſtice have I been guilty of ! I have ſhewn 
* nothing but Signs of Indifference to him who 
& has always expreſſed Eſteem and Affection for 
% me: He has done me kind Offices, and I 
„ have repaid him with Ingratitude. Oh that 
< he could read my Heart! he would there 
<< find Senſations very different from thoſe he 
6 ſuſpects.— But what am I ſay ing, have I that 
e Regatd for him that is called Love!“ | 


J (101) 


At this Idea all my Senſes were diſordered, I 


durſt not fix my Attention upon it ; but after 
continuing for a Moment in a Kind of Suſpen- 
fion of Thought, I reſumed with a Sigh. © In 


cc 


" cc 


* 


the mean while they are going to prevail on 
him to marry; if I had ſeemed to make him 
a Return of Affection, or at leaſt not to diſ- 
approve his Paſſion, he would perhaps reſiſt 
with ſtill more Courage the Propoſals which 
he has already ſaid are not agreeable to him. 
After all, what is his Marriage to me? Tho 
he ſhould love me, tho' I ſhould love him, 


c can I ever aſpire to the Hope of having him 


cc 
cc 
4 


for my Huſband ? No certainly. Am I not 
the Daughter of a Woman of Gallantry ? 
and did he not become acquainted with me 
in the Houſe of ſuch another? He would then 
only make me his Miſtreſs. I will do my- 
ſelf Juſtice then, and will not ſuffer my 
Mind to be filled with ſuch unreaſonable 
Thoughts. I am to blame to indulge myſelf 
with ſuch flattering Hopes; I, who am in 
the moſt unhappy” State, and who perhaps 
may not to-morrow have a Place on which 
to lay my Head,” — | 


My Aunt and I now employed ourſelves in 
ſearching for a Milliner, who was willing to 
18 FJ take 
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take me into her Family; but we found Diffi- 


culties that we had not foreſeen. Mrs. de Launay 
had not confined her Reſentment to turning me 
away; ſhe had vilified me in the moſt cruel 
Manner amongſt thoſe of the ſame Profeſſion. 
When People have been guilty of a Piece of In- 
juſtice, they think to juſtiſy it, by adding to it 
every Aggravation. Her Calumnies were too 
eaſily credited. After endeavouring for fifteen 
Days to no Purpoſe, we found that there was a 
Eind of Agreement between the whole Body 


not to receive me; and they gave it as the Rea- 
Jon of their Refuſal, that I was a dangerous Girl, 
and good for nothing but to diſturb the Peace 


of Families. 


In the mean while I continued without the 


Proſpect of Relief; and to heighten my Misfos- 


tune, we were informed at this Time that my 
Grandfather was ſeized with an Aſthma, that 
would probably in a few Days bring him to his 
Grave. I then felt more ſtrongly than ever the 


 Deſwelalways had to find the Means of appeaſing 


his Anger. The Remembrance that I had been 
born of Parents who were diſinherited, had al- 
ways been ſo painful as to imbitter all the Sweets 
of Life; but my Eagerneſs to get out of this 


deplorable State did not prevent my perceiving 
| how incapable I was of taking, - withour Aſſiſt- 


ance, 
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ance, the Meaſures neceſſary for my Succeſs. 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe, notwithſtanding her Zeal to 
promote my Intereſt, was too imprudent to be 

able to conduct me in fo delicate an Affair; 
and I could find none but Mr. Marfencourt ca- 
pable of making my Project ſucceed ; but ! felt, 
with reſpect to him, a Timidity that aftoniſh'd 
as much as it perplexed me: It was impoſſible 
for me to ſpeak to him, without an Emotion, 
that never left me room to hope that I ſhould 
have the Freedom of Mind neceſſary to enable 
me clearly to explain my Thoughts to him. I 
had therefore recourſe to Mr. de Berville, whom 


I had often ſeen, and in whom I had placed an 
entire Confidence; and I choſe to communicate 
my Deſign to him at a Time when my Aunt 
and Mr. de Maiſoncourt were engaged at play. 
He ſeemed as ſenſible of the Efteem I expreſs'd 
for him, as charmed at finding that I had taken 
ſuch a Reſolution. What a Satisfaction did his 
Anſwer give me! He aſſured me that the Succefs 
of my Project did not ſeem to him to be im- 
poſſible, and promiſed to act in it in concert 
with Mr. de Maiſoncourt, to whom he would 
communicate my Views as ſoon as he had ended 
his Game. They in Effect conſulted together 
on the Method they ſhouid take to get an Ad- 
miſſion into Mr. Vermonts Houſe. I could not 
contain the Joy I felt at the Eagerneſs they 


F 4 ſhewed 
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ſhewed to do me this important Service, As 
ſoon they were gone I embraced my Aunt with 
Tranſport, and told her that I was at the Height 
of my Expectations, ſince I ſhould perhaps be 
able to ſhew my Gratitude for the Services ſhe 
had done me. She anſwered me with a Cold- 
neſs, which I thought I had not the leaſt Rea- 
ſon to expect: But I have ſince remarked, that 
People of her Diſpoſition always ſee with Un- 
eaſineſs the Proſperity of thoſe who had before 
been humbled by Misfortunes, that had given 


— 


' -tham a kind of gt over them. 


Tho! the Steps taken wi Mr. de Maiſoncourt 
- "tended to deprive him of all Hopes of accom- 
pliſhing any Deſign he might have formed of 
making me his Miſtreſs, yet I will do him the 
Juſtice to ſay, that he behaved in this Affair 
with all the Warmth of a ſincere Friend; but 
he found Mr. de Vermont beſet by- thoſe about 
him in ſuch a Manner, that it was impoſſible 
to get near him. My Siſter and her Huſband 

had given him a Houſekeeper, whoſe principal 
Employment was to keep from him every Body 
capable of putting him in mind of my Father. 
Mr. de Maiſoncourt was not however diſcouraged; 
he gained over one of the Servants who ſerved 
under the Houſekeeper ; but this Girl having 
hut ill-concerted her Meaſures for introducing 


an 
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an old Friend of my Grandfather's, who was to 
ſpeak in our Favour, ſhe was inſtantly turned 

away. He came to inform me of this Accident 

with all the Marks of Deſpair. I ſee, how- 

cc ever, ſaid I, one reſource left; People ap- 

& proach the Great by Means of their Wives or 

& Miſtreſſes; and thoſe in a more retired Life by 
e their Directors: Cannot we intereft Mr, de 

& Vermont's Conſeſſor in our Behalf? I cannot 
Cc think that an honeſt Man can make a Scrupleof 
ce contributing to the Succeſs of a Deſign ſo law- 

& ful as that we would accompliſh ; but I know 

© nobody capable of informing us who he is.“ 


I took upon myſelf the Taſk of ſpeaking of it 
to Mr. Franc, who was then my Confeſſor: 
IT remembred that I had already deſired him to 
make ſome Attempt on my behalf on the Houſe- 
keeper's Director, with whom, I was informed, 
he had ſome Acquaintance ; but he had told me 
that his Friend had given him the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons againſt interfering in the Affair. Mr. de 
Matſoncourt ſaid, that whatever were his Reaſons 
they ought to yield to the Juſtice of my Cauſe, 
and the preſſing Neceſſity of not ſuffering a Fa- 
ther to die in a State of Enmity to his Son. He 
reſolved to go himſelf to convince Mr. le Franc; 
and my Aunt and I went with him: His Ar- 


guments were ſo powerful that he could not re- 
5 I fuſe 


(106) 


fuſe to aſſiſt us with his good Offices with his 
Friend: We could now ſee no other Difficulty 
but that of getting into Mr. de Vermont's Houſe. 
Aſter we had examined and abandoned a Num- 
ber of Expedients, I had a Thought, which I 
at firſt heſitated to communicate, from the 
Fear of its being thought romantic : However, 
I determined to propoſe it. 


& You know, Sir, as well as we, ſaid I to 
„ Mr. I. Franc, that the ſecond Servant has 
ac been turned away.” * I know more, he 
<< replied, and that is, that the Place is ſtill 
c yacant.” I believe I can penetrate into your 
% Deſign, added my Aunt, you would place 
cc one in her Room who is in your own. In- 
ce tereſt,” © But, replied Mr. de Mai ſoncourt, 
& where ſhall we find a Girl in ſuch a Station 
& who has Wit enough to behave better than 
tc thoſe that have gone before her? I know one, 
10 ſaid I to him, that I believe is capable of con- 
$ ducting our Affairs, the Intereſt ſhe will have 
& in them will give her the neceſſary Intel- 
6 r It is N | 


3 this they all Wer towards me with 
Looks of Surprize and Attention: Ves, added 
« J, I perceive that I have the Courage to be- 
00 come my Grandfather” 8 Servant; and with- 

« out 


by * I 


\ 


( 107 ) 
© out doubt, I ſhall be the Houſekeeper's Con- 
% fident. She has never ſeen me; and neither 
% my Brother nor Siſter know me; and if by 
Chance they ſhou!d ever have ſeen me, I ſhall 
be ſo diſguiſed by my Dreſs, that it will be 
& impoſlible for them to recolle& me.” 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt eagerly ſeized both my 
Hands, and expreſſed the great Eſteem this Re- 
ſolution gave him for me. Mr. le Franc took 
upon himſelf the Taſk of having me preſented by 
his Friend, and my Aunt that of purchaſing the 
Cloaths ſuitable to my new Station. I went to 
dreſs myſelf at the Sale-ſhop where ſhe bought 
them, that nobody might be acquainted with 
my Diſguiſe. What a Satisfaction did I feel 
on being covered with theſe Cloaths ! I never 
felt ſuch a lively Senſe of Pleaſure in putting on 
the richeſt Dreſs. They had taken care to 
disfigure me as much as poſſible, However, 
the natural Whiteneſs of my Skin gave me a 
Complexion that was abſolutely neceſſary to be 
tarniſhed, My Aunt took upon 'hetſelf the 
Taſk of performing it with incredible "Mp and 
ſucceeded in it to a Miracle. 


I was then preſented to Mrs. Allin, for that was 
the Houſekeeper's Name. But notwithſtanding 
all the Efforts they had made, to take from me 
_ whatever 


. ( 108 ) 
whatever was capable of rendering my real 
Station ſuſpected, ſhe appeared ſurprized at my 
Behaviour: For it is not eaſy to efface the 


Manners we receive from a good Education, 
80d being accuſtomed to. Decency. 


« A Girl of your Appearance, ſaid ſhe, ought 
oc to be very ſtrictly on her Guard if ſhe is not 
4 naturally wiſe ; but I am told that you come 
cc of very honeſt Parents, and that they will an- 
© ſwer for your Behaviour; ſo I have nothing 

. © to ſay, eſpecially after what he has faid, who 
46 had done you the Honour to recommend you. 
© You ſeem to me, added ſhe, to be too tender 
« for what you are to perform; they ſhould 


<< have told you that you are to do the moſt 


& tireſome Work in the Houſe. We have an 
< old Man to take Care of, who is very in- 


| & firm and peeviſh : He is never to go out with- 


& out my Permiſſion, and has no Communi- 
« cation with any Body, and none comes here 
ec but our Maſter's Grand- daughter and her Huſ- 
& band: Not but that he has a Son; but he has 
c been obliged to diſinherit him, for a ſecond 
„ diſhonourable Marriage, which he had the 
« Weakneſs to contract in ſpight of his Father. 
« It is neceſſary to let you know, that we are 
« placed here principally to watch the old Man, 
& and Dey: to keep out of the Houſe who- 
8 66 ever 
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cc eyer may come here in Behalf of his Son; for 
& he has already taken ſome Steps, in order, 
&« you muſt know, to take Advantage of his 
& Father, whoſe Head begins to fail him. With 
cc this Deſign he corrupted the Girl we had laſt; 
cc therefore if you would ftay in the Family, 
<< take Care of all thoſe who would ſpeak to you 


cc about him.” I promiſed fully to comply 
with the Inſtructions that were given me. 


Mr. Franc had informed me, that Mrs. All; 
was very imperious and ill-tempered ; but I 
took ſuch Pains to pleaſe her, that ſhe could not 
find an Opportunity to be out of Humour with 
me; my Docility and obliging Behaviour 
greatly pleaſed her, and I ſoon obtained both 
her Affection and Confidence, 


THE 


2 


LE 


_ Keeper had given me. 


T is not eaſy to deſcribe the Emo- 
tion I felt the firſt Time I ſaw my 
Grandfather, in him that was 
pointed out to me as my Maſter, 

My firſt Emotion would have led 

me to throw myſelf at his Feet; but as this 
Action would have betrayed me, I contented 
myſelf with executing the Orders the Houſe- 


Mr, 


* 
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Mr. de Vermont's Countenance bore the Im- 
preſſion of Grief; and a certain Compoſure very 
different from that Peeviſhneſs I had been in- 
formed of: And from him I was convinced 
that thoſe who complain of Ill-humour are al- 
moſt always the Perſons who are the moſt ils 
| * 


Mr. de Vermont was at firſt aſtoniſned at the 
tender Vigilance with which I waited upon him, 
and his Surprize was ſoon ſucceeded by his Gra- 
titude. This dear Man, who was cenſured. for 
being ſubject to Anger, had from henceforwards 
a Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition which Mrs. Allin, 
ill-natured as ſhe was, could not avoid acknow- 
ledging. She was aſhamed to ſhew her Rude- 
"neſs before a young Perſon, who never anſwered 
her, but by Patience and Good-nature. A Po- 
lirenefs of Manners has a Charm that is the 
More engaging, as it always ſeems to yield to 
thoſe whom it attracts and conquers. Her Be- 
haviour therefore ſoftened every Day ; we fre- 
quently ſtrove who ſhould diſcharge the moſt 
difficult Offices: And I was ſometimes tempted 
to believe, that ſhe involuntarily acknowledged 


that I was born rather to command her, thas to 
| xeceiy ve her * Orlen, 


* 
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This happy Change had already made a ſen- 
fible Progreſs when we were informed that my 
Siſter was come to pay a Viſit to the old Gen- 
. tleman ; I was in my Maſter's Apartment; ſhe 
fat down without condeſcending to fix her Eyes 
upon me; and ordered Mrs. Allin to bid me 
leave the Room. I had not the ſame Indifference 
for her, I looked at her earneſtly, and was re- 
warded by the Pleaſure of ſeeing how much we 
reſembled each other; Youth-alone made ſome 
Difference between us. I watched in the Place 
to which I retired, her Manner of ſpeaking to 
my Grandfather, and that in which he replied, 
I ſaw that ſhe ſtrove very much to ſhew her 
Tenderneſs and Cordiality, while the Eyes of 
him who was the Object of her Careſſes, ſhewed 
very little Senſibility to a Behaviour, the Sin- 
cerity of which he could not help ſuſpecting. 
Her Viſit was but ſhort; but it was concluded 
by a long Converſation with the Houſekeeper; 
but J could not hear what was ſaid. | 


My Maſter inſenſibly accuſtomed himſelf to 
talk to me. He perceived, in ſpight of all the 
Care I took not to appear to have a Knowledge 
above my Rank, that I had not been educated 


(Fax the Station in which he ſaw me. He com- 
1 his Conjectures; I confeſſed they 


Were 


— 
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were juſt, and told him in general, that the ill 


Conduct of my Parents had reduced me to Ser- 
vitude. This Confidence, I thought, without 
diſcovering me, would make him place in me a 


greater Confidence; and I'was not deceived. 


5 & Alas ! ſaid he with a deep Sigh, I have a 


«© Son, who perhaps by a like Conduct will put 
% the Daughter he has by his ſecond Wife un- 


der the ſame Neceflity : Vou have doubtleſs 


„ heard of him. Has he ftill the ſame mad 


.« Fondneſs for Chemiſtry and Electricity? 
„ Does his Wife live with the Man who cor- 
„ rupted her? Good God! what have J done, 
“ continued he, without giving me Time to 
reply, that ſhould make it neceſſary for thee 
. |. to afflit me fo ſenſibly in the dearect Object 
of my Affections ] Heaven is my Witneſs, 
that tho' I diſinherited him, it was not done 
with a Deſign to baniſh him from me; but 
to make him merit, by a better Conduct, a 
« Pardon, which he has not even condeſcended 
. to aſk,” ' 


| Mr. de Vermont's Eyes were moiſtened at 
theſe Words ; and I attempted to ſeize this 
Moment to ſpeak to him in favour of my F a- 
ther; but he interrupted me. lt is too late, 
„ cried he, he has filled up the Meaſure 7% 
on 
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4 long an Indifference. He has a monfttoits 
„Heart, that has never known the moſt ſacred 
<< Senſation of Humanity, an Affection to his 
<6 neareſt Relations. Has, he condeſcended to 
© maintain the leaſt Connection with his Son- 
„ in-law and Daughter ſince their Marriage? 
4 And does not the Coldneſs he has always 
< ſhewn to them, juſtify their Deſire that he 
«© ſhould die under my Indignation ? Is it poſſi- 
& ble for Philoſophy, which is called the Study 
©« or the Science of Wiſdom, to deſtroy all 
<« Senfibility in the Men who make it "__ 


« You judge, Sir, . wich too 8 
& Severity, ſaid I, wiping away the Tears 
« which I could not help letting fall; a falſe 
“Shame, that has ſuch a powerful Influence 
« over great Minds, has doubtleſs hindered 
„ him from following the Emotions of his 
<< Heart.” Ah do not aggravate his Faults by 


<« endeavouring to juſtify them, cried he, he 


« knows better.than you the Indulgence with 
& which I would have received him, Can he 


be ignorant of the languiſhing State I haye 


5 been in for fo many Years? Has he been in- 
C formed of the dangerous Condition to which 


„ my. Infirmities have ſo often expoſed me? 
*. en Step to ſee me, and to 
4 rt, (e produce 
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es produce a Change in my Sentiments with 
& regard to him? It is not ſo much his firſt 
% Fault, it is not ſo much my deſpiſed Autho- 
< rity that now irritates me againſt him, as the 
4 Indifference with which he beholds my Re- 
„ ſentment. He is not ignorant that this is 
« the Cauſe of all my Illneſs; that what has fo 
4 greatly ſhortened my Days, is the being 
.* cruelly deprived of ſeeing a Son who ought 
4 to be the Conſolation of my old Age. Ceaſe, 
d my Child, he continued, on ſeeing the 
% Tears I ſhed, ceaſe to intereſt yourſelf in 
« the Fate of an ungrateful Wretch, whom 
de nothing has been able to move. I forbid 
your ever ſpeaking of him; he deſerves nei- 
* ther your Compaſſion, nor the Senſations - 
C4 that will ſwell my Heart whenever n 
280 3 of 15 Due 
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Mr. 4 — left off We of his Son; 
but I ſaw by his Agitation and Sighs, that it 
*was only to employ his Thoughts the more 
freely about him. In ſpight of the Indignation 
he had ſhewn againft him, the Heat with which 
"he expreſs'd himſelf, gave me the greateſt Hopes. 
"Theſe Hopes were however diſturbed by the 


Fear, that the Perſon moſt difficult to be con- 


ducted in this Affair, would be him who ought 
d reap the Advantage. I was very ſenſible 


3 W 
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that Mr. de Vermont had exaggerated his Son's 
Inſenfibility ; I trembled however, leſt I ſhould 
find in my Father an Obſtinacy ſo great, as to' 
prevent his concurring in the Succeſs of my De- 
ſign. The firſt Time I could go out, I men- 
tioned my Fears to Mr. de Maiſoncourt and Mr.” 
de Berville, and they promiſed to go and W 2 
b cs bim to liſten to my Views. 


For my Part, I continued my Services to Mr. 
| de Vermont. He deſired me to read to him, after 

which I ſpent whole Days in his Apartment. 

He did not diſdain to communicate to me his 
Reflections on what I read, nor to hear mine. 

, « How unhappy am I, faid he ſometimes, that 
| « cannot expreſs to all the World the Satiſ- 
« faction you give me | but if I do not care- 
<& fully conceal it, my Houſekeeper will be jea- 
e lous of it, my Daughter will be filled 
« with Suſpicions, and I ſhould perhaps be 
c ſoon deprived of a Perſon ſo neceſſary to my 
« Happineſs. Why, added he, looking ear- 
c neſtly at me, ſhould a Girl ſo worthy of 
« Eſteem be obliged to go to Service? What 
4 Reproaches, what Self-reproaches ought her 
.\ « Parents to feel! Alas ! J repeat it, perhaps 
II my Grandchild is in a State yet more deplo- 
& rable. What can ſhe do while abandoned 
CY n and neglected by a Father, 

| « who 
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. ho has no Affection for any thing but Che- 
. miftry ? What will become of her? They 
«tell me ſhe has virtuous Sentiments; but 
& will theſe alone render her happy? What 
<&, Reſource is there for a Girl of this Cha- 
cc * racter'? 1 | 


MI. de Vermont then aſked me, if I hed met: 
heard the ſame of her; when I ſeized that Mo- 


ment to tell him, that ſince I had been in his 


Houſe I had informed myſelf about her; and 
then took this Opportunity to tell him, under 


= my real Name, whatever had happened to my- 


ſelf, ſupprefling however what might diſcover 
me, or make him acquainted with the Senſa- 
tions I felt for Mr. de Maiſoncourt : But my At- 
tention to this laſt Circumſtance did not prevent 
his replying: * Do you believe that this Friend 
to the Family, of whom you have ſaid ſo 
« many worthy Things, 1s really ſo generous. 


| « as he appears? For my Part, I much fear 
that they have an Inclination for each other. 


« Men of this Character are very n to 


| « a Woman of Senne 


* 11 Mr. 4 1 had at this Moment fixed 
his Eyes upon me, I don't know how I ſhould 
| have juſtified the Confuſion in which he would 
have ſeen me: My Auſwer was however turned | 
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in' fuch a Miner; as not to Hihiniſh his Eſteem” 
for her he mentioned. I could not, after all, 
have confeſſed to him Sentiments with which 1 
was not as yet fully acquainted.” I Would 
% fain believe, added Mr. de Vermont, that my 
« Grand- daughter is what you have painted her, 
“ and J am the more ſatisfied as ſhe appears to 
«© reſemble you in all Reſpects. Is it poſlible, 
<« continued he, after obſerving the Zeal with 
ce which I had endeavoured to merit his Fa. 

« your, than one ſhould meet with more Af- 


* 


« fection from Strangers than from one's own 


* Children? My Son knows that I have but 
« a few Days to live, and has not the leaſt De- 
ct fire to ſee me.” I find, Sir, ſaid I, that 
you are not informed of the Truth; it is 
e neceſſary that I ſhould tell it you then at the 
% Hazard of diſpleaſing you. The Girl whom 
4] ſucceed was turned away for attempting to 
« introduce one of your old Friends, who came 
« to ſpeak to you in favour of your Son.” 
« Of my Son! Mr. de Vermont replied with 
« Surprize. Are you very ſure of what you 
« tell me?” I am very ſure of it, I returned 
« in a firm Voice, and this doubtleſs is not a4 
«c only Step that has been concealed from you.” 
« *Tis true, replied he, in a Manner that ex- 
tc preſſed his Vexation, that my Houſekeeper 
a and ut ROO Of me in ſuch a Man- 
5 | 4 ner, 


£165} 
« ner, that I cannot ſee any Perſon in the 
« World without their Conſent. —But after all, 


<<. theſe Endeavours are quite uſeleſs ; he makes 
c them too late: They cannot efface an In- 


44 difference that has laſted full eighteen Years, 
« Do you remember that I have forbid your 
&« ſpeaking to me of him?” On pronouncing 
theſe Words he fell into a deep Revery, which 
I thought I ought not to diſturb; I therefore 
ſeemed only to employ myſelf about my Work; 
tho? I watched the Emotions he diſcovered, 
while theſe and his frequent Sighs informed me 


that his Thoughts were employed about his 


Son. At laſt he ſuddenly cried out, with great 


Impatience, No, I'Il hear nothing in his Fa- 


< your; my Reſolution is taken: But what 


ç you have ſaid of his Daughter has moved me. 


cc Inform yourſelf about her the firſt Time you 
& go out; it is not juſt that ſhe ſhould fall a 

« Victim to the Diſorders of her Parents: I 
ac deſign to ſend her ſome Aſſiſtance; and to 
<« begin to give her Proofs of my Affection by 
* making her a Preſent, by means of that Lady 
« Mrs. de la Chaiſe, who has ſo generouſly 


&« affiſted her; but it muſt be on Condition 


ct that you will engage her to give her Word 
« that ſhe will not inform the young Perſon of 
4 the Intereſt I take in what concerns her.“ I 


(promiſed every- thing, and let Mr. de Vermont 


know 
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10 how greatly ſueh Sentiments increaſed my 
Veneratior for him. 


I went to conſult thoſe who intereſted them- 
ſelves in the Succeſs of this Aﬀair, how I ought 
to behave in the Diſpoſition. in which I now 
found him: We agreed that I ſhould aſſure him 


of Mrs. de la Charſe's Diſcretion, and that, with 
reſpect to his Grand-daughter, I ſhould tell 


him, that ſhe as well as I was at Service, in 4 
Houſe, where, from a Reſpect to her Father, 
ſhe concealed her Name and Birth : That when 
the Aſſiſtance was propoſed, ſhe had replied, that 
ſhe had no need of it; and that moreover, her 
Delicacy would not permit her to receive any 
thing, without knowing the Hand that ſent her 
this Supply. 


I ſpoke to Mr. de Vermont, conformably to 


the Meaſures we had taken; and added, that 


every thing that was ſaid of this young Creature 
rendered her worthy of vanquiſhing the Repug- 
nance he felt againſt being reconciled to his 


Son. © No, I will never ee him, faid he, 


with more Grief than Reſentment ; it is not 
* a momentary Action that can atone for all 
the Uneaſineſs he has given me. The un- 


cc * grateful Monſter would only appear before 


G «© me 
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I trove to deſtroy ſuch diſadvantageous Suſ- 
picions,” and to perſuade him that his Health 
Was not ſo bad, as to threaten him with the 
Approach of Death. L know my State better 
than any Body elſe, added he, dolefully; ; 
de but 1 fee the Danger without being alarmed 
4 at it. Why ſhould I regret a Life, every 
& Moment of which has for ſo long a Time 

& been marked with Grief. . The Weakneſs 

Hof my Body is not the only Proof of my 
4 drawing to an End; that of my Mind equally 
cc aſſures me of it: I perceive that my Age and 
c. Uneaſineſs have impaired it, and given me a 
« Forgetfulneſs which they will perhaps abuſe 
4c ſo far as to demand my Interdiction, as they 
« haye already threatened me: If my Son had 
2 © loved me 1 ſhould never have dreaded ſuch an 


+ Humiliation.” 


— 415 


c Tf this Son ſhould e come here to throw him-, 
. uh ſelf at your F ect, faid I, on ſeeing him ſof- 
Te tened, make) you a; Confeſſion , of his F aults, 
6 merit a Pardon, and beg for the Return of 
3 your. Affection, would you conſent to re- 

, ceive him r May he flatter himſelf with re- 


. gaining a Heart he has ſo long loved? Ca- 
wil * | „ deſcend 


(4 


* 


. 
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« deſcend to grant this Favour to my Tears 
and my Prayers, continued I, throwing my- 


ſelf at his Feet. You have ſometimes offered 


to reward my Services; they will be rewarded 


an hundred fold, if I can contribute to re- 


eſtabliſk Peace amongſt Perſons who ſo well 


deſerve to be brought together, and live in 
mutual Eſteem. Recollect that your Reſent- 
ment will become fatal to the young Perſon 


for whom you have already intereſted yourſelf, 


Can you be inſenſible to her Misfortunes ? 
Call to Mind that you have been willing to 
grant her Aſſiſtance, and that ſhe is ſtill be- 
come more worthy, by her Refuſal to accept 
it. Will you ſuffer ſo worthy a Woman to 


remain in Diſgrace? *Tis true ſhe is born of 


a Marriage which you have diſapproved ; 
but does that prevent her being of your 
Blo8d? What Cofiſolation will it be to. you 
if you ſee her in my Place, while ſhe will 
envy me, and make it her Duty and her 
Honour to ſerve a Grandfather ſo worthy 
of all her Tenderneſs; a Father who for 
her has ſacrificed a lawful Reſentment, and 
who by this Inſtance of Generoſity will have 
given her a ſecond Life, a thouſand Times 
more precious than the Firſt! I anſwer for 


4 her, that her Heart, I judge of it by my own, 
4 will be unable to contain her Gratitude.” 


G 2 In 
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In fpeaking thus 1 held one of Mr. de Ver- 
mont's Hands, which I bathed with my Tears. 
% Let me alone, faid he, with a Voice inter- 
4 rupted by the Tenderneſs of his Senſations ; 
ic ceaſe to tear my Soul by your Prayers.” 1 
Tifted up my Eyes to look at him; I ſaw his 
moiſtened with Tears from which he could not 
refrain; I kiſſed his Hand with freſh Ardour, 
aſking him if he would not yield to my En- 
treaties. | 


C Let me alone 1 tell you, replied he; I 
& have nota Mind free enough to anſwer you, 
All I know is, that if I was ſure to find in her 
4 for whom you plead a Mind like yours, I 


. would.” —He ſtopped at theſe Words: His 


Agitations appeared to me ſuch, as made me 
think that I ought not to urge him any far- 
ther: He even fell into ſuch ſtrong Convul- 
ſions ſome Moments after our Converſation, as 
made me tremble for his Life; and we were 
for many Days employed | in contributing to his 
Recovery. 


N 1 hon my Siſter ſeveral Times in this Inter- 
val; but ſhe always treated me with the Diſdain 
with which ſhe was accuſtomed to behave to an 
ordinary Servant; nor could all the Pains I took 
$4 —_— | 4 to 
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te pleaſe her make her behave to me wh the 

leaſt Complacency ; even the Praiſes Mrs. 

Mllin beſtowed upon me made but a ſmall Im- 
preſſion upon her. Are the Minds thea who . 
are ſo ſenſible to their own Intereſt, ſhut againſt 
every other Senſation ? How much are they to 
be pitied ! My Siſter had doubtleſs a great 
Pleaſure in enjoying, by Anticipation, . the 
Wealth which the approaching Death of my 
Father was to give her ; but how much more 
did I taſte in contributing to the Health of this 
ſame Parent, in ſeeing him ſenſible of my Eager- 
neſs to ſerve him, in enjoying my Siſter's Error, 
in obeying her, and endeayouring to conciliate 
her Efteem? I was more happy in giving her 
Proofs of the Goodneſs of my Heart, than ſhe 
was in receiving them; for I ſometimes ſaw her 
embarraſſed to ſupport the Coldneſs with which 
ſhe received my Services. 


3 


As ſoon as Mr. de Vermont was out of Danger, 
it was agreed between Mr. de Maiſoncourt, Mr. 
E Franc, and I, that we would go to my Father 
to prevail on him to concur with us in a Deſign 
from which he was to reap the principal Ad- 
vantage; but we were unhappy in the Choice 
of the Time we fixed upon for waiting on him: 

We found him in the midſt of a chemical Ope- 
- ration, that would appear of vaſt importance, | 
| "WY - 8 if 
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if we "were to Judge of it from the Vexation he 
diſcovered at being interrupted, After having 
met with ſeveral Rebuffs from him, Mr. de 
Maiſencourt explained to him the Cauſe of our 
Vifit ; and Mr. 4e Franc, to bring him to a Com- 
| plies, made uſe of the ſtrongeſt Arguments, 
| drawn from Reaſon and Morality ; to which my 
Father anſwered with a Smile, that he had no- 
thing'to object againſt ſuch Reaſonings. 


„ We are not come here, Sir, ſaid Mr. de 
2 Maifoncourt to diſpute with you, but in qua- 
<« lity of Friends to the Family; and to re- 
« preſent, that a Perſon muſt be wanting in 

<< what he owes to a Father, and to himſelf, to 
xefuſe ſuch a Reconciliation.” *© You be- 

& lieve then, replied he, ironically, that I have 
« many Obligations to my Father,: But what 
are theſe Obligations? Do they conſiſt in his 
* having contributed to my Exiſtence ? In 
« reality Lam greatly obliged to him for having 
ee yielded at that Inſtant to the Allurements of 
* Pleaſure.” My. Father then added many 


15 Reaſons, the End of which was to prove, that 


the Obligations of Children to their Parents, 
was. a Prejudice from which he had been freed 
ur Philofophy. Some Gratitude however 
„js due to mine, ſaid he at the Concluſion, 


« and 
* 


Fe 2 ſince to his Reſentment I owe my Poverty, 


af 
A 
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and doubtleſs that Love of Study which 
ry © Riches perhaps would have driven away.” 


«-[ confeſs, replied Mr. de Aden, hat 
ce could not have imagined you could have diſ- 
e puted the Obligations of Children to a Fa- 
< ther; but the Sentiments you have juſt deli- 


« vered are too monſtrous for me to believe: 


*« them fincere ; and probably you are leſs 
« diſpoſed to ſhew us the true Diſpoſition of 
« your Heart, than the Extent of your Under- 
« ſtanding, which is capable of propoſing the 
© moſt generally received Opinions as Subjects 
« of Debate: We will therefore do you the 
« Tuſtice to believe, that you will not regulate 
« your Conduct by the Anſwer you have juſt * 
* made. With reſpe& to the Reſentment you 
* complain of, you have it in your Power to 
« put an End to it, ſince we come to offer 
« you the Means. Miſs has already diſpoſed 
« Mr. de Vermont in your Favour ; and you 
% may hope, that if you take the leaſt Step 
« towards it, you will determine him to eſtab- 
« [iſh you in the Poſſeſſion of all your Rights, 
« This, in my Opinion, replied my Father, 
< will be to very little Purpoſe. I have been 
« told that my eldeſt Daughter and her, Huſ-, 
& band have cauſed him to be declared incapa- 


60 ble of diſpoſing wy is _ „ee 'Tis true 


_ © they 


1 
4 they haye threatened it, replied I, but they 
6c have not yet done it. They may, however, 
« if you do not make haſte to prevent them. 
« Mr. de Vermont's Mind is ſenſibly impaired, 
& and his Health is fo bad as to give a Proſpect 
« of his ſpeedy Death.“ way f 


If you would have me ſpeak freely, re- 
& plied my Father, I muſt tell you, that I have 
* no Intereſt in taking the Meaſures you pro- 
<« poſe to me: I live contented with a moderate 
« Penſion allowed me by my Creditors, The 
« Study of Nature,. the Analyſis of the Princi- 
<« ples of Things, Experimental Philoſophy, 
and the Knowledge of Simples, employ my 
Attention, and are the Objects on which 1 
« place all my Affections. My Son- in- law i is 


T7 greedy of Wealth, which he procures by all 0 


ee the Means i in his Power; while I am only 
« greedy of Knowledge, which is the only 


« Riches I am ambitious of obtaining. I re- 


ſpect my Father as much as I ought; but I 
don't feel any Inclination to expoſe myſelf to 
c his Correction, nor to make a Confeſſion of 
% Faults, which we do not both look upon. as 


Matters of equal Importance. It is near twenty 


« Years fince we have ſeen each other : my 
40 Preſence is not therefore eſſentially neceſſary 


<tc * lie. - 1 Sincerely proteſt 


. 
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ef that his Fortune is as little ſo to mine You 
ce ſhall ſee, Gentlemen, in what I place my 
« ſupreme Felicity.” In faying this he led 
us into. his Laboratory, which we. entered to 
ayoid diſobliging him, \ 2 


6 You ſee here, continued 2 ſepa- 
&« rated by a very different Kind of metallic 
& Subſtance, by. means of Antimony: There 
% you have Silver diſſolved in Aquafortis; and 
& in that Flace you have the ſame Metal 
4e ſeparated with a nitrous Acid, wy * 
& lation.” | | 


You muſt not be ſurprized, Madam, at my 
retaining all theſe Terms, ſince I was fami- 
liariſed from my Infancy to this learned Dialect, 
My Father at that Time employed me in Ope- 
rations that demanded great Dexterity, and 0 | 
performed, them happily enough. 


« If you chuſe it, added he, I ile and 
«© analize now before you, Nitre by Arſenic 3 
“ but the Operation would be. too long: I 
t chuſe rather to ſhew. you ſome. curious Cri- 
&« ſtalliſations, Congelations and Petrifactions: 
c Theſe Wonders are worthy of great Ad- 
« miration. Here, continued he, is the Spirie 
4 0 Wine dephlegmated by Means of alkaline 

Gs. * Salt, 
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4 Halt, and there combined by a vitriolic Acid: 
«6: You ſee here Cryſtal of Venus, and there 
% Aurum Fulminans : In this Place is Mer- 
ec cury diſſolved in a nitrous Acid, and in that 
« ſympathetic Ink. You fee I am not one of 
6 the Fools who amuſe themſelves i in the Search 
< 624 the Ph aug geren Stone.“ 


1 I expefted that ſome of them would have re- 
vlied, that the moſt rational Operations in Che- 
miſtry could never juſtify a Man, who, for their 
Sake, abandoned the Care of his Fortune, neg- 
lected the Order and Regularity he ought to in- 
troduce into his Family, and refuſed to diſ- 
charge the Duties of a Son, a Father, and a 
Huſband 3 but this was not a proper Time for 
J _ unte. 197 


. 1 confeſs, aid Mr. 4. Meiſoncourt, that 
& all theſe Things are worthy of the Curioſity 
 ©« of the Adepts ; but let us ſuſpend, for a Mo- 
e ment, the Admiration all theſe Wonders de- 
« ſerve, to pay a cloſer Attention to the In- 
s treaties we are going to make to you. If your 


e on Intereſt cannot determine you to take. a 


Step ſo juſt in itſelf, let that of a Daughter, 
* who ought to be dear to you, lead you to it. 
To what a Situation is ſhe reduced! She is 
Ba unt . ann her in a 
n | 880 4% State 


Pg ib 4 i Hl hats -< s 
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cc State of Eaſe and Affuence: To hat 0 
« you expoſe her, by ſuffering her to be 7 a 
& Station that does not entitle her to meet 
6 * with the leaft Reſpect * | 6h 


40 She will follow her Mother's e re- 
6 plied my Father in an ironical Tone; ſome 
<<: charitable Preſident will place her in a bril- 
& liant Situation.“ He added other Pleaſan- 
tries of the ſame Kind, and concluded with 
long Reaſonings, to prove that it was of very 
little Importance to the general Order of | So-' 
ciety, whether a Perſon was rich or poor. 
could ſcarce contain the Impatience his Dif” 
courſe gave me. But Mr. de Maiſoncourt made 
an Advantage of it, in order to fight him with 
his own Weapons; that is, it put him in a 
Method of Reaſoning that he n ain 
prove oo agreeable... | 


« You have mad e, Sir, too great a Progreſs 
ce in ſound Philoſophy, faid he, not to know 
* that the higheſt Degree of Perfection, of. 
„ which the Mind of Man is capable, is to: 
<« diſtruſt even Philoſophy itſelf; that is, to be- 
C lieve that it can neither give us certain 
« Knowledge, nor invariable Principles. The 
d true Philoſopher then, is he who diſtruſts 
«! TENT and whoſe Mind is always dif” 
25 66 ' poſed. 
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« gaſes he trace back ics Steps, and to examine. 
” 2 the Truths that at another Lime have 
extremely evident: All Fondneſs 
« for a Syſtem forms in our Minds an inſur- 
c mountable Obſtacle to the new Lights we 
& might receive : When we have fixed our 
& Opinions we do not defend them as Truths, 
< but as the Idols for which we have a blind 
“ Superſtition. I would have you then, Sir, 
& 2s, you. know theſe Principles better than Þ 
& can pretend to do, condeſcend to make an 
« Application of them to the preſent Con- 
juncture, and examine without Prejudice, 
. whether your Indifference for a Father and a 
Daughter, is not the Fruit of a dry Specula- 
tion that ought not to extinguiſh the Senſa- 
tions of the Heart: For you alſo know, that 
& the true Philoſophy-is that which teaches us 
« plainly to diſtinguiſh the different Uſes we 
e ought to make of the Faculties we are en- 
* truſted with by Providence. All the Opera- 
& s tions of the Soul, while it is capable of Con- 
| * ception, ought, if I am not deceived, to 
be applied only to Things ſpeculatiye: A 
& ſevere Dialectic is then the only Rule that can 
inform us, what Degree of Confidence we 
46 ought to allow to the different Propoſitions 
E chat are ſubmitted to our Judgment: Let us 
e eee em r n 
« ourſelves 


— 


( 


« qurſclves in Algebra, every Men the: Ge- 
« ſtion in abſtrast Sciences and metaphyſicab 
« Combinations require it: But in the Opera- 
« tions of the Soul, conſidered as it feels and 
« as it loves, let us take a quite different Rule 
c to direct its Emotions, or rather the wiſeſt 
« Philoſophy then is that which reaſons leaſt, 
& and which knows how to prefer the Emotions 
of the Heart to vain Diſtinctions, when theſe 
Emotions only lead us to Senſations which 
4 all Nations by common Conſent regard as 

& juſt, ſacred, and indiſpenſible; ſuch as filial 
« Piety to a Father, and the Love of a Father 
« to his Children.“ 


& I' conceive like you, Sir, that there is a. 
very lively Satisfaction in having performed a 
« difficult Analyſis with Succeſs, in having 
& diſcovered new Combinations, and unknown. 
& and more perfect Methods of arriving at 

& great Truths: But how unhappy ſhould Þ 
think you if you had never taſted any other 
% Kind. of Pleaſure ! Bountiful Nature has 
« offered us another Source of Happineſs, and 
& a Happineſs much ſuperior to that which the 
„ Sciences afford us; that is, the Power of 
e contributing to the Felicity of Creatures like 
© ourſelves ; that of loving and being beloved 

4 and in a Word, that of creating Happineſs. 
| « Are 
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Are you ignorant that this Advantage is the 


«"noblet Appurtenance of Humanity? it ren- 
6c ders us the Image of the Supreme Being, and 


- &< makes us participate in his Excellence. 1 


« ſay more, it makes us ſhare in his Happineſs. 
4 But of theſe Truths we are not to be con- 
& vinced by Reaſonings. Let your Heart act 
«freely; ſhut it not againſt the Sentiments 


c which Nature has placed there open it to 


* the Compaſſion it ought to feel for the deplo- 

6 rable Fate of this young Lady; bluſh not at 

c being a Father, her Sentiment render her 
«worthy of your Eſteem,” “ 48 


1 added my Tears and bees to what Mr, 
de Maiſoncourt had juſt ſaid : In ſhort, my Father 


having conſidered what he had heard with a 


Kind of ſilent Admiration, embraced him, 
ſaying, I am obliged to confeſs that you 
% have not ſaid a Word that has not brought 


et with it a Ray of Light; you have informed 
me of the true Diſpoſitions we ought to bring 


&. with us in the Search of Truth: I will pre- 


„ ſerye the Remembrance as Jong” as I live.”” | 


They reaſoned ſome time longer on the ſame 
Subject, and I ſaw that the Pleaſure my Father 
took in this Converſation, would Jead him to 


do what we would: have him. 8 principal 


ane i ene t 1 Difficulty 


81 5 
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Difficulty was removed ; but all the Obſtacles 775 
were not yet levelled. - 


My Father aſked what we would have him per- 2 
form ; when Mr. de Maiſoncourt mentioned with 
all imaginable Precaution, the Manner in which 


he ought to behave on his appearing before his 
Father ; and told him, that it was indiſpenſibly 


neceſſary that he ſhould accoſt him as a Son that 
repented of a Fault which he deſired him to forget. 
However, notwithſtanding all che Softenings he 

| could invent, my Father could not conſent to 
ſubmit to the Humiliation which he found they 
required from him. He declared that he would 
very willingly ſecond.our Views ; but he could 
not ſtoop ſo low as to aſk for a Pardon. We 
found him ſo averſe to this Step, that we durſt 
not inſiſt on the Form of the Interview ; we 
however thought ourſelves very happy in ob- 
taining his Promiſe to come to Mr. de Vermont 5 
as ſoon as we ſhould give him Information. 
For my Part, I indulged the Hopes that he would 
ſuffer himſelf to be moved by the Sight of his 
Father, and that a tender Moment would make 
him Sor whos he then refuſed with ſuch Steadi - 
neſs. | 


From this Time I chiefly 800 myſelf in 


fincing t the Meatis of n him into the 
1 Houſe, 


I (136. , 

Houle, without the Houſekeeper's Knowledge, 
and this was'no ſmall Difficulty, Mr. 4e Franc 
help'd me to ſurmount it: He promiſed to de- 
tain, in concert with his Friend, her whom it 
was our Intereſt to deceive, and, to inform me 
of the Day they ſhould fix upon to hinder her 
returning to the Hou before our Deſign Was 
executed, 


But to my Enterprize was in a very happy 
Situation, I was always in fear of its failing 
thro' my Father's Inflexibility. I however let 
Mr. de Vermont know that I had ſeen his Son, | 
and that he longed to come and throw himſelf 
at his Feet, and to entreat his Pardon, I ob- 
ſerved that his Surprize at what I told him had - 
more Uneaſineſs in it than Diſpleaſure; I had 
fill ſome Repugnance on his Side to ſtruggle 
with, and tho” he did not give me his expreſs 
Conſent for preſenting to him the Perſon I ſpoke 
of, I faw that when the Moment came he could 
n got | refuſe to receive bim. | 


The Day in which this important Affair was 
to be concluded at laſt came: Under what Ap- 


x prehenſions did T ſpend the Night by which it 


was preceded What Fears and Hopes mutually - 
ed each other ! The Reconciliation of the 


Fawily,. of which I Was 4 Part, was 5 2 1 


Sort 
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deſired with the greateſt Ardour; ang if 1 
ried my Views to the Wealth that would flow 
into it, this was only that I might be furniſhed | 
with the Means of aſpiring to the Honour of 

receiving his Hand who had hitherto been a 
Father to me. What Felicity ſhould I find in 
ſharing with, him a Fortune; capable of flattering 
his Ambition, and reſcuing him from the Im- 
portunities of an Uncle who endeavoured to 
force his Inclinations! But what cruel Re- 
fictions ſucceeded theſe. delightful Ideas! How 
| e Foreman n Nie * 


Mr. de, Maiſencourt had agreed to bring with 
F, Mr. de Berville and my Father in his Coach, 
and to wait at the Diſtance of a few Doors till I 
made the Sign we bad fixed upon. The Mo- 
ment arrived : My Father entered alone, and.I 
introduced him into a Chamber that en to 

M. f | 


_ 


Let us firſt, nid he with 8 
« agree how you would have me to act; it is 
« in vain to, bring me hither with, the Hope 
% that I will behave with any Meanneſs on 
« your Account: You may be aſſured that the 
« whole World ſhall not force me to ſuch an 


T e « AM is 1 there is any 


oo” ( mY 

80 Meanneb, faidT, in bumbling ourſclves be- 
& fore a Father? If I had the Misfortune to 
c diſpleaſe you, no Submiſſion would appear to 
& me too great to regain your Affection. Do 
& you imagine, ſaid he, that I will be obliged 
& to conform myſelf to the Ideas of a Child ? 
& In one Word, I tell you again, that you 
5*© muſt not hope that I will do any thing that 
can degrade me. I will ſalute my Father, I 


& will make him no Reproaches, and I will 
© ſprak to him wichour Direerach ; This is - 
I can do for you, and T think that this is 

& much as ought to be expected.“ Yet 7 
44 have made us hope, faid I, penetrated with 
& Grief, that you would confeſs your Faults 
«and defire him to forget them.“ Tha 
«may be, "replied he with Impatience ; ; but 
then I yielded rather to your Importunities, 
ie than the Solidity of your Reaſonings. I till 
entteated him, but it was all to no Purpoſe: 13 
ſhort, he bid me make haſte; for he wanted to 
£0 home, becauſe he had ſome. Things in a 


err de 
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Ten en to inform Mz d Vrrnunf 
that his Son waited his Permiſſion to appear be- 
fore Kin? T did all 1 could to colour over, in 
the belt Manner poſſible, the Coldneſs I fore 
Ee there would be in his Behaviour. Mr. de 
l Ni ? Ver mont 
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Vermont could not hear of his Son's being k fo 
near him without having his Mind greatly agi- 
| tated : He made me no Anſwer when I begged 
his Conſent to my bringing him in : I took his 
Silence for a Mark of Approbation: „I am 
« afraid, ſaid I, that the Uncertainty he is in, 
& whether his Preſence will be agreeable to you, 
« will put ſome Conſtraint on his Actions; 
© condeſcend, dear Maſter, to give him Con- 
« fidence by the Kindnefs with which you re- 
© ceive him. You know that a Senſe of our 
'66 . ſhuts up the Heart.“ | £7 
4 If my Son brought with him as much Ten- 
tc derneſs as I am diſpoſed to feel for him, re- 
6e plied Mr. de Vermont, ſighing, he would have 
cc more Hope and leſs Reſerve : I know him to 
„ be a Man capable of but little Senſidility ; 
* but though I am afraid to find him unworthy 
of Pardon, I hope to ſee this Deficiency 
© made up by the Merit of his Daughter; ſhe 
alone ſhall have it in her Power to determine 
% me. Is ſhe with him?“ „ You ſhall ſee her, 
e Sir, faid I, and I hope you will find. her 
de worthy of the Diſpoſitions you entertain in 
6 ber Favour.” 348 
by then went to rejoin my Father, when 1 


e that he would ſeem willing to ſubmit 
Af bi { if 
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himſelf to Mr. de Vermont. «I will anſwer far 
66 it, added I, that he will not ſuffer it; and 
that you will have the Merit of a Submiſſion, 
without feeling the Shame that might attend 
it. He is very much diſpoſed to give you a 


* kind Reception; but is it not juſt that you 


* ſhould appear to make the firſt Adyances ?” 


AI throw myſelf on my Knees J replied my 

& Father. No, Ill never do, it; I will embrace 
& him, but no more, I aſſure you.” I then 
. faw that Philoſophers have their little punctilious 
Humour as well as other Men. In ſhort, 


vexed at his and Indifference, and 
trembling with Fear, left Mrs. Ain ſhould 
return before he left the Houſe, I determined to 
preſent him to his Father. Here, Sir, is 
« your Son; ſaid I, who comes to deſire you ta 


« forget what is paſt, and to aſſure you, that 


6c In ſpight of the Appearances of Indifference, 


& uiſible in his Conduct, he has always pre- 


« ſerved the moſt n Reſpe& for you,” 


Mr. & Fermont was too much troubled to per- 


ceive that my Father did not utter a Sy able. 
« Well Sir, continued I, walking up to him, 
« will you not condeſcend to give him one 
% Word of Conſolation?” He then looked 


n, Son, * Eyes that were ae 
5 | wt 
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wich Tenderneſs; but ſeeing the Coldaefs of 


his Behaviour: © You ungrateful Wretch, 


& cried he in a Tone of Indignation, fall at 


c my Feet, or for ever leave my Preſence.” 

46 O Sir! cried I, kiſſing his Hand, do not over- 
cc yhelm a Son, already too much humbled by 
& the Senſe of his Faults : Till this Moment 
6. you have conquered him by your Generoſity: : 
4 Finiſh your Work; he is worthy of a Father 
& like you.” But tell me, added Mr. de 

& Vermont, addreſſing his Diſcourſe to my Fa- 


ther, why do you deprive me of the Plea» . 


ce ſure of ſeeing your Daughter ? I would have 
& you know, Sir, that if I reſtore you to my 


66 Favour, it will be only from my Compaſſion 


« for you in the deplorable State which you 
« are reduced, and from an Efteem for her 
« Virtues: Why does not the appear?” I | 
then threw myſelf at Mr. de Vermont's Feet. 
« You muſt know her again, ſaid my Father, 


| & ſhewing me to him; you ſee her at your 


cc Feet.” I then lifted up my Eyes, with a 
Look of Timidity and Tenderneſs on Mr. 4. 
Vermont : His Surprize was ſuch as would not 
ſuffer him to find Words to expreſs it. How, 


* Conflantia, my Child! ſaid he at laſt with a 


cc deep Sigh : Ah! ought not I to have diſ- 
te covered it by every thing ſhe has done for 


6 me? You my Child] added he, giving me 


60 the 


Bs ( 142 ) 
e the moſt affectionate Look. You, ſhall, ac- 


& knowledge e the moſt er Fa- 
4 ther. 105 7 


| 1 and threw myſelf into his Arms, 

which he held open for me, and there conti- 
nued without the Power to utter a Word; 1 
broke from him however to fall at my F ather's 
Feet, and engage him to take Advantage of the 
| Tenderneſs ! had juſt, excited. Mr. de Vermont 
then held out his Hand in the moſt affecting 
manner, when his Son, unable to reſiſt the 
Force of a F ather's Tears; fell proſtrate and 
| kiſſed his Hand, with all 4he 842 of the 
moſt ſincere Affection. 1 


* 
7 'Mr. 4 Vermont was out of himſelf, his Agi- 
tation was ſo great that I perceived he was 
| fainting ; T informed his Son of it, who in- 
ſtantly. affiſted him with a Zeal even more ar- 
dent than that with which I was animated. On 
his returning to himſelf he found us both em- 
Ployed in procuring for him all the Relief he 
ſtood in need of. What, ſaid he, is it then 
WI true that I find i in my Son the Heart I wiſhed 


— 


"7; "1 for, and in my Daughter the Woman moſt 


el worthy of Eſteem l“ He held out to each a 
Hand, which we ſeized, at the fame Time 
; throwing ourſelves on our our Knees on each 

i : * Fre / Nee « Side - 
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Side of his Eaſy Chair. © Yes,” gontinued,hey 
after having looked firſt at one, and then . 

A at the qther. This is the moſt - happy 

18 « Moment of my Life. Enter again, my 
be. « Children into all your Rights: May you en- 

« ; Joy. my Eſtale with greater Happineſs than I 
5 have done but never. leave me. Deliver 

6 I "from the Tyranny under which 1 have \ 

| * 5) long groaned, and contribute to my Hap- 

c pineſs, fince. I contribute ta yours with ſuch | 


N ee dri 22 
[ 


| 10 cannot expral the pions? Delight I flex 
but, my Happineſs gas, not to be of a long Du- 
ration. The Difficulties my Father; had made 
before he entered the Apartment had occaſioned 
our loſing many precious Moments, and given 
Mrs. Alin Time to return, who entered with- i 
out being perceived, and nothing that her = f 
Maſter had juſt ſaid; eſcaped her: I was, going 4 
to thank Mr, de Vermont for his Goodneſs, when 
ſhe ſeized me behind in a violent Manner, and 
would have, ſtruck me, 1 my Father had not 
prevented her. Tbis Event made ſuch an Im- 
preſſion on Mr. de Yermonty that, he fell; into 
the ſame State which ſome Days before bad put 
me in Pain for his Liſe. My Father drove.out 
1 Mrs, Ain, and left me alone with my Grand- 
i father. +1 made uſe of all the Endeavours in my 


Power | 
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8 bene e Meda tam, on an a Occabon in which 
I | nis Preſence was ſo neceſſary ; for I forefaw that 
my Siſter and her. Huſband, as foon as they 
Wee informed of what had paſſed, would come, 
iin their Turn, to force me out of a Houſe 
. 8 where I had nobody to protect me: But the 
4  - Cate of his Chemie Operations was once more 
0 deſtroy all our Hopes, and it was impoſſible 
1 ieren film.” | 


R eo, 


| 8 was he gone, 4400 my Brothercin- 
© law, with the Houſekeeper, and ſome Dome- 
3 * mies, arrived: My Entreaties could have no 
)en on Men who hat deſigned to make uſe of 
 . Violence in forcing me away from my Grand- 
= father, and indeed 1 was conſtrained to abandon 
Rim to avoid the Treatment with which I was 
” nm „ een 


be * 1 * 8 A 7 | 4 : 


by * 
a f : "3 7 3 : — 


3 4 e indavy ind learn no News' of | 
8 rene by Mr. + Franc, | 
ere eee that the 
Ditorder he had been put into by his Interview 
wich bis Son, had made them reſolve to get 
BH * 1 him interdicted. Upon this Mr. 4: Maiſmtourt 
1 eee eee what 

Means he might prevent the Effects of this In- 

wann: kur he was told that he was gone 
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(145) | 
and that they did not know when he would re- 
turn. I now lived at Mrs. de la Chaiſe's, in the 
ſame State I was in before I undertook the En- 
terprize that had juſt failed; that is, without 
any Reſource. n e e 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt was ſo touched at my 


| Misfortune, that he durſt neither ſpeak to me of 
This Paſſion, nor offer me the Aſſiſtance, which 


he rightly judged I ſhould not accept. My Un- 
eaſineſs was too violent to be of long Continu- 
ance. I regarded all my Diſgraces as an Inti- 
mation from Hegven informing me, that I 
ought not to hope for Happineſs in this World. 
After long conſulting with myſelf, I found a 


00 Cloiſter to be the only Place of Security I had 
*; © left, and communicated my Thoughts to Mr. 


le Franc, who told me nobody was admitted 
into a Convent without Money ; and that tho' 
I had none, his Friendſhip for me determined 
him to ſtrive all in his Power to find a charitable 


"Lady to pay it for me : I choſe by Inclination 


the Hotel Dieu, where I reſolved to ſerve the 


Poor for the Reſt of my Life. 


I was obliged to ſtay with Mrs. de la Chaiſe 
till Mr. Ie Francs Endeavours were crowned 
with Succeſs ; my Regard for her did not pre- 
vent my frequently perceiving that I was a 

+ By 1 Burthen 


* 
ix 
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Burthen to her; and to render my Stay ftill 
more diſagreeable, what ever little Care I took 


of my Dreſs did not fail to give her frequent 
Inquietude ; and ſo far did ſhe carry this Hu- 
mour, that a Man having unhappily appeared to 
give me the Preference, I was obliged to ſuffer 
the Effects of her Ill- humour for eight Days 


1 4 D 
e * * 

Mr. hk Franc met with more Difficulty than 
he had expected in procuring the Money that 
was neceſlary ; and I then, Madam, recollected 
that you had already given me ſome Marks 
of your Favour : This I mentioned to him; but 
how great was my Satisfaction, when he re- 
plied, that he had the Honour of being known 
to you: He even added, pardon his Indiſcretion, 
chat you ſometimes made Choice of him to con 
vey your Bounty to worthy Families fallen into 
Decay. My Hopes were not diſappointed, you 
generouſly promiſed to advance the Sum I had 


. occaſion for; and I reſolved to take Advan- 
tage of vn Goodneſs. | 


F Scarce was this Reſolution formed, when I 
communicated it to Mrs. de la Chaiſe, who 
confirmed me in it in ſuch a Manner, as made 
me impatiently long to leave her Houſe ; and 
Mr. de Maifoncourt coming the ſame Day to pay 


us 
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us 2 Viſit, I defired her, from I know not what 
Motive, to conceal my Deſign from him: But 


I repented of this Step, as ſoon as he informed 
us that. the Preſident had wrote with great Ear- 
neſtneſs for him to come to him in the Country, 
probably to haſten his Marriage. I then ima- 
gined- that this would be the laſt Time I ſhould 
ſee him; I recollected that there could have been 
no Danger in letting him know my Deſign, and 


that the Manner in which he had always inte- 


reſted himſelf in my Affairs, gave him a Right 
to complain of my. concealing ſuch an impor- 


tant Event from him, 


a 1 od 


My Aunt's Indiſcretion however ſoon WE 


me; ſhe told him of it, and this News threw 


him into a Conſternation very difficult to be 
deſcribed ; But his Grief filled me with too 
much SatisſaCtion for it not to excite her Envy; 


-ſhe therefore gave me her Orders to retire, and 

at the ſame Time offering her Hand to Mr. de 

Maiſencourt, took him out with her, without 

giving him Time to deſcribe what he felt on my 
Account. 


$5 How many Tears did I ſhed as ſoon as we 


were ſeparated ! And with what Regret was 1 


filled at my not having informed him, before be 
SPE YT: Ga iis * N leſt FF. - 
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left me, of my Sentiments in his F avour | ! But 1 
was s obliged to yiewd to Neceſſitj. 


The Morning of that Day arrived in which 1 
was to bid Adieu to the World, when Angelica, 
my Aunt's Houſekeeper, entered my Chamber 
before her Miſtreſs was up, and after ſpending 
a full Half Hour in beſtowing the higheſt En- 
comiums on Mr. de Maiſoncourt, and deſcribing 
the Ardour of his Paſſion for me, ſhe gave me a 
Letter from him. I reproached hef in a very 
ſcrious and ſevere Tone for her Conduct, and 
told her that I would let her Miſtreſs know it. 
She made uſe of many Arguments to perſuade 
me againſt this Reſolution, and her Miſtreſs 
coming in, I put the Letter into my Pocket. As 
ſoon as I was left alone, I tried to open it with- 
out breaking the Seal. But what Advantage, 
ſaid I to myſelf, ſhall T reap from the Gratifi- 
cation of this Curioſity ? It is determined that 
in two Hours Time I ſhall enter into the 
- Cloiſter; and nothing that can be ſaid in this 
Letter that will be able to ſhake my Reſolution, 
Alas; if I had been to continue in the World, 

I would have lived only for him; why am I not 
placed in a Situation that would allow me to 
aſpire to his Heart, and to gwe him mine, with- 
out a Crime? He would have- rendered me 
büppy, and my Tenderneſs would have made 
me 
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me ſpend my Life in contributing to his Feli- 
city; but now I can only become his Miſtreſs : 
Vet if the State of his Wife is too honourable, 
this laſt is too unworthy, and attended with too 
much Guilt, for me ever to accept. At pro- 
nouncing theſe Words, I was going to tear the 
Letter, when I perceived that I had-broke the 
Seal. I bluſhed; but after a Moment's Recol- 
lection, continued I, yet after all, fince my 
Reſolution is fixed, and nothing can ever ſhake 
it, what Impreſſion ſoever the reading of this 
Letter may make upon me, the more Paſſion it 
expreſſes, the more meritorious will be the 
Sacrifice I make. Here J opened it, and what I 
read too deeply affected me, for me not to re- 
member the whole of it. The Contents were 
as follows : 


I ſhould reproach myſelf, dear Miſs, for 
„ the State in which I leave you, did I not 
„ know that I could not offer my Aſſiſtance 
te without offending you. The Opinion you 
% have of Mankind will not ſuffer you to ima- 
- 6 pine that there is one among them capable of 
& tharing his Fortune with you without en- 
. <- tertaining Hopes injurious to your Virtue. 
_ + Before you believe this, it ſeems neceſſary for 
“% him to find a Way to your Heart; for Love 
alone can make you overlook the Mortifca- 
"ME | 1 © tion 
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&« tjon which Souls like yours always find in 
receiving. But ſuppoſing all Men to be with- 
« out Delicacy, would not you be capable of 
4 refining the groſſeſt Soul? Is there one who 
« does not reſpect your Misfortune, and who 
« would not think ithisDuty to oblige you, from 
&« the ſingle View of ſuccouring diſtreſſed Me- 
« rit ? O undeceive yourſelf ! Know better 
v the Power of Virtue over our Hearts. Why 
« am not I permitted to expreſs all that paſſes 
« in mine? I dare aſſure you, that yours is not 
„ more pure, and that I would give my Life 
& to obtain the Confidence which the Rectitude 
of my Intentions deſerves What Pledge 
« ſhall J give you then of my 'Sincerity ? Tt 
„ ſhall be my Indifference. I am going to make 
« a very ſingular Confeſſion ; and that is, that 
I do not believe the Paſſion you have inſpired 
„ me with is Love; ; If it is, tis of a very 
different Kind from any I have yet felt. 
„ When I ſearch my Heart, I only perceive it 
4 filled with a reſpectful Eſteem; and my 
Affection for you has never raiſed in my Soul 
% Emotions which you might not feel; it in- 
ſpires none but noble and virtuous Senti- 


„ ments. What then can you fear from a Man 


„ who feels a Love like this? Condeſcend to 
put me to the Proof, and you will ſec that as 
- you think more Juſtly than cal Women, 


8 


8 a cc you 


A. 
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you have met the Man who beſt deſerves your 
« Confidence. I am not afraid to inform you 
« of my Sentiments, becauſe I believe them to 
« be worthy of us both: I do not flatter myſelf 
% however with my being able to perſuade you; 
„but at leaft I ſhall have given you a Mark 
«of my reſpectful Attachment, and of the ten- 
ce der Concern with which TI intereſt mH in 
« Cer Situation,” 


1 I am, Ee. 


Ahl too eaſily do you perſuade me, cried I, read- 
ing the Letter. But had I the Confidence you 
would inſpire me with, ſhould I not have Reaſon 
to fear the Weakneſs of my own Heart? Would 
it be ſo inſenſible as to ſuffer me to look with 
Coldneſs on ſuch Love and Reſpect? No, I will 
avoid ſo great a Danger, by accompliſhing what 
J have begun; and at leaſt if I cannot live for 
you, I will never be any Body's elfe, 


T had ſcarcely pronounced theſe Words, when - 
my Heart contradicted them, .and I was doubt- 
leſs going to relapſe into leſs reaſonable Senti- ' 
ments, when word was brought me that Mr. J 
Franc waited for me: A ſudden Stupefaction 
ſeized all my Senſes. This Gentleman per- 
ceived my Embarraſſment, and ſeeing me Eyes 
ſwimming in Tears, deſired thoſe that were in 
32 H 4 ce 
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the Room with kim to withdraw ; and when 
ve were alone, aſked the Cauſe of my Uneaſi- 
neſs : He ſpoke with ſuch Compaſſion, and in 
a Manner ſo adapted to procure my Confidence, 
that I gave him the Letter, and ſunk into my 
Chair. 


| He had no ſooner read it, than lifting up his 
Eyes to Heaven with a deep Sigh, he aſked if 
theſe Propoſals had been capable of changing 
my. Vocation. Finding that inſtead of anſwering 
him my Tears and Sobs were redoubled, he 
ſaid 3 “ If you really love the Author of this 
« Letter, renounce your Deſign of entering the 
« Cloifter; for Heaven will not accept the 
« Homage of a Heart prophaned by ſo criminal 
„ « a Paſſion. But is it poſſible, my Child, for 
e you to have been ſeduced by the falſe Deli- 

„ cacy viſible in this Paper? Have not you 
© ſtarted at the indecent Propoſal he has here 
made you? What does he here promiſe, if it 
is not to take you into Keeping? Are you 
4 ignorant that Men always make uſe of theſe 
% Artifices to ſeduce the Women whom they 
believe to be virtuous? Nothing is ſo dan- 
4 gerous to a Mind like yours as the Veil under, 
« which the Snare that is held out to you is con- 
« cealed : Vice is never ſo dangerous as when 
« it Omen the Maſk of Virtue. But that you 


cs may 
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% may know the Depth of the Abyſs into which 


they would plunge you, caſt your Eyes for 


a Moment on the Conſequences of what is 
propoſed, and fear not to take as Examples, 
thoſe unhappy Victims of the Corruption of 
the Age, thoſe Girls whoſe very Names are 
offenſive to Modeſty, They began by yield- 
ing to the ſame Weakneſs that you would in- 
dulge. Doubt not of their having had at 
firſt the Averſion you feel for the State they 
arein ; the Men who ſeduced them made the 
ſame Pretenſions to diſintereſted Paſſions, and 


to their being incapable of wounding their 


Delicacy ; they have dared to truſt to their 
own Strength, when the only Method. of 
Eſcape was by flying from the Danger; and 
therefore by expoſing themſelves to it, they 


have fallen. "Theſe ſame Men, aſter having 
ratified their Paſſion, were ſurfeited with 


them; and as they had taken the firſt Step in 
Vice, as their Souls, before ſo pure, became 


_ accuſtomed to the Shame of Guilt and Self- 


reproach, their Crimes were multiplied : 
They ſoon knew no Gradations in Vice, 
and neceſſarily fell into the moſt diſhonourable 
Sink of Infamy : And you, my Daughter, 
you whoſe Innocence and Candour I am bet- 
ter acquainted with than any one elſe; you 


* * who have always made ſo great a Scruple of 
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e the leaſt Matter that might injure your Re- 


„ putation 3 you, in a Word, who have a Soul 
„ ſo pure, a Heart ſo upright, you, I ſay, may 


«make this firſt Step to a Libertiniſm ſo con- 


c“ trary to your Principles. You would then 


<< no longer dare to lift up your Eyes to any 


* 


„ Perſon worthy of Eſteem; you would not 
« dare to fix them on yourſelf : For, my dear 
« Friend, that Principle within us that is the 
44 Judge of our Actions, is a Gift that ſprings 
4 even from the Source of all the Virtues. 


4 From hence we condemn it with the greater 


4C Severity, becauſe we cannot conceal from it 
ee“ the Degree of Conſent we have given to our 


« Faults: And as ſoon as the Voice of Con- 
cc ſcience is ſtifled, as ſoon as we ceaſe to re- 
« ſpect ourſelves, we no longer reſpect either 


© the Public, or Manners, or Laws: And ſuch 


4 js the Misfortune of whoever ſails in the prin- | 


3g Day 2 enter en. * 2 


« cipal Rules of her Duty, and the firſt Virtue 


4 of her Sex, that ſhe at once ſinks down into 
Vice: Heaven no longer takes charge of her 

„ Puniſhment here, that is referred to Men, 
4 and frequently an infamous Death is the 


'« Period to which the firſt Deviations. lead 


« What a Difference between this, and the 
„Life you ought to embrace, and which this 


4 
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Mr. t Franc at laſt painted the Advantages 
I ſhould meet with in a Cloiſter with the ſame 
Force as he had done the Misfortunes I had 
Reaſon to expect in the World; and concluded 
with aſking me what was my laſt Reſolution- 
To renounce every thing that can bind me to 
„ the, World, where I cannot ſtay without 
« Guilt, ſaid I in a firm Tone; and to conſe- 
« crate myſelf for ever to the Service of the 
% Poor.” He then aſked me what be ſhould do 
with the Letter, when I deſired him to burn it, 
that I might have nothing left capable of making 
me relapſe into a Weakneſs that had already coſt 
me ſo many Tears, 


1 now reſumed an Air of Tranquillity and 

Satisfaction: Mrs. de la Chaiſe re-entered the 
Room, and I prepared to ſet out with the beſt 
Grace in the World. When I was ready to go, 
Angelica came again to ſpeak with me in private, 
but I only let her know that I had put the Letter 
into Hands that would make a proper Uſe of it; 
and would hear nothing more upon that Sub- 


ject. 
As ſoon as I arrived at the Hotel Dieu, my 


Conductor preſented me to the Superior, and 


crew us both to a Corner of the Parlour, 
where 


— 
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where he told me, that he thought it neceſſary _ 
10 acquaint that Lady with the Subject of our 
luaſt Converſation, and aſked my Conſent. I 
readily agreed to it ; and the Superior being in- 
formed, promiſed not to ſuffer any body to ſet 
me that came from him. I was then ordered to 
deſcribe him we were ſpeaking of, that ſhe 
might know him if he made any attempt ta ſee 
me, and this was the laſt Time I was permitted 
to ſpeak of him. My Aunt, who in the 
Morning had looked- upon this as a Party of 
Pleaſure, now embraced me with many Tears, 
the ſame Day I entered into the Functions of 
* State. 


What a Spectacle was ** before me 
This Houſt aſſembles together at the ſame Time, 
Whatever is moſt great and moſt humbling to 
Human Nature. There acute Diſtempers, and 
Women in the Agonies of Child-birth ; here 
mortal Wounds, dreadful ' Accidents, cruel 

Operations, and further ſtill, peſtilential Diſ- 
eaſes; in ſhort every thing pointing out the 
' Miſery of our Condition. Ye Fair who idolize 
your own Perſons, go thither and mortiſy your 
Vanity : Ye Philoſophers who are hard and in- 
inſenſible, ye who are rich and feel no Pity for 
the Unfortunate, go there and learn the Sen- 
2 of Humanity; * the Repreſen- 
. tation 
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eation of ſo many Sufferings may open your 


* 


Hearts to Compaſſion. When we conſider ſuch 


a2 Multitude of the Unhappy, when we ſee the 


Greatneſs' of thoſe Miſeries with which they 
are afflicted, can we help being filled with Gra- 
titude for our own Eaſe and Comforts ? Can we 
avoid trembling at the Thought, that we our- 
ſelves are ſubjet to the ſame Misfortunes ? or 
while we are led to make theſe Reflections, 


help reaching out our Hand, to give them 
Aſſiſtance and Comfort ? | | 


But amidſt Objects ſo capable of inſpiring us 
with Humiliation, how many others ſhall we 


- find that make us recolle& all the Grandeur and 


' gratitude even of thoſe they Succour. Their Re- 


Excellence of our Natures ! I ſaw flying to the 
Aſſiſtance of theſe unfortunate Creatures, Girls 
filled with Courage and Magnanimity, who 
ſeemed ſuperior to the State of Humanity. No- 
thing is capable to check their Zeal, or oppoſe 
the Sentiments of their religious Pity. Neither 
the Happineſs they had Reaſon to expect in the 
World, nor the Fatigues of the Life they have 
embraced, nor the Meannefs' or Loathſomeneſs 


of their Employment, can ſhake their Cou- 


rage : Without murmuring, nay with Plea- 
ſure, they ſuffer the Rigour of the Inftitution, 
the Severity of Superiors, the Impatience and In- 


poſe, 


/ 


(x58 ) | 


Poſe, their Health, their Life itſelf, are of - ba 
when. neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Ob- 
jects entruſted to their Care. A Sacrifice ſo 
much the greater as they are not ſupported by 
the Hope of any Reward from Mankind. A 
Soldier braves the Approach of Death, a Man 
of Learning devotes his Life to Study, an Ar- 
- _ tiſt conſecrates his Labours to the Perfection of 
his Art ; but all theſe have Glory for their Ob- 
ject and their Reward ; all hope to poſſeſs a 
large Share in the Imagination of other Men ; 
and this Advantage, how chimerical ſoever it 
may appear, carries them forward, encouraging 
and enabling them to accompliſh great Things. 
But how ſuperior to all this is the Reſolution 
of theſe generous Girls? They practiſe the 
moſt difficult Virtues, devote their Lives to the 
3 Performance of the moſt mortifying Services, 
„ and chuſe the moſt rigorous Life, in the Cer- 
= - tainty of being forgot by all the World, and in 
- continual Forgetfulneſs of themſelves : What 
Magnanimity ! Is it not an Honour to have 
Creatures like ourſelves capable of ſuch heroic wy 
Efforts? Who would not deſire to imitate them, 
and will not this Imitation be productive of 
_ Happineſs to ourſelves ? Such were my Reflec- 
tions on this Occaſion. 


For 


__” 
ot 


| (7 $9 9 

4 e 7 25A ala 

For three Months I taſted all the Sweets, 
that a Life of Innocence, Labour and Peace 
could procure. Tho' my Health ſuffered great · 
ly by it, the moſt painful and mortifying La- 
bours did not diſcourage me. Peace of Soul 
and inward Satisfaction were my conſtant . 
ward. \ 


The Remembrance of Mr. de Maiſoncourt at 
firſt gave me ſome uneaſineſs ; but ſoon I thought 
of him only as of a worthy Man, whoſe Merit 
*: would have been ſufficient to juſtify in the Eyes 
| of the World, the Regard wy Wount _ 

' feel for him. 


i” He had . times em to ſee RY 
: ſpeak to me, and one Day found the Means of 
- penetrating even to the Place where I was em- 
: ployed ; and to facilitate his Acceſs, had given 
his Hand to a Woman of Quality who came to 
viſit the Poor. The Superior knew him; as 
for me, the Sound of his Voice reached my 
Ears, and I durſt not at firſt turn my Head to 
the Place from whence it came. As ſoon as he 
approached, the Superior ordered me to retire. 
And as for you, Sir, if you have any Eſteem 
© for this Girl, ſaid ſhe, or if you are an honeſt 
4 Man, you will ceaſe to folow her, and not 
FC „ come 
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come here till the Day when ſhe will pro- 
4 nounce her Vows: If I ſee you here again, 
you will oblige me to turn you out.“ He 
appeared ſo diſconcerted, that I could only hear 
him utter ſome unconnected Words, which 
doubtleſs let the Lady he waited on know, 
that he was not led thither from a Motive of 
Piety. 5 be 


I ought to confeſs that I had believed myſelf 
ſtronger than I really was; I could not refiſt 
the Temptation of turning my Head to look at 
him as I went away, and I found that I could. 
not yet ſee him with Impunity. This Event 
gave my Mind an Uneaſineſs which I found 
great Difficulty in calming, and made me ſen» 
ſible of the Neceſſity of haſtening the Time of 
my tang the Veil: I even deſired the Superior 
to let me ſpeak to Mrs. de la Chaiſe as ſeldom as 
poſſible, that I might avoid every Thing that 
might tend to open a Wound that was but im- 
eee | 


| The Religious and ne of the FOR 
4 jpegs before they would ſuffer me to take 
the Veil, to make the Inquiries uſual in the 
like Caſe, relating both to my Family and my 

Behaviour, and I waited the Reſult of theſe 

Informations, with the Uneaſineſs a Perſon al- 
Ways 


. -— ACS * 
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ways feels who dreads the Diſappointment of 


her Hopes: However, I endeavoured to com- 


fort myſelf with the RefleQion that I had a 
Conſcience void of Reproach. But how-great 
was my Sorrow and Amazement, when the 
Superior, ſome Days after, entered my Cell, 
and ſaid ; “ Prepare for the dreadful Proof 


Heaven is going to put you to: I know the Fer- 
vour of your Vocation ; but Providence op- 


ic poſes the Accompliſhment of your Deſires. On 


the Informations we have engaged ſome Gen- 
tleman worthy of Credit to take, we have been 
informed, that your Mother has lived in a diſ- 
orderly Manner, and that ſhe has left her 
Huſband to live with another Man ; your 
Father is an irregular Perſon ; Mrs. de Ia 
Chaiſe is a kept Miſtreſs; you were brought 
to her Houſe at Midnight, and Mrs. d. 
Launay complains that you have diſturbed the 
Peace of her Family. On this Report being 
made, we aſſembled, and nobody has dared 
to propoſe your Admiſſion. The whole 
Community are edified by your Conduct, 
we are perſuaded that you would make a very 
worthy Nun; but at the ſame Time we are 
obliged to maintain our Character with the 


Public. Our Rules, our Regard to Decency, 


and the Care of our Reputation, forbid our 
* into che Houſe one who has had ſuch 
«c bad 


: 1 * 
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«6 bad Examples. You are allowed t to ſtay ell 


« to-morrow Morning,” She then left me 


without waiting for my Reply. 


x | remained fixed and motionleſs ; the Exceſs 


of my Grief for ſome Moments deprived me of 
the Power of Senſation, and my Soul was over- 


 whelmed by the Weight of my Misfortunes. I 
| however found a Ray of Comfort dart into my 


Soul when I recollected, that notwithſtanding 


the Exceſs of my AMidtion, I had no Reaſon to 
- think that I had deſerved this Treatment. I 
have nothing to reproach myſelf with, ſaid I, 
and therefore am not ſo unhappy as I might 
be. Poverty, Affronts, and the Injuries of For- 
tune, may ſurely be ſupported when they are 


not attended with Remorſe. But what will be- 


come of me ?—I durſt not fix my Attention on 
this Idea; it preſented nothing but the moſt 
. terrifying Images. I could ſee nothing beſides 
| Guilt, Shame, and Reproach, that was capable 


of drawing me out of the Abyſs into which I 


was plunged. Great God, cried I, is it poſſible 
for thee to permit a. virtuous Woman to be 
forced to abandon her Virtue? No, thou wilt 


ſend me the Relief which thou now concealeſt 


from me, in order to render me more worthy to 
receive it. 


4 F ” * * , 8 5 o « 5 
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| Theſe gloomy RefleQions employ'd my Mind 
till the next Day, when I'reſolved to go to Mrs. 
de la Chaiſe, and aſt her to give me ſhelter, tio“ 
I was at the ſame Time under the greateſt Un- 
certainty whether ſhe would grant my Requeſt. 
Her Surprize on ſeeing me was extremely great. 
T made her acquainted with the Reaſons that had 
prevented my being ſuffered to take the Veil; 
to which ſhe replied by reproaching my Parents. 
© What would you have me do with you? ad- 
ec ded ſhe; your Mother has publicly declared 
that I had you in my Houſe only to make an 
„ Advantage of your Charms: You muſt be 
ic ſenſible of the Injury ſuch Calumnies are ca- 
4 pable of doing me. I would aſſiſt you ſtill 
-& with all my Heart; but you yourſelf ſee that 
*I cannot do it without furniſhing her with a 
« new Wonne; for i eting unn 


661 ould be ſorry, replied I, to give you the 


„ leaſt Uneaſineſs; but, dear Aunt, conſider that 
I had never ſuch Need of your Friendſhip, and 


„“ take pity on my unhappy Condition. | You 
„ know as well as I, that I can hope for no 


LAſſiſtance from my Siſter, and that my other 


Relations have it not in their Power to give 


dais 


« it me: I durſt not have Recourſe to Mr. le 


Franc; for the Ducheſs of ** and he are 


<266, certainly prejudiced againſt me, on 3 
«c 0 
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£ of my being turned out -of the Hotel Dies ; 
you are then my only Reſource, and if you 
« abandon me, what will become of me ?” 


Am l more obliged to help you than your . 
„ own Family? replied ſhe; your Father has an 
Apartment in the Suburbs, let him give you 
%a Chamber and a. Bed, and then I ſhall. be 
C ſecured from your Mother's injurious Re- 
4c proaches. While you are there P11 look out 
« for a Chambermaid's Place for you; for that 
« is the only one Po. can henceforward ex- 
0 „„ | | 


„ But, added I, with a Heart ſtupefied with 

_ Grief, if my Father ſhould refuſe to give me 
|  « ſhelter, where am I then to go?” That 
te there may be no Difficulty on that Head, re- 
& plied my Aunt, I will give you an Order on 
. 4 my Upholſterer, for him to furniſh you with 
6 Bed.“ I durſt not inſiſt any further, but 
having returned her Thanks, I went to my Fa- 
ther's, who conſented that I ſhould lodge in the 
ſame Houſe with him, on Condition that he * 
ſhould neither be burthened with my Company, 
nor with finding me in Proviſions ; for he him - 
ſelf always eat abroad. I hoped that my Indu- 
ſtry would procure me Food; but before I could 
* it nu that I ſhould have ſome- 
" 
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thing to work upon, and I had no Money to 
procure myſelf the Means of Employment. 


I let my Aunt know this new Perplexity ; 
when ſhe permitted me to come and dine with 
her, whenever ſhe' was without Company. I 
could not conceal from myſelf the Mortification 
this 'neceſſarily gave me; and tho? I had been 
willing to overlook it, her Servants, who were 
informed of my Miſery, and who. were Wit- 
| n<fſes of it, would have made me remember it: 
This was properly to beg my' Bread, What a 
State was this for a Girl deſtined by her Birth 
to enjoy all the Elegances of Life ! Whatever 
Inquiries were made to obtain a ſuitable Place 
for me, were all to no Purpoſe ; no other Mi- 
ſtreſſes would accept of me than thoſe in my 
Aunt's Station; and the honeſt Women refuſed 
to take me, as foon as I let them know that 
they were to inquire my Character of her. 


Mr. de Maifencourt being informed by Ange- 
A6 of my having left the Convent, J defired 
my Aunt not to engage him to come on the 
Days I was to be there; and accordingly the 
firſt Time I heard his Coach I retired out of 
Sight. He ſtaid with her a conſiderable Time; 
| but going at laſt, T went in again; when men- 
tioning the Lenggh of his Viſit, my Aunt told 
I To me 
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me that he had been giving her an Account of 
the new Perſecutions he had ſuffered from his 
Uncle's teizing him to marry; that he had at 
laſt promiſed to ſubmit; and that the Proofs of 
Averſion I had given him was the principal 
Motive that had determined him; that this Af- | 
fair was ſoon to be concluded, that this alone 
employed him, and he no longer thought of me. 
What my Aunt told me, gave me a very viſible 
Uneaſineſs, which ſhe ſtrove to increaſe in or- 
der to be the more certain of the Situation of 
my Mind, > 
When I deſired him not to come and ſee 
« me on the Days when you were here, added 
« ſhe, with an ingenuous Air, he replied, that 
<6 he was ready to obey me; but that this Pre- 
* caution appeared very unneceſſary, ſince he 
66 was determined to think no more of you.“ 
My Aunt ſaw that ſhe gave me the keeneſt 
Pain, and after a Moment's Pauſe proceeded, 
„However, what you loſe on the one Side you 
« gain on the other. Mr. Dutertre, ſince your 
leaving the Convent, has entertained - a 
% F riendſhip for you: Your. Misfortune has ä 
„ moved. him, and he has not concealed his 
« Regard for you: As I have let him know 
% your en he en me to * for 
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„ you immediately ſuch Things as you want 
<«< moſt. 


At this Moment Mr. Dutertre entered; when 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe told him, that ſhe had been 
letting me know the ' Regard he had for me. 
« Are you not very happy Child, ſaid he, putting 


« his Hand under my Chin, to find one that 


Cc pities your Miſery ? What would have be- 


c“ come of you, if you had not found one that 


& would have obliged you gratuitouſly ? I keep 
& here four or five raſcally Footmen, and I was 
going to have one more, but Pl freely give 
„ you what I ſhould have laid out on him. 
J cannot indeed ſay ſo many fine Things to 
you, nor make you ſo many Compliments as 
« Maiſencourt ; but I can open my Purſe, 
« look'e. But what is moſt extraordinary, I 
& only oblige you on Condition you do not 


ec take it in your Head to fall in Love with me: 


« For I inform you before hand, that if you 
„ ſhould grow fond, you would pay your Court 
&« but badly to your Aunt. Nay, but don't 
% look ſo diſdainfully, added he, perceiving the 
„% Air with which I received his Prohibition, 


6« you are not the only Girl whoſe Heart I have 
« ſoftened,” 
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I had now too many Subjects of Reflection 
not to deſire to be alone; I therefore went away 
in good Time, in order to return to my Fa- 
ther's ; Mrs. de Chaiſe deſiring me to come 
the next Day to go with her to buy what 1 


wanted. 
9 * 
, * 
* 


What, Mr. de Mai ſoncourt going to be united 
to another, ſaid I to myſelf, and I the Cauſe of 


his Indiffereace ! He loves me no more, and 
yet I feel that I never loved him ſo much. 


While I was examining theſe Ideas, I was no 


longer capable of ſmothering my Sighs and 


Tears, and I took fo little Care of ſtifling them, 


that a Woman who lived next me came to 


comfort me, and offer me her Aſſiſtance. I 
thanked her for her Kindneſs, without opening 


my Door. My Deſpair now made leſs Noiſe ; 
but it was more violent. I deſpiſed Mr. Du- 


tertre and his Benefits: I reſolved to return no 
more to my Aunt's ; for I deteſted her for not 
undeceiving Mr. ge Marſoncourt 5 I hated him; 
I hated mylelt. | 


The next Day I perſevered in my Reſolution 
not to go to Mrs. de la Chaiſe's ; for every thing 
capable of diverting my Thoughts from the 
Subject of my Unecaſineſs, became odious to 

me: 


* 


([. 86g T 
Pr par raj "withige face che Dinger 
of the Diy bef, fore, T Way Dru the Evening 
ſo faint that [ began, to be affr; ghted; and calling 
the © Woman who the preceding, Day h: had offered 
ot 5 her Aſfiſtance, "the went tq 1 get! or me What 
tlie e he would be colt! nouriſhing ; but. on 
1341 
Her Lea Befgund't ing ige Kees on the 
Red. The Cries © gave at ſeeing me in this 
State brought me to myfal, and I took ſome 
Nouriſhment, which ſhe had the Generoſity to 
give me, and at the ſime Time to refuſe ſome 
of my Cloaths, Which I would have g ven ber, 
as an Ackiowedgment for her 8 My 
Fainting was probably cauſed by the Exceſs of 
my Grief; for I had lived without Food on 
thoſe Days when I did not go to my Aunt's: 
Could I ſuffer, a harder Fate ? My Father was 
ſometimes 52 Days together without ſeeing 
me. The Stud Study of Natural Philoſophy, and 
more ARM ſome Experiments in Elec- 
tricity, employed all his Care and Attention. 
gave himſelf very li itte trouble about my 
wanting 1 Neceſſaries * but {xequently. threatened 
that he Would uk me ito, b be ſhut up in Priſon, 
if T I ever followed my Mother Lanes ; 
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| 1 Fondneſs for Experiments was ſo great, 

that he put every thing in practice, let the Coſt 

be vlt it would, in order ul gratify this rul- 
1 | 


ing 


o * a 
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ing Paſfion, and of I 4 that av 
aMiftive. Proof. 15 nm ta. Nay 750 
bringing with bim an  Upholfterer 3 and tho he 
did not expect to find me there, that did not 
prevent his reſolving to execute his Defign. . He 
ordered me in 2 blunt, manner to, get off che 
Bed 1 vas fitting upon, | for I had 1 no other Seat ; 
when ſeeing 1 that 1 did n not t inſtantly obey him, | 
he took me by the Arm, turned me out of the 
Room, and deſired the Upholſterer to ſet a Price | 
on the Bed, give him. the Money, and carry it 
away. In vain did 1 urge that it was not ours; 
I was only anſwered by Threatenings, = 


Marianre, the Woman who had aſſiſted me, 
was not yet gone home; but turned back, to 
add her Entreaties to mine; when finding that 
we were unable to prevail, the ſtopped the Up- 
holſterer at the Street Door, and threatened 
him if be dared to ſtir with his Burthen. My 
Father endeavoured to drive her away, and gave 
Her ſome Blows, whi ch I could, not hinder her 
receiving, She Toaded both of them with Abuſe, 
called the. People, to” her Alliſtance, and pro- 
teſted that the would not let them carry any 
thing away. The N. eighbours came running to 
diſcover: what was the Matter; many of them 
had never ſeen me before; however, ſome of 


nm having edel 8⁰ Mu Night. and 
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out in the Morping, this ſuddenly determined 
the Standers:by | to declare againſt me, by raiſing 
a Belief that I was my Father's Miſtreſs. Pre- 
poſſeſſed by this Opinion, they impoſed Silence 
on her who eſpouſed my Cauſe, and conſidered 
her as the Confidant of A Criminal Commerce. 
I might have thought myſelf happy had they, 
carried their Injuſtice no farther: But ſome 
Perſons, whom Marianne had diſpleaſed, de- 
clared, that they would complain of, her to the 
Police as a Woman who had introduced a young 
Perſon to my Father every Night. 

I took theſe Menaces for abuſive Speeches, 
uttered without any ſettled Intention ; but they 
were more in earneſt than I had imagined. The 
next Day the Commiſſary of that Quarter came 
to the Houſe a Moment after my Father went 

Judge, Madam, what Terror a Viſit of 
this Kind muſt give me. The rude Queſtions 
he put to me, his ironical Speeches, and ridi- 
culous Jokes, ſurprized as much as they alarmed 
me. I trembled, and was diſturbed at every 
Queſtion ; he took-my Fears for a Proof of my 
Guilt, and declared that he would ſend me to 
St. Martin's, with the Woman, who, accord- 
ing to him, would do me a kind of Service that 
would be far from being agreeable. © Six 
« Months Confinement, added he, by way of 

ns I 2 wy Raillery, 
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< ality, will make you tecollect chat Mr. 
« 4 Vermont is not your Father. If you were 
«his Daughter the Neighbours would know it. 
ce We have ſuffered ſuch as Jou to go on fo long 
4 that People are ſcandalized at it; 3. but as ſoon 
ce 23 you diſturb the Peace, it's our 8 to kg 
N eee 

To what Diſtreſs did theſe Threatning re- 
dice me! I was ready to ſink with Fear: How- 
ever, the Shame I felt at the Apprehenſions of 
the Treatment they intended for me, gave me 
Courage, ,and I was forced by this dreadful Ex- 
tremity to implore the Protection of a Man 
whoſe , Preſence and Services I would forever 
have avoided, I therefore deſired the Com- 
miſfary to permit me to ſend Marianne to Mr. 
de Maiſencourt's, to engage him to come 4x 
| declare that I had ſpoke nothing but the Truth. 
1 raft ſatisfy you, ſaid he, tho” it ſhould 
— only be to confound ſuch an artful Hypo- 
64 crite. But tell me again your. family Name,” 
allded he: told it him. aft. Right, I have 
C0 Orders | to, arreſt ; a Woman of that N me, 
cc © cried he, « on the Behalf of the Preſident of 
« ; ſhe is doubtleſs your Mother, or 
« ſome other Relation : Will an honeſt Man | 


2 own 85 . chat belongs. to, Tuch a Fa- 
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OW 1 
This Diſcourſe redoubled my Apprehenſions 
of Mr. de Maifencourt s not being found at home; 
and I was ſo. taken up with the Horrors of my 
Situation, that I did not reflect on the diſa 
ble Office I was going to give him, by fe. Nl 


him to interfere in an Affair ſo much beneath 
him. By this Tims the Houſe eee 
with People, | li m bad bl 
My Apprehenſions were at the Height when 
1 heard a Coach ſtop at the End of the Street; 
Mr. de Maiſoncourt appeared, and Hope and 
Joy revived in my Heart. His Preſence put a 
Stop to the Commiſlary's low Impertinence: 
He came with a grave and majeſtic Air, with 
Looks full of Aſſurance and Grief ; theſe pro- 
cured him the Reſpe of thoſe who ſurrounded 
us, and they obſerved a ſtrict, Silence. 
came up to me; while 0 Reſpect with which 
he ſpoke to me, ſhewed that I had not been 
guilty of Falſhood, I told bim i in a few Words 
what had happened, when he had the G oodneß a 
to tell the Commiſſary that he would anſwer ſor 
me, and to deſire me to follow him to his 
Coach; when I making ſome Difficulty of it; 
he ſaid, Vou need not be afraid to go with 
„ me, you will find there Mrs. 4 la Chaifes 
& who was very uneaſy at not haying ſeen you; - 
* theſe two Days, and therefore came to my 
1 I wy 0 Houſe 8 


( 174 ) 
1 Houſe, juſt before you ſent to inform me of 
de this Affair, to know if I had heard any 
« News of you. ButI muſt not go, added he, 


cc without acknowledging and rewarding, Ma- 
« rianne's. Services. I love a good Heart, 


cc wherever I find it.“ She then experienced 5 


his Liberality; he even deſired her to call i upon 
him, and told her that he would gladly ſerve 
her as ſoon as an Opportunity offered. 

| This Behaviour brought © over the Mob to our 
Side, and the Event that was to have ended in a 
Manner ſo afflictive to me, became a kind of 
Triumph: For one can hardly give any other 
Name to the Manner i in which the People con- 
ducted us with their Acclamations to the Coach. 
| While the Commiſſary, probably fearing that 1 | 
ſhould complain of his Behaviour, attempted, | 
while I was getting into the Coach, to hammer 
out ſome Excuſes ; but T did not pay the leaft 
Attention to him, and this was the only — 
venge I thought e to N | 


Mrs. dela Chaiſe was under a mortal Uneaſi 
neſs till we rejoined her. We went with her 
. home, and while we were going I ſatisfied her 
Curioſity, by relating the Cauſe of the Event 
_ had ou I 8 


* | 15 3 n 
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pen we werent Mrs M dla Chic, Me, 4 
Maiſon + told me, 155 how uncertain ſoever 
he | Was, , whether t this laſt Proof of his Affection 
Would be as little agreeable, to me as all thoſe he 
had before given me, he could not refuſe bim- 
ſelf the Pleaſure of returning Good for Evil. « Tt 
« ſometimes happens, I replied, that we ſuffer 
« ourſelves | to be offended by. a Behayiour 
* which Olrcumſtances have rendered, ingil- 
« penhbly neceſlary ; tho her whois: reproached 
"a 1 it has 5571 in Proportion to the Pain 


ven her elf. fo 1 her obſerxing 


e Co ndudt,” dvi Hun bog go! 
yy 4 ½ #4; 


wy Al "that is duttering - in this Auf wer, re- 
4 plied he, I can only r dots to the Graticude 
« you believe to be due to me; for it ſeems to 
. ſo little with your 71 1 88 to 
„ een eee 
'« 4 how. to ręconcil e ſueh eres. li- 
1 ments. . '« You are, to blame, 8 ir, to e- 
4 proach, her for that, ſaid Mrs. de ba. Chaiſe 
« oy, other but you would be pleaſed at fuch 
« a Prohibition, ſince by that ſhe] lets you know 
« that ” is afraid of Jou. dhe would not 
« avoid you if you, were indifferent to her- 
« But, you will, have Time enough to come to 
4 an Explanation, ſince I ſhall keep her till we 
& can find ſome Method of living for her : I 


1 4 . 40 believe 
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\ 


beheve. after the Service, you | | have juſt ve juſt. done 


& be 
Fj ber, e © won t continue to "forbid d you. the 
— Houſe” * I havenevet pretended, 
4c replied I, to drive from your Houſe 85 
< who were agreeable to you; but have thought 
40 myſelf T happy in being kee ? 
'« come here.” 14 uer | 


V7 | 
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1 wi deferred going to buy nk . Ihz d occaſion 
for till the next Day, when we were to confider 
of the Meaſures | to be taken to procure” n me A 
more tranquil Situation. I then ſaw myſelf en- 


poſed nel to the Solicitations” of. the Man 1 
loyed, and would have fled from; and it Tetmed 


ts Nr age art I was under WAS an Inti» 


<F+ . 
oe F et to which I was. go Wer) 5 8 a 
9 | + 

be | 91 2563 4, 2021130. WY 


af We dere oY" K xt Bp ; Pnployed Shayt 
reſs; and tho“ I 1— on EM a 
nent and Fah Diabinte, Mrs. 2 Chaif, 
"MiCforefire thi new \ Advatitazes Cloaths would 
Nee me over her. placed her principal Attention 
in ptchafing ſüch as would make me appear to 
"the LA Bin _ She bought the moſt 
diſagteeable "Head dreſs; © \ dark *Stii uf, a 555 Fl 
palr f illSmade Steh, wa in Wort tried ey 
Method to 'disfigure 1 me; but I fo happily ade 
* of that induſtrious Care, by Which Women 
4 55 Jen tz Tod 11% 1 Ao! 4 1 8 
e * : a. 
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make every thing turn to their Advantage, 
what was done with a View to make me ugly. 25 
ſeemed as if it had been deſigned for a contrary 
Uſe. Ought J not to reproach "myſelf for the 
Pleaſure I took in > Patch on this wars for: 
"= firſt Time? | 


* 
. 5 * % 
/ 1 „. : 


* e ee to the Rank of Mrs. 4 
ha Chaiſe's Companion, which Mr. Datertre 
obſerving, inſiſted upon my having a genteet 
full Drels, and every thing ſuitable to it; and at 
the ſame Time threw upon the Table a Purſe - 
filled with Gold; telling my Aunt that ſhe 
might take out of it what was proper to enable 8 
me to make a genteel Appearance. entre 


FY 


When I refledted on the Liberality of a Man 


who had no apparent Reaſon for beſtowing i it on 


me, I was diſturbed at his Motives, and ſome⸗ ö 
times expected there being ſome Myſtery in i 
which I could not fathom ; at other Times 
attributed it to his great Wealth that, allowe 
him to ſerve me, without his being put to the 
leaſt Inconvenience. , But though T always 
found ſomething humbling in his Benefits, I 
cannot deny my being ſo yain as to feel a great 
Delight from the Prof pect of being genteelly 
Dreſt. What a Difference was there between 


theſe Senſations, and thoſe I brought with me 
"i 5 fronn 


15 
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from the Hotel Dicu ! A Proof of the Heart” 
being capable of the moſt unaccountable Changes 


3 and Contradictions. 188 


It was agreed, that the firſt Day I wore my 
new Suit, we were to go with Mr. de Mai- 


ſoncourt to the Feaſt of Sr. Cloud. I had never 


yet ſeen any thing of that Kind; but notwith- 
ſtanding all they told me of the Caſcade and 
| F ountain, I muſt confeſs that my Attention 

was more freely led to obſerve the Company J 
found there. That is, my Vanity was more ex- 
cited than my Curioſity; and this Party of 
Pleaſure was * on as fine a ay as could be 
—_ 


When we were in the Walks leading from 
te Park, my Aunt bid me ſeveral Times walk 
before with Mr. de Maiſoncourt ; but I was in 
no Haſte to obey her Orders; ; becauſe I would 
have avoided hearing, what I plainly ſaw he had 
2A Deſire to Tay to me; but as he perceived it, 
be had the Addreſs to make me enter into his 
Views without my having any thing to object. 
« Mind what ſhe ſays, Miſs, ſaid he, your be- 
© ing ſo near is no Advantage to Mrs, de l 
=. Chaiſe, it makes her appear only tolerably | 
«© apreeable; and therefore whatever diſlike 
you may have to go with me, it ſhould not 

| 3 « * hinder your * ſome Complaiſance for 
oF | | . « ker 


”> , 


e Steps; and yet are not ignorant that 
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ce her Humour.” « You are ons 7 Alling 
e to me of diſlike, cried I, nta! ſome 
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never 


had any to you; but it is not decent for me 
« to walk with you alone ; nor for us to hold 
* private Converſation. | How ſo ? replied 
„ he with Vivacity „ You will Kill be under 
your Aunt's Eye; 'he will be a Witneſs to 
4 l our Actions.“ «Will the be ſo of your 
„ Diſcourſe?” added I caſting down my Eyes. 


© If ſhe was of the Seniiments you inſpire me 
„ with, faid he with an Air of Tendernefs, 


„ how would the hate you ! Tis true, the is 


© not abſolutely ignorant of them; but ſhe is 


very far from believing them ſo paſſionate as 


et they arc” —** Suppoſing theſe Sentiments were 


ſuch as Mou ſay, replied I, I would believe 


«her ſo much My Friend as not to diſapprove 


. them.“ — You muſt know the contrart”, 


'<«& purſued he; you can't be ignorant that wher 


* ever ſhe is, ſhe would have us neither have 


* 


* Eyes, Hearts, or Reſpect, for any but hes jet 
e ſelf; and you are capable of robbing her 

« all theſe Advantages.” T could not ayolg 
giving him a Look i in which v was painted. all my 
Gratitude ; for a Woman even when ſhe ſin- 
cerely ſtrives againſt the Impreſſions made by a 
Lover, Lins him, with the ſame Sincerity, 
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Proofs of her not being inſenſible either to his 
Jo eee "yornytH 15 


* 1 
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cc What Keaton be. 1 — 1 ſorry, added 
40 Mr. de Maifoncourt with a Sigh, for my hay- 
8 ing ſeen 3 you in this State] Hitherto you have 
2 let We know, the Power which Candour and 
F natural Graces h have over the Heart : To Day, 
4 bc without loſing a any of theſe Advantages, yau 
$ make me 6 8 of that which a noble Pre- 
bl fence, a raviſhing Shape, and an Air of 
Ce Grandeur gives, Attractions that render even 
e your Pride amiable.” Was I not in the right? 
C ſaid I, with an Air of Perplexity ; I was not 
oe miſtaken i in thinking you would abuſe a par- 
ce ticular Converſation, by making it ſerve to 
cc amuſe yourſelf at my Expence.” © Amuſe 
1 5 myſelf! ſaid he, with a Look tha; paſſed even 
1 60 to my Heart: Oh how lytle do you know 
40 the Nature of that Enchantment you haue 
de wrought! but! in order to diſtinguiſh Things 
e like theſe, you ought to be capable of Love. 
What always unjuſt, cried I, fretfully ; I be- 
* gin to think that you make me theſe Re- 
"© proaches, only to have a fuller Aſſurance that 
"6 I deſerve them perhaps but t $00 , little ; F 
„ tho' I had the Sentiments you ſeem to deſi . 
60 Whether would they lead me? cangot carry 


* 11 View. en 2 et 
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ce to place m me in 2 State chat would do honour 
4 to me3 and I ſhould think myſelf unwerthy 
of your Eſteem, you would be even unworthy 
of mine, if you had Deſigns on me which 
<6 N and Honour would not age of a 
11 

4. What, replied be badly, do you be no 
« Medium between theſe two Extremes ? Since 
you yourſelf know that I am not at Li 
5 to follow the Inclinations of my Heart, can- 
4 not you form an Idea of a State capable of 
« recompencing me for this Privation, without 
«: finding any thing in it hurtful to you? Can 
you not form an Idea of a pure, delicate, in- 
cc nocent Connection between two Perfons of 
&« different Sexes ? Are you not ſure of your- 
« ſelf; are you not ſo with reſpect to me? Can 
«you reproach yourſelf for any thing that has 
c paſsd between us fince I have loved you ? 
% What Danger do you ſee then in ſtaying with 
4 Mrs. de la Chaiſe, and in permitting” me to 
" bt IGOR 7er W 9? 
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* But, $i, faid h the Palicity I enjoydeges: 
= «fect abd ata lab: T can place but little 
« Dependence on my Aunt ; and my Circum- 
5 ſtances are ſo diſproportioned to my Appear- 
tc ance, that I know not how I have been able 
2222 accept of ſo many Ornaments; but 
3 m i 1.408 Motives 
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* MotiveswhichItbould: Absenden 
. myſelf, have made me paſs over ſuch juſt and 


c rational Conſiderations.” I bluſhꝰd at finiſhing 
theſe Words, and turned my Head to look where 


Mrs. de la Chaiſe was. Mr. de Maiſoncourt per- 


ccived that I regretted my having ſaid what had 
juſt eſcaped me, and eagerly: replied, How 


4 happy ſhould I be to know theſe ſecret Mo- 


4e tives, which you would conceal even from 
66 yourſelf! I am ignorant what it is that makes 


| 2 me ſo paſſionately deſire to know them.” 


© That i is becauſe you probably gue(s, that they 
«. are not unfavourable. to you,” ſaid I, 2804 
ping to wair for my. Ant.. ton 


— 


We. now ion, his Entreaties with ſuch 


| Expreflions, chat I at laſt ſaid, If nothing but 


« that will ſatisfy you, I have conſented to ſuf- 
« fer. myſelf to make this Appearance, that you 


2 might have leſs Reaſon to bluſh at your 
Choice; I would render myſelf more worthy, 


at leaſt eee of week of 4 


2 3 
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« Man like you.“ 
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Tranſport of Joy with which he was filled by my 


| Aniſywer ; but ſcizing-my Hand, he kiG'd it with 


8 which my Aunt perceiving, called out, 
* . 
* 
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bang Folks, don't walk ſo faſt,” 1 his 
1 for what he had done while we waited. for 
her coming up; and was indeed as much dif- 
concerted, as if I had been guilty of a conſider- 
able Fault ; and indeed I had committed a very 
great one, fince I had diſcovered my Weakneſs 
to the very Man from whom I ought to have bid 
it with the greateſt Care. 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt was bantered for this Ac- 
tion in ſuch a Manner, as prevented his being 
guilty of it again; while I reſolved to walk 
with Mr. Dutertre, tho' at the Hazard of being 
obliged to ſuffer by the Rudeneſs of his Jokes, 
We ſoon arrived at the Place where we were to 
- ſee the Water-works; when I, for the firſt Time, 
found myſelf one of the Objects that fixed the 
Attention of a Swarm of thoſe gay and giddy Cox» 
combs, who, in one and the ſame Day, areatevery 
Place of Diverſion. Theſe ogled me urimerci- 
fully; but Mr. de Maiſoncourt perceiving, that 
what fixed the Attention of a Number of theſe 
pretty Fellows upon me, was my being unhap- 
pily in the Company of a Woman of ill Fame; 
de gave me the Hint; and under the Pretence of 
ſeeing better, we ſuffered ſeveral Perſons to come 
in between her and me. .Onwhich I really found, 
that as ſoon as they thought I did not belong to 
ber, the Looks they caſt at me were leſs inju- 

rious. 
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rious- How would this have added to my Va- 


nifty, if any thing had been capable of encreaſing 
that which had been inſpired by him hy; whoſe 


Approbation I was Woe ſenſible 46k 
n 

However, on my entering into my A 
ment in the Evening, I could not avoid making 
ſome Reflections on myſelf. What Changes 
have happened in my Situation, ſaid 1 in the 
Space of a Month ! From the moſt peaceful 
State, I paſs'd into a Life filled with Trou- 
ble; ; into an extreme Poverty, that reduced 
me to the moſt deplorable Wretchedneſs; 3 
from whence I find myſelf ſuddenly raiſed to 
Opulence. But what Reflections aroſe in my 
Mind, when I compared the Purity of my Sou!, 
While I was expoſed to fo many Misfortunes, 
with the Emotions of Vanity, and the Proofs, of 
Weakneſs I had Reaſon to reproach myſelf 
with, fince my State was rendered eaſy ! Is the 


5 being attached to the Advantages of F ortune, 


Aid 1, incompatible with inward Peace and 
Tranquility of Soul? Scarce was I happy when 
T became vain and guilty. My Misfortunes had 
not been able to lead me to one Action that 
Called for Self. reproach ; but a Moment of Pro- 
ſperity became to me a Source of Regret, Other 
Ideas ftil added to my Te 1 5 
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While I, faid I to — ive, in 
Tiangaithy," perhaps my Mo & feld the 'S | 
preflihg Want: Tis true the has fafled 1 
Duty 1 E3 ſhe has failed in her Diity'to' God | 
and herſelf; but ſhe is unhappy ; ſhe is . 
Mother ; and what more valuable Title can ſhe 
have to my Pity ? As Mr. \Dutetr} has ſo f 
dily with a conſiderable Sum, hy * 
he nbt put himſelf to the tame Exiphce tb fuc-⸗ 
*cour the Unhappy FIT was then ignorakit;” th thi Pp 
thoſe who are thought the moſt generous Men 
are frequently only fo thro* 2 = 


a'Defire'of performing” whit Weh higgih 
to chern Honour, e e Laine wil 
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Fromthis Time two Things engagedniywhole 


Attention 2 the Care f ſearching.Sor my Mo- ev. | | 


ther, and. that of ayoiding. as much as poſſible a 
May who every Day became more and more 
dangerous. I began with taking all the neceſ- 


Aa Meaſures for procuring; the firſt of theſe 
.Advantages ;. and hoped for the other from the 
Prudence and CircumſpeRion with which I re- 


ſolyed to behave to Mr. 4 {ai/orcourte  ,, 1, 


Nut at the Moment when we leaſt erhebe 
it, one of iy Aünt's Friends eam to inform 
us that ſhe had found an agrecable Place for me; 
*and that ſhe had mentioned me to the Lady, 


Who deſired I ſhould come immed iately. She 
t ee een to eee 230M) wW aſſured 
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| | Nee than her Woman, anq that the 
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Rel in Net, 1 hould be cather the Lady's 


ould become extremely lucrativgy. ſince 
the Maſter of the Houſe had lately gathed a Law- 
Tit, by which be had obtained an Eſtate that 


| Fro him j in ſixty thouſand Livres * | f 
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-4 © The Things we have, moſt belief hen 


happen when we are grown indifferent, and 
ſometimes averſe to them, This News, which 
ſome Days before I;ſhould; have received with 


Joys threw me(into,a.Conſtervation,, the: Cauſe 


'of which 1 could not at firſt We fl, cover., 1 
began to enjoy a State of Eaſe an ranquility, 
und it ſeemed hard to change it ſd ſodh for that 
e Servant: I was not inſenfible, that theſe 
Fromiſes of treating a Girl as a Companion, g 
. imerally” produce none of the Advantages 4 
_-which- Gitls are apt to flatter themſelves ** 
Ant they are not the leſs ſubject to the Capriccs, 
the Humour, and frequently to the III-treatment 
of 4 Miſtreſs, who. has ſeldom the Generoſity not 
to put them in mind of the moſt humbling Cir- 
2 5 nces belonging to their Station. On the 
ot ner hand, I thought that Mr. Dyfertre's bene- 
Ko ent Dilpoſition might. be. of no long Conti- 
nuance. Beſides, the Uneafines I was under, 
With reſpe&t to the Motive of the Services I re- 
Fd was alone — of rendering them 

- dif- 


1 
. 


— 
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1 diſagreeable S and making en Situ 
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Te theſe Reflections I added ſome ion » 
Mr. de Maiſoncourt. Here is, (aid I, the beſt 
Opportunity that could be offered me for my 
delivering myſelf from the Addreſſes of a Man 
whom I ought to dread. Can I flatter myſelf | 
with not yielding at laſt to my own Inclina- 
tions, if I ſhould continue in a State that will 
admit of his having the Liberty of ſeeing me 
every Moment, and of ſpeaking of his Paſh 
without Oppoſition But would not he dil 
dain me, as ſoon as he faw me a Servant 
Would he then continue to love me ? He wou 
not dare to juſtify to his own Mind the Inclina- 
tion he would feel for me: As ſoon as a Man is 
forced to 'bluſh at his Choice, he renguncey it 
without Delay : I would fly from him, but not 
in ſuch a Manner as would expoſe me to the 
Danger of loſing his Heart. In the mean while, 
what Reaſon have I to fear his Aſſiduities, and 
the Complaiſance of my Aunt, who gives him 
every Opportunity of ſeeing me alone ? Oh 
doubtleſs there is a Plot laid between them | I 
will fly from this preſling Danger : Heaven 
offers me the Means of Deliverance, what Rea- 
fon ſhould I have to reproach W if 1 refuſed 
to lay bold of is! as i 


=: 
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miſontourt's E eavours to perſuade me 
to abandon it; and as his and Mrs. de 1g Chai/e's 
 Entreatjes only ſeryed to fortify my Suſpicions, 
1 went the next Day and entered myſelf a Ser 
Ve to Mrs. Paſßerd. OY HH US 
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ws r Huſband had been e in 1 7 
orage for the Army in the laſt War; and as he 
15 always | but a ſmall Fortune, the Law-ſuit 
he had gained a few Months before, made him 
uddenly paſs from very indifferent Circumy 
ces to the Poſſeſſon of great Wealth, which 
his Wife reſolyed to make uſe of in ſuch 2 Man- 
Her, as to procure whatever would give her an 
Air of Dignity, and Splendor.” Mr. Deſbordes 
55 was a Man fleſs'd of great Wiſdom; he was 
of an even Fongelcending Lempr 3,0f a bene- 
5 it Diſpoſitio ition; 3 and extremely fopd of an- 
cient u toms, which | he ſometimes carried per⸗ 
5 to a ridiculous Extreme ; 5 but in, all other 
== he was Fl Man of plain good Senſe ; 
and was willing, while he, enjoy'd the Conve- 


%» 


de 'of Life, ta Foy Oftentation, and, a 


rofuſion of Expence. Hie Wife. Was pot alto- 
ther of his Sentiments ; : be bad granted her 
one Waiting Woman, he had taken two: It N 
was the ſame with regard to the Footmen ; ; ang 


the * inſiſted on heyy Wan | 
| herſelf, 


(mw) 
herſelf. Her Huſband carried his Complaifinde 
0 fat, as to promiſe her that his Coach mould 

be her's alone; and that he would be contented 
OY W hitherto done. 
24 4606 IL 448 TE 
Defoe s was paſt the Prime of Youth, 
5 was s the only erſon who did not perceive 
it; for the {till valued herſelf on her Beauty, 
She continually made uſe of Entreaties with her 
Huſband, to engage him to ſuffer her to lay on 
the Rouge ; ; againſt which he inceſſantly de- 
claimed. Friends were employed to convince 
him of the Injuſtice of oppoſing a Thing authos' 
rized. by Cuſtom. It was; repreſented as an In- 
decency for a Woman with an Equipage to 
want this artificial Bloom on her Checks, lince 
without it ſhe might be taken for a Chamber 
maid. Mr. Daſbordes did not however ſuffer 
himſelf to be convinced by the Solidity of ſuch 
Reaſons; he pretended, that having loved his 
Wife for twenty Years with the Colours Nature 
had beſtowed, he had the Courage to love her 
ſtill for the reſt of his Life, while ſne f 
in the fame Manner; and notwithſtanding the 
Pains - that were taken, he always perſiſted in 
maintaining his Sentiments no leſs than his 
Wife did, in giving him frequent Occaſion to 
diſpute the Subject ſhe mended her Com- 
plexion, and gave herſelf very little Diſturbance | 
wil vH 5 about 


(wo) 
about the /Coglneſs of his Bebaviour ; while 
Mr. Deſbordes following the Example of the 
more ſenſible Sort of Huſbands, finding himſelf 
unable to conquer, became accuſtomed to red, 
and _ no more about it. | 
a Towe however this Juſtice to Mis. Deſbor du, | 
that ſhe was not naturally what any one would 
" haye imagined from Appearances. She unhap- 
pily delivered herſelf up to the Advice of a Viſ- 
counteſs, with whom ſhe had lived at the Time 
when the Law-ſuit was depending. Her Foible 
' was to adore all who had à Court Air, and a 
Title of Quality. The Vifcounteſs therefore, 
' Whoſe Affairs were in a very bad Situation, 
took Adyantage of this Weakneſs, in order to 

vern her; and under. the Lxetence 8 of learning 


| ber whatever was polite and in Tafte, filled her 
Head with Chimeras and falſe Notions. YL 
1 n eee 
e con as the Viſcountel knew chat Mr, 
Defbordes had gained his Suit, ſhe ſent for a 
_ " Nephew ſhe had in Provence, and made him 
enter one of the Companies of Muſquetiers, 
He had been three Months in Paris, and it was 
pretenſled that in this ſbort Time he bad ac- 
guired-the Art of diſtinguiſhing bimſelf in the 
politeſt Company. Mrs, Deſbordes gave her 
Friend an Apartment in the, Houſe, and ſhe did 
not fh mm Relation... Ihe 
20003" ; Chevalier 
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and a Muſquetier, ſpoiled by the Indulgence of 


his Aunt, and that Freedom or rather Levity in 


Mrs. Deſberdes's Behaviour, which ſhe in- 


dulged from her being taught to believe that it 
was the Height of good Breeding, it could not 


be expected that he ſhould pay any Regard: t to. 


the Rules of Decorum. His moſt extravagant. 
Sallies, were all Flights of Wit, and all his 
Frolics the Proofs. of a Mind too great to be con- 
fined within the narrow Limits of Order and» 


Decency ; be therefore lived with my Miſtreſs. 
in the greateſt Familiarity, entered her Apart= 


ment at all Hours, received Leſſons from her 
Maſters, and ſometimes attended | when the was 


1 dreſſing at ber TVilct, in the Preſence of the 


Servants, or thoſe ho might be unexpectedly 
there. Tis true he did not wagt Senſe, his 


Follies proceeded from Self. eg e * a 


wen ae. 2 
© One Niglt, when I had been putting hy 
Miſtreſs to Bed, and was leaving the Room, 


che Chevalier and the Viſcounteſs were 


by the Door. This Lady ſtopped ine to aft 
ſome Queſtions, and while, ſhe was ſpeaking, | 


I obſerved that the Chevalier fell it into a deep 


Revery, on bis en W his Eyes | vpon me with; 


T7} an 


Chevalier behaved in the Family wihout«che . 
leaſt Ceremony and as he was a young Man 


— O— . —_r—— 


wh avs | 
Slut Mabks of Attention: 1 began do be diftuth- 


en t his Looks; when throwing hitnſelf on one 
| Kee; he begged a thouſand Pardons for the In- 
juſtice he had done my Charms, in not having 
paid that Attention to them which they” de- 
ſerved: -4 But if any thing can exeuſe me, ad? 
& ded he, it is my never befote having hall the 
„ Häppineſs of ſeeing you in a Night cap, and 
4 in this inchanting Diſorder. Ah Aunt, 
my dear Aunt, allow me to make before you, 
61a Confeflion of the moſt tender Love it i 


4 poſfible for a Man to feel: A Love 2 much 
6e the more violent, as it is the Effect of Na⸗ 


«ture; deſtitute of all the Aſſiſtance of Art: 
«Conkgſs, Madam, that you never faw ſuch N 
* Eyes, ſuch a beautiful Skin, ſo lovely a 
6 Cotfiplexion, and en an Arm. 0 — : 
Nee WII tl 232 10 e 
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4 „1. ſo HManed with this Pi rere ol "Rata 
gance, that I knew not what to reply, I ſtrove 
to ſnatch away my Hand which he held in his, 
Hing from him; I told the Viſcounteſs 
chi i he did. gat render him more circumſꝑett 

in his, \Behavi our to me, 1 would complain 420 
8 4 * 905 1. rid i u 03 * 
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the Paſſion'T had inſpired him with, and wes - 


heve that he would conſtantly have all the RE | 
ee ler me that'T Eeferved. | | 


In order to render my 8 as 3 
as it was poſfible to be in theſe Circumſtances, 1 
found the Means of geiting Mr. de Maiſoncourt 
acquainted with the Viſcounteſs, and from the 
Hints I gave him, he ſoon rendered himſelf. 
agreeable to the whole Family. As ſoon as it 
was poſfible for me to have a Moment's Conver- 
ſation with him, whatever was diſagreeable in 
my Station was ſoftened. A Glance of his 
Eyes, or even the Knowledge of his being under 
the ſame Roof with me, was ſufficient to render 
me contented. It was doubtleſs diſagreeable to 
him to ſee the Object of his Choice in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances! What Gratitude therefore did I 
feel for his continuing to love me in ſpight of 
the Humiliation of my preſent State ? I ſhall 
never forget the Addreſs with which he made 
me accept his Picture, under the Pretence (f 
returning a Pocket Glaſs he took from me. I 
thought myſelf obliged to inform him of the 
ſingular Declaration J had received from the 
Chevalier, and he gave me his Advice how to 
behave if he perſiſted in his Folly, and I had 
frequently an Occaſion to make uſe of it. I:- 


. had need of a great deal of Patience, to 
1 - K | ber 


his ſtaying a Moment with my Miſtreſs when I 
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bear all the ridiculous Things he ſaid to convince 
me: of his Paſſion: When I wanted to get rid of 


him, I threatened to complain to Mrs. Deſbordes; 
but he feared her Anger leſs than her diſcharging 
me, which would infallibly happen on her be- 
he informed of his Behaviour. A 35.8 


1 4 
— = 


; The Paſſion he hedcoticeived bor me prevented 


was not with her; and he even made uſe of every 
Pretence to have me called, or to go and ſearch 


for me; by which means Mrs. Deſbordes, who 


was fond of his Company, began to have ſome 


Suſpicion of the Truth, and at firſt mentioned 


it in jeſt; but finding that he perſiſted, ſhe 
threatened to turn me away. 


? The 8 in which the Viſcounteſs and . 


her Nephew. lived, at length grew very diſagree- 
able both to my Maſter and Miſtreſs ; and the 


latter finding that they had impoſed upon her 


Credulity, and under the Pretence of teaching 


her how to. behave. like a Perſon of Quality, had 
frequently made her ridiculous,” they both began 
cdj treat them with more-reſerye. Mrs. Deſbordes 
was one Day indiſpoſed, and the Chevalier com. 
ing in, and behaving with his uſual forward 

| Impertinence, ſhe ordered him to leave the 
Room. dated e, Madam is in 


* A her 


* * don@G 
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her Airs, I will go and meet a Friend I left inthe 
Garden.” He went out; and I undreſt my” 
Miſtreſs, and put her to bed; when ſhe ordered 
me to go and tell the Chevalier that he muſt not 
Aan her. | | 


I went therefore to anch for him in the Gar- 
den, where he was walking with a young Muſ- 
queteer of his own Age. Egad, ſaid his 
Friend on ſeeing me; if you will take the 
« Miſtreſs, I will take the Servant; for faith ' 
„ ſhe's a genteel Girl.” The Chevalier op- 
poſed him by ſaying, that I was a Girl worthy 
of Reſpet. © Reſpect ! added the other in an 
„ jronical Tone; I fancy you are in jeſt; Is 
e not -ſhe Mrs. Deſbordess Woman? Well, 
cc you ſhall ſee that I'll treat her like a Woman.” 
On ſaying this he attempted to put his Hand 
into my Stays z on which the Chevalier puſhed 
him away from me with ſuch Violence, that he 
had like to have been down, which he reſented 
by ſome bitter Speeches. While they were 
quarrelling, I ran in order to make my Eſcape 
into the Houſe ; but before I had reached the 
End of the Parterre, I heard the Claſhing of 
their Swords : When the Servants inſtantly ran 
to ſeparate them ; but did not reach them time 


enough to preventtheChevalier's being wounded. | +; 
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The whole Houſe was in a Conſternation at 


this: Accident, and Mr. Deſbordes ſeemed more 


concerned than any. body elſe: All imaginable 


Care was therefore taken of the Chevalier; and 


the moſt eminent Surgeons being called, they 
declared that the Wound was not mortal. 


. Tewasrightly judged that this Adventure would 
make a great Noiſe in the World, and that Peo- 
ple would not fail to place it to the Account of 
Mrs. Deſbordes. A Report was there fore in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread abroad of the Duel's being 
fought for one of Mrs. Deſbordes's Servants, and 
to render this more probable I was diſcharged. 


- However unjuſt I imagined this Proceeding, 
I could not leave the Houſe without Regret. 
J had lived in a State of Tranquillity, ſheltered 
from the Misfortunes I had Reaſon to appre- 
hend ; I ſhould have been too happy had I 
Ray'd, but Heaven reſerved me for new Trials. 


if 


TRE 


3 


sI could not have the leaſt Hope of 
& Afiſtance from my Siſter, whoſe 
Indifference for me had turned 
into a declared Hatred, on her 
learning the Attempt I had made 
on him whom the {till kept cloſely confined, 1 
was obliged to return to my ordinary Refuge 3 
and Mrs. de la Chaiſe very readily promiſed t6 
give me ſhelter. I now found myſelf expoſed 
. K 3 anew 
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anew to the Caprices of a Woman on whom I 


could ſcarcely venture to depend; and to the 
Aſſiduity of a Man, who was ſo much the more 


dangerous from his treating me with all the Re- 
ſpect my Delicacy required. 


I had always continued my Endeavours to 


diſcover the Place to which my Mother was re- 


tired; and now with the Hope of giving her 
ſome Aſſiſtance, without being burthenſome to 
any one, I conceived the Deſign to employ my- 
ſelf as a Milliner, and to lay out the little Mo- 
ney I had obtained by Service in purchaſing 
Goods proper for this Trade. I hoped to be 
able by my Induſtry to maintain myſelf without 
any other Aſſiſtance, and to place my Mother 
in a leſs deplorable State than that I d eng 


the might be in. * we — * — 


The very Idea of this Scheme filled me with a 
| Tranſport of Joy: I communicated it to my 
Aunt, ſuppreſſing-only what concerned my Mo- 

her, on account of her hating her too much to 
approve what related to her. She adopted my 
Project with a Vivacity that aſtoniſhed me; for 
I could not then penetrate into her true Reaſons: 
But it favoured, in the moſt admirable Man- 
ner, a Deſign ſhe did not yet think proper to 
discover to me. I contracted a Habit of work 


ber with her; and as what I employed myſelf 


P 
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about was genteel and faſhionable, there was no 
Impropriety in performing it before the Perſons 
who came to viſit her. ; 


I paſs'd few Days without ſeeing Mr. de 
Maiſoncourt ; but tho' his Viſits were frequent, 
they did not give the leaſt Diſtruſt; for he 
behaved with too much Circumſpection for 
any one to ſuſpect his Diſpoſitions with reſpect 
to me. I was, however, ſometimes tempted to 
reproach myſelf for ſuffering him to indulge his 
Paſſion; but his Diſcourſe was ſo diſcreet, his 
Endeavours to pleaſe me fo reſpectful, that I 
could not find the leaſt Pretence for avoiding 
his Company. The only Thing that diſturbed 
me was the long private Converſations I ſaw 
him frequently hold with my Aunt; and when 
I aſked the Subject of them, he always replied, 
that he had been talking to her about me, to 
engage her to approve his aſſiduous Endeavours 
to pleaſe me, and to keep up the ſincere Friend. 
ſhip ſhe ſeemed to diſcover for me. I was obliged 
- to be contented with theſe Reaſons, tho' I was 
not entirely ſatisfied with them; but it never 
entered my Thoughts, that in theſe Converſa- 
tions they treated of ſuch Things as were neceſ- 
fary to be concealed from me. 


But the Tranquility I enjoy'd was ſoon di- 
— by Mrs, de la Chaiſe admitting as 
K 4 | Viſitor 


Viſitor a-young Nobleman, who was juſt come 
out of the College. The firſt Merit ſhe diſco- 
vered in him, was his being ſtruck with her 
Beauty ; and indecd he himſelf was extremely 
- amiable. - This ſhe aſſerted in the moſt rap- 
turous Expreſſions ; and the firſt Time I ſaw the 
young Count, I perceived that ſhe had not ex- 
aggerated the Charms of his Perſon ; for I never 
ſaw a finer Figure. His Looks were at the ſame 
Time lively, ſoft, and perſuaſive ; and the No-- 
bleneſs and Dignity of his Countenance ſuffi- 
eiently denoted his Birth and Education; while 
the only Fault I found in him, was an Air of 
Haughtineſs and Diſdain: But I have ſince 
found that he was extremely jcalous of his No- 


| bility, and thought he had a Right to deſpiſe a 


Number of Men of Quality who had more Me 
rit than himſelf. | 


The Count, on his entering the Room, threw 
his Arms about Mrs. de la Chai/e's Neck, while 
ſhe laviſhed her Careſſes and Praiſes on him. 
The Count's Vivacity had prevented his ob- 
ſerving me; but at laſt he perceived me, and 
bowed with a more compoſed Air: When my 


" Aunt cried, . Go and embrace my Neice; 


'« don't you think her amiable ?” „ Yes cer- 


| - © tainly,” replied he, and immediately obey'd 


her. 1 obſerved that he regarded me with 3 
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Look of Attention; that the Vivacity r his | 
Manners diminiſhed, and that he ſaid nothing 
without watching how I received it. When he 
entered, his Gaiety had proceeded even to Folly z 
but he now became more reſerved. He had 
never been uſed to the Company of any other 
Women, beſides thoſe with whom his Father 
converſed ; who were fond of obſtreperouß 
Mirth, looſe in their Manners, and but lite 
circumſpeR in their Diſcourſe. What Society 
for a young Man juſt entering into the World! 
How many Fathers ruin their Sons by the ſame 
guilty Indiſcretion in their own Conduẽt! 


The Count ſoon perceived the Difference here 
is between ſuch Women as theſe, and a young 
Woman whoſe modeſt and reſerved Behaviour 
demands more Reſpect : And indeed there is no 
need of Experience to make a Perſon acknow- 


ledge the Empire which the mere Appearance 
of Virtue has over the Mind. He became more 


polite, he even endeavoured to pleaſe me, by 
rendering me all the little Services I might have 
occaſion for; and while free, even to Indecency, 
with my Aunt, he became reſpectful, * Mo- 
ment he opened his Lips to me. 3 


It was not long ede pere Man- 0 
ner of treating me; when calling him, Come 


« hither, ſaid ſhe, ſeveral Times, in a fretful 
K 5 „% Manner; 


- 0 ne ) ; . 
. Manner; come and fit by me: You muſt let 
% Miſs mind her Work, ſhe is a poor Girl, 
4 and is e to make uſe of her Fingers.” 


Wo I was perfectly perſuaded that a Girl is 
not diſhonoured by working, and that Induſtry 
did not render me the leſs worthy of Eſteem, 
yet I could not help bluſhing at my Aunt's 
| ing open the Unhappineſs of my Situation be- 
fore a Man who ] did not doubt was going to re- 
pent of his having treated me with the leaſt 
Mark of Reſpect; and I was not deceived. 
44 That is rather your Fault than mine, replied 
&« he, looking at me with an eaſy unconcerned 
& Air. How ſhould I know that Mrs. de Ja 
< Chaiſe had a Neice who was a Workwoman ? 
% To tell you the Truth, added he, making 


* . a low Bo in order to go away, I don't chuſe 


4 to be ſeen in ſuch Company.” Thus the 
Count was as ridiculouſly puffed: up with the 
Idea of his Birth, as he was ignorant of the 
Cuſtoms of the World, which allow Men of 
| Quality to converſe with all Ranks of Women 
panes net injury to their Honoun ? 


"My Aunt did not fail to let me know the 
Vexation I had given her, and to inform me that 
I fliould bring a Diſgraee on her Houſe : She 
even made me believe, ſome Days after, that 
- theCount's Talk had given her old female F riends 
| 1 M* -& A . A 
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2 diſlike to my Company. However accuſtomed} 


ſhe was to falſe Reaſoning, ſhe was very ſenſible 


of the Abſurdity of this pretended Delicacy ; ſhe 
nevertheleſs imitated thoſe, who either thro” 
Intereſt or Vanity, flatter a World which they 
ſecretly deſpiſe ; and at the ſame Time neglect 
the Perſons on whom they ſet the greateſt Value. 
She told me that ſhe had a higher Eſteem for me 
than for all theſe People together; but that ſhe 


could not renounce the Pleaſure of ſeeing them. 


I eaſily underſtood what this meant, and pro- 
miſed never to appear when ſhe had Company: 
And, beſides, I imagined that ſhe herſelf might 
be the Cauſe of the Averſion they: diſcovered to 
being in my Company. Theſe Women had 
frequently endeavoured to communicate to me 
the licentious Air of their Converſation, and a 
Reliſh for the Indecency that generally accom- 
panied their Mirth ; but they found that I had 
ſuch an Antipathy to what they ſaid and did 
without the leaſt Scruple, that I was become 
odious to them ; for we do. not like the Society, 
or even the Neighbourhood, of a Perſon whoſe 
Manners are a continual, Reproach. I con- 
demned myſelf therefore to ſtay in my Chamber 
every Afternoon ; and indeed. the only Thing 
that diſpleaſed me in this. new Plan, was my 


* 
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r 
& Maiſmeout a olen s before. | 


But I did not flay long in this Stu Mon; foo | 
they reſolved to get rid of me entirely. They 
talked of a little Apartment to be Jet in the next 


Houſe; my Aunt knew that it had ſeveral or- 
namental Pieces of Furniture belonging to it, 


and ſaid one Day that they might furniſh it for 
me by adding only half a Dozen Cane Chairs, 


and ſome Paper Hangings; that I was a Conſtraint 
upon Mr. Dutertre as well as her Companions, 
and that the wiſeſt Courſe I had to take was to 
keep Houſe by myſelf. The Solitude in which 
I was going to be placed filled me with Appre- 
henſions; but I communicated the Project and 
my Fears to Mr. ds Maiſoncourt, and aſked his 
Advice; on which he replied, that ſince my 
Preſence was a Reſtraint on thoſe who intereſted 
themſelves in my Happineſs, I was not at Li- 
berty to refuſe the Offer that was made me, 


and that with reſpect to its being ſo diſagreeable 


to me to live alone, it was a Difficulty that 
might be eaſily removed by my taking Marianne, 
from whom I had already received Marks of 
Affection, for my Servant; and on my ſaying 
that I was not in Oden to keep her, my 


| Aunt replied, that ſhe would be at the whole 
| Bxpence. Having no room to doubt but that 


5 they 


# © v : 


WENT. 

they would get rid of me at any Rate, I made 
po farther Objections. For ſeveral Days they 
employed themſelves in buying Furniture, and 
then my Aunt and Mr. Dutertre conducted me 
to my new Abode. Every thing was neat and 
elegant; and tho* the Apartment was ſmall, it 
was extremely convenient, and well contrived. 


w ſoon as I found myſelf alone, I ho 
happieſt Woman in the World ; and above all 
Things I congratulated myſelf on my having 
eſcaped from the Society I had left. It is faid 
that our Manners are formed - by the Company 
we frequent ; but I have found by Experience, 
that in order to render this Maxim true, the 
Choice of this Company muſt be voluntary; 
without this mothing can corrupt a Mind in- 
which Virtue is deeply rooted : And when that 
is not the Caſe, Example is ſo far from corrupt» 
ing, that it ſtrengthens our Averſion to Vice, 
and makes us deteſt the Diſorders we have i it nat 
in our Power to avoid ſeeing. 


The firſt Time I ſaw Mr. a Maiſmcourt at 


my Aunt's, he was very merry with her and 
Mr. Dutertre, on their thus putting young 
Girls among their Moveables, and aſked him 
whether he was jealous, and if he would permit 
him to come and ſee me. You ought to aſk 


3 Sir, aid I; and I an- 
« fwer 


x. 


| 4 ſaid my Aunt, ridicule his fooliſh Scruples.“ 
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cc ſwer you beforehand, that I propoſe to receive 
te no Men at my Lodgings. // «© That's good, 


60 Tbey deſerve to be laughed at, replied Mr. 
% Dutertre, for I intend ſometimes to go and 
« Taſte her Soup. —“ I have no right to 


s forbid. you, Sir, returned I; but I am per- 


& ſuaded that you have too much Senſe, and are 


cc too jealous of my Reputation, to put this 


c Defign in Execution. You muſt be more 
< ſenſible than I am, Gentlemen, of the Injury 


* ſhould receive from the Viſits of Perſons 


« of your Rank.” 4 Miſs is in the Right, faid 
and eee de Maiſmicourt, and I engage never to 

go to ſee her without this Lady, and never 
8 « witbou her Permillon.” 


alle aimb ci revlity ſome Days after with my 
Aunt and Mr. Dutertre ; but I obſerved that 
while we were talking in my Apartment; He 
Aipped into the Antichamber, where I faw 
him talking to Mariann: with much Action. 


I feared leſt he ſhould be endeavouring to gain 


her; and this Idea made me the more uneaſy, 
as I knew that ee much nde 
. n n WE) 
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to know what he had faid ; the, rh, mode 


you 


me 
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me only evaſive Anſwers, which ſtill enereaſed 
my Fears; bur aſſuming a ſevere and threatening 
Voice, I proteſted that if ſhe did not tell me'the 
Truth, I would turn her away the next Day. 
She then burſt into Tears, ſaying that ſhe ſhould 
diſoblige the moſt worthy Man in the World, 
and that I was very much to mn 


being guilty AG MPF is ny 


& Since you will poſitively know it, _ 
cc ſhe, I will tell you all; but do you at leaſt 
« afſure Mr. de 1aiſoncourt that it was you that 
« forced me to it. When he was talking ſo much 
ce to me, it was to repeat his Deſire, that I would 
<< not tell you of Things that another Man would 
© have boaſted of. I have been many Times at 
c his Houſe, ſince he gave me leave to go, when 
he drew us out of the ugly Affair we were en- 
tt gaged in by the Calumnies of our Neighbours. 
J told him one Day by Chance, that your 
( Father had been put in Priſon for a Note of 
„ Hand, which he was unable to pay; on 
« which Mr. de Maiſoncourt aſked me, if I knew 

« what Priſon, and on my naming it, he'de- 
| c fired me to carry the Money to the Keeper, 


« and to order him, in his Name, to bring bis ̃ 


ce Priſoner to him, that he in Perſon might en- 
© quire into the Affair. This he did, and 
« « ome Day after Mr, de Vermont was at his 


» _ own 
deri 
- 
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cc own Houſe 3 but very much altered. His | 
« Manner of Living had not agreed with him, 
„ and his Confinement was become the more 
“ terrible from his having performed in the 
6 Priſon ſome Electrical Experiments, which 
& had: made the Jailors ſuſpect that he prac- 
C tiſed Magic ; for they could no otherwiſe 
cc account for his being able to draw Fire from 
c all the Parts of their Bodies, and receiving 
violent Blows without being touche ; and on 
„ this Account they thought there was a Neceſ- 
ce ſity for his being more cloſely confined. 
4 The Difference there was between the Way 
“ in which Mr. de Vermont had juſt lived, and 
„the Life he led at his being ſet at Liberty, 


4 threw him into a very dangerous Illneſs, on 


5 which the Neighbours talked of ſending him 
. to the Hotel Dieu. His Condition filled me 
&< with Compaſſion ; ſo that forgetting the Rea- 
« fon I had to hate him, I went to his wand 
oc factor to aſk bim for a Recommendation. 


«« Mr. de Maiſencourt forbid his being carried 
«: thither, ordered me to take Care of him, 
« and told me that he would ſend him bis Phy- 
« ſician, and take care that he ſhould want for 
* nothing.” I was ſo affected by theſe Inſtances 
of Generoſity, that without thinking of what I 
| Wd, 1 Sw * 0 oe. 
Ts . Unhappy, 


(29) 
Unhappy, andkifſed'it a thoufand Times · Na- 
rianne was ſo ſoftened by this Action as to be 
unable to proceed; but at laſt ſhe continued: 


« When Mr. de Vermont was recovered, Mr. 
% de Maiſoncourt bid me aſk him what Employ- 
«© ment he was capable of diſcharging; and 
« the only Anſwer made by your Father was, 
« that he was not made for working. I could not 
« then help reproaching him with the miſerable 
% Manner in which he lived. He only aſked 


| «© me who was the Perſon that had delivered | 


% him from the Priſon and the Grave. I gave. 
„Mr. di Maiſoncourt an Account of everything, 
4 and I can't help telling you, thatT ſaid, your 
= Father did not deſerve his Bounty. 


c 8 ſaid he, Mr. de Vermont is old, 
&« he was not brought up to work, and at the 
10 Bottom he is an honeſt Man; it is a Miſ- 
« fortune to him, that his Thirft of Knowledge | 
e has been ſo inordinate as to ruin his Affairs: 
« And it is not juſt that he ſhould want the 
« Neceffaries of Life; ſend me his Tradeſmen, 
« and I will give them r rt ne- 


46 n r it. 


4 This e Mr. & Moihenars fo forbid | 


< my telling you when you ſaw him ſpeak to 
— 


1 


4 * * — * 0 . 
mn 1 v - " «4 w lk _ * * 
a & ! We 4 WY "> * F > 
o +4 1 
* 4 by A 
- 


( 210 ) 
<- Reaſons for concealing from 2 
e had: done for your Father. You now ſee how 
far he was from ſaying any thing capable of 
& offending you; but you will be the Cauſe of 
c his having no Confidence in me.” I endea- 
voured to give her Courage, and promiſed her, 
that ſhe ſhould never have any Reaſon to repent | 
1 'of her having told me the Truth.” ö | 


en Þ 


As ee ene beide bee to 
dow; for my Heart was ſcarcely able to contain 
the Senſibility and Tenderneſs with which it 
as inſpired; by ſuch generous Proceedings. I 
not only wanted the Power to forbid Mr. de 
AMaiſoncourt's coming to ſee me; but I could 

not defend myſelf from indulging the Deſire of 
ſeeing him, and giving him Marks of that Gra- 


titude, Love and dl with which * el 
_— was NS 


- Whenthe returned. to, rn 
with my Aunt and Mr. Datertre ; but how diſ- 
agreeable was this Mark of Circumſpection ! It 
deprived. me of the Pleaſure of indulging all the 
"Sanfatiogs with which my Boſom was agitated. 

Scarce could he turn his Eyes on another Ob- 
ject but mine were fixed on him, and I could 
not be ſatisfied with the Pleaſure of ſeeing and 
; admiring him. A hundred Times I was tempted 


to follow the Emotions of — . 
end, brace 


+ 
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brace him before all the Company. Why ſhould 
I bluſh at ſuch a Tranſport ? It was as pure and 
innocent as the Actions * gy have Pro- 
duced it. 


The Senfations which employ'd my Mind 
gave me an Air of Abſence and Inattention, for 
which I was ſeverely bantered ; Mr. de Maiſan- 
court had the Injuſtice to ſay that he feared his 
Company was troubleſome. With what Readi- 
neſs did I anſwer, in order to give him a con- 
trary Opinion ! What would I not have done 
to ſhew him the Pleaſure his Preſence gave me 
In ſhort, he perceived the State of my Mind, and 
appeared more fatisfied ; I became more gay's 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe ſeemed filled with Joy, but be- 
haved with great Decency ; and Mr. Dutertre 
behaved with more modeſty than he was accu» 
ſtomed to uſe. We paſſed a delightful Even 
ing, tho' there was ſomething wanting to com- 
plete my Happineſs. I would willingly have let 
Mr. de Maiſoncourt know that I deſired to ſee 
him alone, and yet did not know how to do 
it: This was a Deſire that no Motive could 
have rendered prudent ; but where is the Perſon 
in love, tho? ever fo virtuous, that has not been 
© guilty of Imprudence ? 


- I was not ſo dexterous in the Method I made 
uſe An Hin 
* eſcape 


LATE 


Coach, I did not know the Moment when he 


ca) 
bluſh at the firſt Suſpicion ſne entertained of my 


Deſign, and my Confuſion converted this Suſpi- 


cion into Certainty. I had made uſe of the Pre- 
tence of wanting a Book I deſired to read, when 
the maliciouſly replied, that I ſhould be very 


ſorry if he ſent it by one *of his Servants. In 


ſhort, I was obliged to ſtand her Jeſts, and hear 
all the plcaſant Things ſhe thought proper to fay 


| on this — 


The next Day I prepares to receive Mr. de 
Maiſreort ; but tho'T was as ſure of his Dil- 
eretion as of my own, I ordered Marianne to 
tay while he was wich me in the Anti · chamber: 
As he had the Precaution not to come in his 


entered the Houſe. Not but that I was twenty 
times tempted to watch for him at my Win- 


| dow; but I reſolved not to gratify my eager 


Impatience. Marianne probably thought that 
he would pardon her having revealed what he 


had ordered her to conceal, if ſhe herſelf in- 


formed him of it, and this made her reſolve to 
tell him before ſhe conducted him to my Apart- 
ment. I was ignorant of this Circumſtance ; 
and he appearing as he entered under a little 
Reſtraint, I could not avoid aſking the Cauſe. 


4 eee n faid 


— - 


tug) 

he in an affectionate Tone, as- to- the: Im- 
« preſſion you may have conceived from Mas 
« rianne's making you her Confident.” How 
© much do you injure me! ſaid I; you. muſt 
« ſuppoſe me to be the moſt ungrateſul and the 


% moſt unjuſt of Women, 'before you-can heſi- 


te tate about believing that ſo much Generoſity 
« would have ſubdued my Heart, if you had 
e not already poſſeſſed it entirely.” 


He embraced me in a Tranſport of Joy and 
Affection, while the ſmall Reſiſtance I made 
ſurprized me as much as it did him: We in 
this Moment faid the moſt tender. Things to 
each other. How ſhould I reproach myſelf, 
« faid I at laſt, for the Weakneſs I diſcover, if 
« my Confidence. in you. did, not give me 
« Courage 2 


But it was not long before I was to be pu- 
niſhed for this very Weakneſs that appeared fo 
pardonable, and which I ſought to juſtify to 
myſelf. I went fome Days after to pay a Viſit 
to my Aunt, whom I found with the young 
Count, and two of her female Friends. On 
my Entrance, I obſerve that they looked at 
me with a curious Eye, ſmiling at each other 
in a myſterious Manner; every Queſtion they 
aſked me was formed into a Jeſt, and my An- 
"Mane wear ſo many Subjects of Mirth. The 

| Count 


% 
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Evunt'treated"me with an Air of Familiarity 
that proceeded even to Indecency ; I could not 
conquer the Vexation I received from this * 
—_.. | 


0 15 Madam, faid I "ug? Th de la Chaiſe, 
te be ſo good as to, explain the Reaſon of all 
ce this. Am I ridiculous, or ſomething extra- 
> ordinary ? I can neither diſcover the ſecret 
« Meaning either of your Mirth, or your 
“ Queſtions.” Well, well, replied my Aunt, 
cc laughing again, this is no more than young 
5 married People meet with, and you ought 
© not to be offended any more than they.” 
<< Really, ſaid one of the Ladies, drawing up 
4 her Mouth and looking downwards, it is 
& impoflible to act the Part of an Agnes with 
“ more Skill.“ „ Pl lay a Wager, added the 
ec other, with an affected Air of Ingenuity, 
« that the is ſo very innocent, that ſhe did not 
& think ſhe did any Harm.” „ And I will 
©* maintain it, ſaid the Count, that Miſs has 


* made a Defence worthy of her Virtue,” 


The Confuſion of my Ideas, and the Vexa- 
tion T felt at finding that I was the Subject of 
their Mirth, diſconcerted me to ſuch a Degree, 
that I could do nothing but bluſh, turn pale, 

and look at them with Eyes of Aſtoniſhment, 

3 a ſufficient Proof that I was really 
e ignorant 


0 


(His ) | 
ignorant of what they meant; when my Aunt 
perceiving my Embartaſſment, It would be 
«< very pleaſant, ſaid ſhe, with more Guiety 
<« than Decency, if Maiſoncourt ſhould not have 
45 improved the Advantages he has had of bav- 
<« ing ſuch an agretable Girl for fifteen Days at 
ce his Diſpoſal. It would indeed be unaccount- 
te able. But perhaps Miſs is deſtined, re- 
 «/ plied one of the Ladies, to become the He- 
cc roine of Women in our Sentiege, 
S „ 200 inte e 

A mortal Shivering alnedms at theſe Words; 
and 1 imagined, that 1, could perceive all the 
Horror of my Fate. Ah Madam, cried I to 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe, what have I done to you 
& that you ſhould ſacrifice me in this Manner? 
My Grief hindered, my, proceeding, and my 
Tears flowed i in Abundance ; but they ſtill con- 


tinued their barbarous Jeſts, both on my Scru- 
ples, and what they called the ridiculous Virtue 


of my Lover. I contain' d myſelf however within 
Bounds, as much as poſſible, in order to learn 
the Subſtance of the deteſtable Plot, which they. 
tredted as a Subject | of Mirth. | n! 


| 0 Mr. 4 Muiſocert tas bo Gd beisst the” 
66 + faid Mrs. de 1a Chaiſe, to liſten to the Views 
« he had upon you, that his Importunities, ad- 
« ded to the Orders of Mr. Dutertre, who 
wanted to get rid of you, determined me to 
"> * Aeceive 
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'« out your ever knowing any thing of the Mat- 


e turned; when you fo often. defired to know 


* 
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© Hacriye you in order to; make you accept, 
« under a borrowed; Name, and | from falſe 


« Reaſons, the Affiſtance you would not have 


« failed to reject, if we had let you know the 


% Hand. from whence it came. I betray your 
6 Lover's Secret; hut it is really ridiculous for 
« him to pretend to ſuch, Delicacy of | Seriti- 
« ment; he would fain perſuade me to believes 
6 that he would keep you all your Life with- 


« ter. That he might determine me to lend 
&< him my Aſſiſtance, he has endeavoured to 
* perſuade me that he would open his Purſe no 
longer than till he has reconciled your Father 
* to Mr. de Vermont But I let him know that 


lam not ſo eaſily to be impoſed upon; and 


beſide, there was no need of ſuch Pretences 
«to make me ſeize an Opportunity of pro- 


1 you. bannen, . 


% ou now ſee on "PER our Converſations 


« the Subject of them: He. thought it was 
« neceſſary to perpetuate your Error by taking 


,. the moſt ſcrupulous Precautions. He would 
have carried his Reſpect to a greater Length 


than you yourſelf would have done, and to 
« what, Purpoſe? To end after he had ſuſſi- 


eee 
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* d. But can it be poſlible hat you have Dad | 
ena Suſpicion! of , the Truth? Are not you 
Hypocrite ? Pray what Probability was there 
« that Mr. Dutertre ſh6uld ſerve you without 
6“ taking Advantage of it, and at a Time too 
«© when he faw you in Love with anotfier? In- 
1 deed, continued ſhie, Maiſoncourt is *a Don 
Qui rote in Delieaey; or rather, he does not 
love you ſo much as he pretends. You may 
«© ſee what Dependence is to be placed on the 
46 Flattery of Men. Was I in your Place, I 
„ ſhould be heartily. W uſed with 
eee et tte es bis tun eee 
bun nne Dam | \ 5 
7 Be renanged on he added the "Cound, 
« with, an Air of Triumph; I. ſware, that if 
+ you'll, make uſe of my Zeal to ſerue you, you 
5 oy hall not, be. fifteen Days. without.“ 2 | here 
interrupted, him. with a Look of ſuch Teen 
as prevented hia-progecWing.. Fad 


£ 


1 66 When, the firſt Fervour « your Virtue, is 

«6 ; 0» ſaid; my. Aunt, it will give me ſome 
leaſure to. have 'procyred you, 4 Fortune ſo 

« A as that yow may enjoy, if you haye 

« the Wit to behave like a Weman of 1 * 

40 "FOE, 
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The Effors I made to reftrain-the Effects of 
my Grief and Indignation, diſordered me to 
hn of tes that I was ready to falſoff my | 

Seat. They faw that I was fainting, and gave 
me immediate Afﬀſtance ; but the Rage with 
which I wis filled was of more Service in bring 
ing me to myſelf, than the Pains they beſtowed 
upon me. On my recovering my Senſes I per- 

-ecived the Count buſied with the reſt in looſening 

my Stays, when I gave him a Kick on the 
Bhins with ſuch Violence, as prevented his da- 
ting to approach me again. They deſired bim 
to leave us, and as ſoon as he was gone, I re- 
proached my Aunt in the warmeſt Terms, and 

proteſted that I would never enter the Houſe 
again. She anſwered me only by ridiculing my 
Fears 3 and deſpairing of her being able to calm 
me, defired one of the two Ladies who were 
preſent, and who paſſed in this Society for a 
Wit, to make uſe of fuch Arguments as ſhe 
thought was moſt capable of giving me Courage, 
She immediately complied with her Requeſt, 
and after letting me know that I did not deſerve 
to have my ridiculous Scruples anſwered ; yet, 
in Conſideration of my Youth and Inexperience, 
as the pretended, ſhe made a long Speech to 
prove. that what I regarded as the greateſt Miſ- 
fortune that could happen to me, was the higheſt 
| 9 1 ought to expect. 0 
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I was more than once tempted to interrupt her 
- who held this tedious and abominable Diſcourſe, 


to make her ſenſible that I felt as much Indig- 
nation at the Depravity of her Morals, as Con- 
tempt for the Falſity of her Reaſonings; I might 


have oppoſed againſt them the excellent Prin- 


* 
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ciples Mr. 4 Franc had laid before me to engage 
me to fly from the State they would make me 
embrace; but I was in too violent a Situation to 
enjoy the Liberty of Mind neceſſary on ſuch an 
Occaſion. I therefore contented myſelf with 
ſaying, that the Abuſe ſhe-made of her Wit, in 
order to juſtify her Faults, was the more cri- 
minal, as ſhe ought to be moſt ſenſible of her 


Error. 


The falſeſt Pretences, added I, may in 


the Eyes of a guilty Woman appear as con- 


« vineing Reaſons, when they are made uſe of 


„ to excuſe her own Vices; but can ſhe who 


has nothing to reproach herſelf with ever find 
© them capable of making her take the Reſp- 
« lution to become vicious? The Contempt 


4 Vich which you threaten ins is ſo far ſrom l- 
« ing a Motive to Vice, that it ought to be a 


4 ſtrong one againſt it. Men are not fo unjuſt 
« ag you imagine; they deſpiſe none but thoſe 
« who deſerve it, at leaſt if they have not given 
LL room for Suſpicion 2 5 and 
6 tho? 
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tho the Innocent:ſhould have the Misfortune 
of being ſuſpected, they have an inward Con- 
ſolation which you want; and ſooner or later 
A the World will do them Juſtice: For a good 
Reputation, which, is here an invaluable 
A reaſute, will be at laſt the Fruit of their Per- 
ſeyerance and re 6 Don t os then. 

LEE) en I 0Ww 12%; 5 * ener wit ot 
v1 Mrs. de la'Chaiſe — e me 0 ; 
n dort of Compaſfion, telling. me that I ſhould al- 
ways be à Prude and a Fool; adding, that I 
might manage my Affairs as I pleaſed with Mr. 
Ae Maifoncourt 3 but that ſhe would never more 
ſuffer me to live in her Houſe. Lam much 
« afraid,” ſaid ſhe, on my riſing to go, that 
c you, and thoſe who applaud | themſelves for 
"66 following the ſame Principles, will acknow- 
"4 ledge, when it is too late, that they are * not 
1 able to re from ua.” a 


og $11 15; * 
I was obliged to Mig to the Necedlity-of 
Lata antes, and to return home. But with 
*how many cruel Reflections was I oppreſſed, 
-when I ſaw- myſelf alone in the midſt of that 
t ſame Apartment which a few Hours before was 
in my Eſteem, an Abode fo tranquil, ſo agree- 
able, ſo innocent, and in which I could not now 
ſtay without Shame I All the Objects that ſtruck 


0 met 40 wproach me with the Ig- 


ary *2 | nominy 
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nominy of my State : I thought my want of Fore- 


ſight a Crime, and that I was, guilty in not re- 
fuſing Benefits that auch to have filled me with 
Suſpicion. * | 


In another Moment, when Love [rehptnks 
the Aſcendant, I was on the Point of excuſing 
this criminal Treachety, and -of being even 
pleaſed at the Prècaution made uſe of. I re- 
called with Pleaſure the noble and difin- 
tereſted Manner in which Mr. de Mui ſancourt 
had always acted: Had he ever left me room to 
fuſpect that to him alone both my Father and 1 
owed our Welfare? Had he not, on the con- 
trary, made uſe of all his Endeavours to con- 
ceal it from me ? Strange Enchantment of Love 
Every thing that reſembles Virtue becomes {6 
many Weapons i in its Hands to attack that ſime 
Virtue, which it. knows how to congu uer 
aſſuming the Appearance of e is 999 0 
great and generous. 


What was my Trouble ws Rate _ 
I thought of the Moment in which I ſhould ſee 
this Benefactor whom could not hate, who 
eould no longer eſteem me, when he ſhould 
know of my being informed of what he had ſo 
long concealed ? I could not now eſteem myſelf 
fince 1 perceived that his Artifices, flattering 
us they were to my Self- love, were ou Snares 
ei L 3 laid: 


- 
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| rj Kequire an Authority, not one iy Nen; 


he was but too well perfuaded, faid I, that he 
poſſeſſed it without Reſerve, but over my Per- 
ſon. Could I avoid being confounded by fo 
humbling a Reflexion ? It afflicted me ſo much 
the more, as I could not conceal from myſelf the 
Weakneſs of a: Woman in Love, who is ſur- 
R 7 


| Let me for ever tins that may be fo 
fatal, cried I, riſing with Precipitation: Let 
me abandon myſelf to Providence. Oh! to 
what Dangers may I raſhly expoſe myſelf ? I fell 
back into my Seat in the greateſt Conſternation. 
Why do I afflict myſelf to this Degree, ſaid I 
' at laſt, while I have in my Poſſeſſion the Means 
of putting a Period to the Evils that ſurround 
me ? All the Misfortunes I have till this Mo- 
ment ſuffered, proclaim that I ought for ever to 
leave them to obtain the Enjoyment of a State 
of Happineſs without Reproach. Sooner or later 
I ſhall be forced to yield to the Neceſſity of be- 


ing wanting to myſelf. The Love, the Addreſs, 


even the Virtues of a too tenderly beloved Se- 
ducer, my own Inclination, the Eſteem and 
Confidence with which he knows how to in- 
ſpire me, all conſpire to conquer me; and 1 
mall one Day find, without having perceived 
e I am the 


moſt 
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moſt deſpicable of all Women. Ah! rather let 
me ſuffer Death than ſuch a Fate. At this In- 
Rant I ſeized a Bodkin which lay on my Toilet, 
and placed the Point towards my Breaft, and 
cried, Let me pierce this Heart a thouſand 
Nimes, rather than conſent to degrade it by 
ſuch Baſeneſs. It is ſtill pure and without Re- 
morſe: I ſhall at leaſt render it up to God ſuch 
as I received it from him, and Oh! thou the 
Author of my Deſpair, added I, looking at Mr. 
d& Maiſancourt's Picture, when thou ſee'ſt my 
Blood, do not reproach thyſelf with my Death. 
I had devoted my Life to thee, and if I take it 
away, it is only that I may die poſſeſſed of thine 

and my own Eſteem. 1 


A. tinivectll Anaibilien of all Senkibility 
and a mournful Silence ſucceeded theſe paſſionate 
Ravings. It ſeemed as if the Horror of the 
Project had made my Soul ſhrink back, and 
that all its Faculties were ſuſpended. - But what, 
cried I, on recovering myſelf, what is then 
the Exceſs of my Misfortune I If I ſhould be ſo 
cowardly as not always to oppoſe their Views, I 
ſhould not have even the Merit of the Sacrifices | 
I made; I ſhould appear to diſcharge a Debt, 
and to accompliſh a ſhameful Bargain. What 
Ignominy !—But why ſhould I be fo greatly 
concerned at being informed of the Truth? 

bg v4 Heaven 


af tp ( 


Heaven doubfleſs, for wiſe Reaſons, permitted 
Mrs. de la Chaiſe's Indiſeretion. Had I not the 
moſt preſſing Need of it, in order to call my 
Pride to the Aſſiſtance of my Reaſon, which 
alone perhaps would not have been ſufficient? 
Tes, (cried I, his Benefits thetmſelves ſhall be 
the Arms J will make uſe of againſt him. What 
then, added I, caſting” my Eyes round my 
Apartment, do I not hold all I have from him 
Furniture, Linen, Cloaths. Ah! let me preſerve 
nothing that can recall the Remembrance of my 
having conſented to make uſe of ſuch fatal Pre- 
ſents. | At theſe Words I undreſſed myſelf with 
Precipitation; I threw down my Gown with In- 
dignation, I put on that I had brought from the 
| Hotel Dieu, I did not ſee it without calling to 
mind the Purity of my Soul at the Time I 
wore it, and without comparing my' preſent 
State with that 1 would then have embraced. * 
* BejorT] 
- My Spirits were ſo exhauſted by ü theſe various 
Agitations, that I at laſt fell aſleep on the Couch 
on which I was fitting. Mr. de Maiſoncourt en- 
tered without my hearing him, and reſolved to 
kiſs my Hand by ſurprize ; I awaked with all 
the Marks of a mortal Terror: His Preſence 
ſtruck me ſpeechleſs ; he threw himſelf at my 
Knees to beg Pardon: I obſerved in his Eyes, 
and in all his Actions ſuch paſſionate Tenderneſs, 
1 and 


I Uo» + & 
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and at the ſame Time ſuch Reſpect, that my 
Courage had like to have forſaken me: But 
ſeeing that he perſiſted in holding my Hand, 
and in ſpeaking openly of the Love with which 
I had inſpired him, I fled from him with aan 
Emotion of Horror. * 


— 1711 | of 
« Ceaſe,” ſaid I, in a Tone of Indignation, 
cc ceaſe to take Advantage of my State, and to 


&« make my Misfortunes the Occaſion of ren- 


« dering me as contemptible as yourſelf, Think 
e that I ſee the Falſeneſs of your Delicacy, and 
ce the Baſeneſs of all your Sentiments. I am in- 


e formed of the deteſtable Arts by which you 


% have drawn me into the Snare you have laid 


for me: Never hope to reap the Fruit of your 


„ unworthy Treachery: If I can have no other 


KReſource than what you can offer. me, Death 


„ will always appear preferable to it. You 

may aſſure yourſelf that J have the moſt per - 
ce fe& Contempt for you, for your Benefits, for 

% your Sentiments. You for whom I had con- 


« ceived ſuch an Eſtem, that I thought you the 


c moſt virtuous Man living ; you who have had 


*. 


the Art to perſuade me, that you have been 


“ concerned for my Miſery, you yourſelf cover 
„ me with Reproach, and have dug under my 
Feet an Abyſs that is ſo much the more dange- 
5 rous, in as much as the Depth was concealed 


1 « ſtum 


” — 
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<< from me. By what Fatality have you choſen 
<c me for the unhappy Victim of your Depra- 
* vity. Ah ! doubtleſs I have but too well de- 
'<« ſerved the Contempt you have had for me, 


„ ſince I convinced you of a Weakneſs that 
* ought to have been concealed even from my- 
< ſelf: How ſeverely am I puniſhed for it! 
„ However, I'thank Heaven for diſcovering the 
cc Precipice on which I walk, at a Time when 
ec I have till the Power to avoid it. Yes, Sir, 
© my Reſolution is taken: I will rather put a 
Period to my Life than be obliged longer to 
c reap any Advantage from your Services. I 
cc however deſire that you will grant me two Re- 
« queſts ; the firſt is that you will never ſee me 
© more; and the other, that you will permit 
tc me to ſell whatever I have received from you, 
e to facilitate my Entrance into a Convent, 

«© where not being able to become a regular 

„ Nun, I may enter it, at leaſt as a Siſter de- 
s ſtined to ſerve the other Religious: An Em- 

e ployment too honourable for ſo unhappy a 
e Creatureas Pam,” 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt then poured forth all the 
moving Rhetorick that Love, Grief and Reſpect 
could inſpire. He would have convinced me, 
ä that he only intended to lend me his Aſſiſtance 


2 


Curry 
biene eee main 08 


Poſſeſſion of my Grandfather's Eſtate. 


« Remove for ever from me, replied I, per- 
cc fidious Seducer; all your Efforts to revive: 
my Confidence are only new Arts. intended 
64 to take Advantage of my Credulity. Go 
4 from my Preſence, and regard me as the moſt 
4 unhappy of Women, ſince by deteſting you, 
« I am obliged, in order to avoid you, to make 


« uſe of your Aſſiſtance. He would have per- 


ſiſted in his own Vindication,. but. he ſoon ſaw- 
that whatever he ſaid only ſerved to augment 
my Reſeatment,, and therefore at laſt took his. 
Leave with all the Marks of. the moſt violent 
Deſpair. 

How wretched was I the Moment I was alone! 
He had not yet left the Houſe, when I already 
reproached myſelf with the Severity. with which 
I had juſt treated him. He left me more un- 
happy than he found me; for I had now not 


only my own Pain to ſupports but alſo that I 
had given him. 


Why, ſaid I with a deep Sight, have I. without: - 
the leaft Precaution, grjeved a Man who may 
not be ſo guilty as I ſuſpect? May not Mr. de | 
Aai ſancourt, with the Sentiments. I. know he- 
ne hy” 2 

Woman, 


9 
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of her Shame? Can J reproach him with his 
having ever ſhewn the leaſt Deſire that could 
offend me? Has he not always, on the contrary, 
treated me with the ſame Reſpect he would have 
ſhewyn for the moſt worthy Woman ? But, ad- 
ded I, it is not from his Opinion and mine that 
the Public will form their Judgment; and there · 
fore, if I would preſerve my Reputation, I ought 
to pay a Regard to the Public, who can only 


Judge by Appearances. Me ought to reſpect 
even their Errors. By conſenting to remain in 


tte State IJ am in, I ſhall be conſidered as a Girl 


whom he ſupports 3 and who will believe that - 
a Woman of twenty Years of Age, in this Situ- 
ation, can maintain an innocent Correſpondence 
with a Man of thirty, and a Man tao. whomſhe 
loves ? I ought not therefore to reproach myſelf 
with the Severity with which I haye treated 
him. he 1 i aan | 


o” . [3 


- However, if he obeys. my Orders, he will 


never return,—What ſhall. I never ſee him more, 
0 *him for whom alone TI live, him who is the only 


Perſon in the World who has the leaſt Regard 
| for me? While abandoned by my Relations, he 

is my only Protector, my Friend, my Father, 
and get I drive him for ever from my Preſence : 
* * from a Houſe where every thing 
e N ® proclaims 
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proclaims his 'Temderneſs to me, whete every 


thing ſhews the Nobleneſs of his Sentiments. 
Where can I caſt my * without their meet. 


ing with his Benefits:? + 4 = 
I paſſed the Night, in theſe cruel Agitations, | 


and was the next. Day under the fame Uncer- 


tainty, when I was "informed that Mr. de Ber- 
ville ſent up bis Name. My Uneaſineſs was ex- 
tremely great, and that I might conceal, it from 
him, I defired that he would wait a Moment, 


under the Pretence of putting my Room i in order. 


ee Pardon me, Mis, ſaid he, for appearirig 
4 before you, without firſt ' being aſſured that 
my Viſit would be agreeable ; bat the lively 
. & Concern I feel for his Happineſs whom I re- 
«preſent, has given me this\Boldneſs.* The 
_ «: Deſpair into which you have-caſt my Friend, 
is too dreadful not to excite my Zeal; and 1 
4 dare add, that it is too great not to move you, 
« if you were a Witneſs of it. I find the only 
« Crime with which you reproach him, is the 
60 Expedient he has made uſe of, in order to 
6 prevail on you to accept of his Services. vet 
„ you have treated his Conduct as a criminal 
* 'Treachery, as a deteſtable Artiſice; you have 
6% loaded him with the moſt odious Names: 

„ And, in the mean time, what Crime has he 
* committed Would you have accepted of his 
| anne - cc Services, 


— 


* 
> 
* 


. 


cow). 


4 -Garvices, if he had not taken the Part you 
& complain of ? You have not a juſt Idea of the 
„ Motives of his Actions, and. take that for a 
Gift which he has only lent you. . His ſole 
Intention is to aſſiſt you in recovering a For- 
+ ©. tune which you are deprived of by an unjuſt 
« Siſter. Even the Means he has made uſe of 
e to aſſiſt you, turn to your own Glory. 
„ Would he have taken ſuch Pains to diſguiſe 
4 his Benefits, if he had not known your De- 
4 licacy, and Fears for your Virtue ? In ſhort, 
cc jf it is an Artifice, it is that of a Perſon who 
ec has a moſt delicate and moſt tender Mind; 
Love alone n, and Love * to 
8 5 4 pardon it. 


* But, Sir, interrupted I, it is ſtill the Work 

* of Love, and from thence I, cannot conceal 

5 from/myſelf theConſequences of Mr. de Mai- 

| « ſoncourt's Conduct. I appeal to yourſelf, Sir, 

4 would you adviſe your Daughter to be ſatiſ- 

e fied with ſuch Pretences, and to be blind to 
„ the Dangers that threatened her? I ſee that 
4 your Virtue is warped. by your Friendſhip : 
| If you thought of him with Indifference, his 
Conduct would appear, as criminal to you as 
gc it does to me. If his Intentions were ſuch as 
56 you ſuppoſe them to be, why. did he make a 
E che Gan Should I have been 


® © offended 
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4 offended at then? Would he not, if he had 
ce a Reſpect for me, have placed me in a Con- 
« yent, inſtead of putting me in a Station that 
«© muſt appear to be infamous, and that muſt 
** expole me to the Reſentment of his Uncle f- 


«© That was impoſſible, Mr. de Berville re- 
« plied eagerly. As he had formed the Deſign 
« of claiming the Aſſiſtance of Juſtice, to deli- 
« yer Mr. de Vermont from your Siſter's Ty- 
< ranny, there is a Neceſſity for your appear- 
cc ing before your Judges, and taking the ne- 
cc ceſſary Steps. In regard to the Preſident, you 
tc ought to be entirely eaſy ; for he is ignorant 
<« of your Connection with his Nephew. Don't 
« therefore give Way to ſuch ill-grounded: 
« Fears. The Effect of Mr. de Maiſoncourt's good: 
* Intentions will juſtify his Conduct; and eſpe- 
hw cially let me intreat you not to take any vio- 
« lent and too precipitate Reſolutions.” _ 


« This, Sir, ſaid I, I cannot agree to, with- 
£« out expoſing myſelf to all the Vexation I 
4 would avoid. What you have ſaid is not 
ic capable of giving me Courage. I cannot 
< conceal the tender Regard I have for your 
« Friend; but you, at the ſame time ought not 
| « to be ignorant, that this tender Regard is 
“ what I ought moſt: to dread: For my own 
Eu place Obſtacles 
wb » « that 
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ac that would render it impoſſible for me to 
ION to my own: Inclinations.“ 


19 How unhappy am I! replied A Mr, de Bervill. 
« In what Manner ſhall I appear before my 


Friend ? It ſeems that my interfering has only 
c the more confirmed his Diſgrace. I know 


&« Mr. de Maiſoncourt, and never has his Heart 
| & deceived me. All he has ſaid at a Time 
60 when he could have no Intereſt in impoſing 
« upon me, convince me of the Purity of his 
< Intentions, and of the Reſpect he will always 
4c have for you. Allow him Time to lay open 


« his Views: You know that all his Fortune 
&« depends on an Uncle whom he is obliged to 


« humour ; and tho you ſhould ſecretly pre- 


« ſerve your Reſentment, flatter at leaſt his 


4 Deſpair ; be generous enough to leave him 
t ſome Hope of being able to prevail. He does 


s not deſign to return till you give him leave, 
4 and he will even quit Paris, if his Neigh- 


tc bourhood is offenſive-to you. Permit me to 


4e tell you, that it would be unjuſt, and even 


4e cruel, to reject fuch reaſonable Propoſals.” 


% Remember, Sir, replied I, the Engagements 


« you enter into with me; for if ever I ſhould 
4e have Reaſon to repent of my complying with 


your Entrcaties, you alone will be the Perſon 
6 for it. But whatever: Con- 


111 | 5 © 66 fidence 


| 7 
4 f fdence 1 ve in in y your Promiſes, "you! k 
00 make your Friend ages to one Conditions 
60 without which can grant nothing : I have 
ti been made to hope. that I ſhall ſoon ſee my 
cc Mother; ; Tet him not, come here till ſhe lives 
ot with, me. T may then with greater Tram 

& quillity take the neceſſary Meaſures to pro- 
« cure a Fate different from that he prepared 
& forme.” | 7 4254 3 


"To this Mr. de Bervilk conſented, and! em- 
ployed myſelf more than ever in my Endeavour 
to find my Mother. Heaven favoured my En- 
quiries, and J at laſt diſcovered the Place of her 
Retreat. My Joy was extremely great when I 
found that ſhe lived in a Convent; for her 
chuſing this Manner of Life, gave me Hopes 
that there had been. wrought a happy Change in 
her Conduct. She, would not ſuffer me to go 
there to her; but informed me of the Day when 


| ſhe would come to me. But notwithſtanding . 


the Impatience with which I longed to ſee her, 
I was not without Uneaſipeſs a at what ſhe would 
think of the Situation in which. ſhe would find 
me. This Day at laſt came. With boy 1 many 
Tears c on my £ Side were our 3 at- 
tended ! eee $444) 3 


My Mother indeed ah act little 


moved. Her fiſt: Care was do view me and. the 
Me MCI Apartment, 


— 


62 
. in a very ſevere. and critical Man- 
ner. “In what Situation do I find you, faid 
« ſhe, and what is the Meaning of all this ? 
« No, you are not my Daughter, you are no 
4 longer my virtuous Conflantia, but a loſt 
« Child: This is a moſt fatal Blow to me; and 
« al my paſt Troubles are nothing in N N 
« riſon of the Shame with which you cover me.” 


At this Diſcourſe I Had the Air of a Perſon who 
is reproached for what ſhe knows the deſerves. 
I durſt not lift up my Eyes, and my Silence, 
no doubt, fully convinced her that In was guilty, 
I, however, preſently aſſured her, that tho 
Appearances were againſt me, I was not fo cule 
pable as ſhe imagined z and then in a few 
Words gave her an Account of my Situation. | 


lt ſeeme, ſaid the, chat you have endes- 
, voured to make your whole Conduct as of 
& fenſive to me as poſſible. What, could you 
place your Affections on nobody but the Man 
% have Reaſon to hate, and who was always 
te either a ſecret, or a declared Enemy to your 
00 Mother ?—But have you flattered yourſelf 
with eſcaping the Danger you have eld 
& yourſelf to? Suppoſe that this Man mM 
& hitherto ſupported you for nothing, do y 
„ imagine that he will not ſoon expect — 
066504 Wal She then made a long Diſ- 
; * courſe, 
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courſe, filled with the ſoundeſt Morals, and the 
moſt ſacred Maxims of Truth. 


I acknowledged the Excellence of her Prin- 
ciples, and took the Liberty in my turn, to aſk 
her ſome Queſtions on her Situation, I thank 
« Heaven, ſhe replied, that I am recovered 
« from all the Errors for which I deſerved Re- 
« proach, God has opened my Eyes, by de- 
« priving me of him who was the Author of 
&« my Faults.” She then informed me that 
Durval had been killed in a Quarrel at play; 
and renewed her Leſſons on mentioning his 
Death. I entered into all her Arguments, and 
concluded with offering her the little Money I 
had. © TI ſhould think, ſaid ſhe, with a Look 
4c of Indignation, that I ſhared in your Guilt, 
< if I accepted your Offers: Beſides, I have 
& no Occaſion for it: I am with a Lady of 
tc Diſtinction in the Convent where I live, and 
& would not change my Solitude for a Throne.“ 
She then added that this Lady had a Son who 
was an Abbe, and very rich, and PEI 


greateſt Praiſes. 


1 nf eee 
coming to live with me: She appeared too well 
ſatisfied with her Condition, and to have too. 
great a Contempt for mine, to afford me 
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1 Hacksßed myſelf with i inviting: her. to Tins witk 
me, and with giving her as good an Entertain- 
ment as poflible, My Careſſes inſenſibly 
ſmoothed ber Brow; her Zeal relaxed; ſhe 
began to ſay many tender Things of my 
Perſon, and to aſſure me that I was greatly im- 
proved ſince ſhe ſaw me laſt. What a Pity 
«is it, ſaid ſhe, viewing me tenderly, that ſo 
1 charming a Creature ſhould be at the Mercy 
&& of a Man of the Robe, while a Duke would 
« think himſelf happy in poſſeſſing her!“ Theſe 
Exclamations ſeemed. to me to agree very little 
with the pious Exhortations ſhe had lately made 
me: And indeed I ſoon ſaw that ſhe was not-ſo 
much changed as I had imagined. + She re- 
turned two Days after, and declared, that ſhe 
oduld not ſuffer me to be any longer in the State 
in which ſhe found me. © I have ſpoke of you 
5..to, the Abbe. de St. , faid ſhe, and he 
«, has promiſed to make uſe of all his Credit to 
ac get you admitted into a Convent.” © They 
«refuſed to admit me, replied I, at a Time 
« when there was leſs Reaſon for excluding me 
6 than there is at preſent, and I doubt whether 
e any Convent will take a Gitl in the State to 
« which Iam reduced.” & In that Caſe, added 
« my Mother, we miſt think of marrying 
cc you 3 "this is the Alternative which the Abbe 
and TIRES offer you; and I ex 


cc preſsly 
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A preſsly declare, that] would ſuffer the greateſt 
« Hardſhips rather than permit you to far 
« longer in the Situation you. are now, in.“ 
« The ſame Reaſons that exclude me from a 
Convent, ſaid I, prevent my thinking, of 
00 Marriage Wl What. Man, is there that 
« would marry a Woman, ſuppoſed. to be ano- 
« ther's Miſtreſs ? and tho' I, ſhould find ſuch 
00 a Perſon, I could have no Proſpect of Hap- 4 
« pineſs.” . It is then decided, ſaid the, that 
e you, through Inclination, embrace the State 
f. At this, the Colour came into my 
Face. However, added ſhe, if you ſhould 
do ſo, you ought not to lay the Fault on me. 
« But ſince this is the Life you chuſe to lead, 
I would adyiſe you to make choice of a Lover 
* worthy of you. Ought a Girl, with ſo much 
Beauty, to work and to live on a, ſecond 
4 Floor? What Furniture is here? No Ser- 
% yants ; no Cloaths. I thought you had had 
% more Underſtanding and more Pride. You 
4 don't know, Child, that the more a Miſtreſs 
_« coſts a Lover, the more fond he is, of her. 
* And then in what a Station have You, choſe 
yours f If I debaſed myſelf ſo far ee 
. of a Magiſtrate, I bad at Jeqlh a Pretidens. 1 
| 2 kept a Houſe, bad Domeſtige, a, Coach at 
% my Command, a Wardrobe; well filled, and 
Jewels but, beze every;thing is. Mal the 


aatided ” rvant, 
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er Servant, the Street, the Houſe, the Furnl- 


e ture, and Cloaths, proclaim you to be at 
* moſt only the Miftreſs of a Subaltern Officer.” | 


2 T am contented with being what you find 
ec me,” ſaid I, ay much ſurprized as ſhocked © 
at her Diſcourſe ; © and if I was not deterred 
« by other Reaſons from continuing to live in 
* my preſent Station, I would not change it 
"on for all the Grandeur you mention.” Poor 
Innocent] cried ſhe, thou haſt not the firſt No- 
4 tions of the Profeflion thou would'ſt embrace. 
If thou would preſerve thy Virtue, and ha'ſt 
* any Faith in me, follow my Advice, leave 
« Maiſoncourt, and take Advantage of the favour- 
ec able Diſpoſitions with which I have inſpired 
« the Abbe ; he is a good-natured Man, who 
4 tukes a Pleafure in ſaving young Creatures, 
« like you, from the Seducements of the 
« World. His Fortune puts it in his Power to 
« place us in a very agreeable Situation; be- 
« fides, he poſſeſſes ſeveral good Benefices ; and 
his Birth gives him a Right to hope for ſome- 
* thing better. Nothing could be more happy 
. for you chan becoming the Object of his 
Zeil and Charity. On the Deſeription 1 
< have given him of your Character and Senti- 
ments, he has propoſed to give us a ſmall 


Houſe on de Ramparts, that was laſt in- 
1 . | i habited 


tp) | 
A habited by a Woman for whom be pro- 
*% cured fome Aſſiſtance. I promiſed to ſpeak 
to you about it; and have affured him before- 
4 hand, that you will not heſitate about break- 
* ing all your Connections with the World, 
. but would cagerly' embrace ſuch an Oppor- 
« tunity for leading a tranquil and innocent 
< Life — You make me no Anſwer, added 
< ſhe, obſerving that I was till ſilent: Shall The 
« obliged to uſe my Authority as a Mother to 
<< make you return to your Duty? What Rea» 
4 ſon can hinder your accepting the Propofal I 
„ have made ? If Mr. de Maifencourt-loves you 
for your own Sake, if he has Views as pure 
s as he pretends, you cannot find the leaſt Re- 
A ſiſtance on his Side, I will give you till to- 
* morrow to think of it; and you muſt come 
neee PRO? 
« Reſolution,” 


1 repligg at haf, that I believed Mr. 4 1. 
 Joncaurt would not hinder my following a De- 
nour. and Religion: I added however, that 
there ſtill remained in my Mind fome Doubts, 
vwith reſpect to the Abbe's Intentions; and that 
at the ſame Time they e 
alm. 
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dhe was going 6 add ſeme other Arguments, 


When I ſaw. a Woman enter, who was entirely 
unknown to me, but my Mother told me, that 


ſhe was Chambermaid to the Lady ſhe lived 
with; and added, that ſhe had deſired her to 


call at my Lodgings, that they might return 


home together: She ſeemed; to have a very flip- 


+ pant Wit, and a peculiar Talent at becoming 
extremely intimate at firſt Sight; ſhe beſtowed 
many Praiſes upon me, particularly admired the 
Beauty of my Hair, and begged the Favour to 
put it in order, to-ſhew me the moſt faſhionable 
Method of wearing it; and my Mather in- 
lifted. on my gratifying her Deſire to ſee) me 


completely dreſſed. I had not at-firſt.the-leaſt 


Diſtruſt of their Deſign, and conſented to their 
joint Requeſt. We were employed. the reſt of 


cation poſſible, and as they ſtaid till Dinner was 
ready, I aſked them both to dine with me. I 
eould not tell how to account! for ide obliging 


Things they faid' to me: My Mother careſſed 
me with the greateſt Marks of Affection; and 


I behavell with moré Galety than 


_ 


_ 2Sading | 
e, Be Mig geg Elgg Maher 
chat e ſhot be charmed to have the Abbé ſee 
me; dreſt 4 Linen was. Why,” replied the 


us up here: I told him where Miſs lives, and 
F 66 that 
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& that he would find you here after Dinner.“ 
My Uneaſineſs was extremely great at theſe 
Words, which informed me that what had paſſed 
was done with a Deſign to make me appear to 
greater Advantage before Mr. de St. . 
My Dreſſer inſtantly perceived that I had penes» 
trated into the Myſtery, and joined with my 
Mother in rallying my Timidity ; but I declared 
that I would not appear in this Manner before 
one whom I did not know: But that very Mo- 
ment his Coach ſtopped at the Door, and the 
Abbe entered. Tho? he behaved in the moſt 
reſpectful and polite Manner, that did not pre- 
vent my telling him, that tho' I was ſenſible of 
the Honour he did me, the Diſproportion of our 
Circumſtances forced me to deſire him to behave 
with greater Circumſpection, ſince he could not 
be ignorant that a Viſit from him might i injure 
my Reputation. 


| My Mother ſpoke in his Favour, even with 
a Sort of Authority 3 but I had reſolved how to 
behave as ſoon as I perceived that they had played 
upon me. The Abbe was a little diſconcerted 
at my Coldneſs, and the Perſeverance with 
which I refuſed all the Advances he made me; 
and at laſt retired, making Excuſes for his, or 
rather my Mother's Indiſcretion ; for that ſhe, 
;-"* appr him with the Hopes 'of 
_ #58 meeting 


| 
N 
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Wnenting with a very different Reception. As 

Toon as he was gone, ſhe made me ſome Re- 
Proaches ; but I had before taken her Pleaſantry 
too ill, for her to have Hopes of making any 
Impreſſion upon me: She therefore took her 
Leave, repeating her Orders to give her my An- 
ſwer on the Subject of our firſt Converſation. 


I was at firſt tempted to put an ill Conſtruction 


en the Viſit ſhe had procured me: I thought, 


however, that mere Curioſity might bring the 
Abbe to ſee me; and therefore ſaw no Reaſon 
for changing my Reſolution ; but prepared to 
Bo the next Day to the Convent, that I might 
be the more certain of the Degree of Confidence 


| 1 ought to place in her Promiſes. 


MM. de Berville paid me a Viſit the ſame Day: 

1 let him know the Reſolution I had taken, and 
deſired him to engage Mr. de Maiſoncourt to 
come and receive my Thanks for the Favours he 


had granted me. He faw me fo determined, 


that he did not inſiſt on ſome Arguments he at 
Krſt made uſe of; and indeed nothing could ap- 


| {pear more reaſonable to one who naturally ima- 


- -gined that a Daughter would run no Hazard in 
| Putting herſelf into her Mother's Power. 


Mr. 4. Maiſmcourt entered, and I had not 


the leaſt an in obſerving the Conſternation 


viſible 
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viſible in his Countenance : But I was armed 
with Reſolution, and did not ſeem to take Na- 
tice of it. I gave him an Account of the Cons 
verſations I had had with my Mother, omitting 
what would appear to her Diſadvantage, and 
concluded with aſſuring him that I adopted this 
new Scheme the more freely, as it would not 
prevent my ſeeing him, and giving him Marks 

of my Gratitude, 3 


&« Too credulous Conſtantia, cried he, you 
cc will be che Victim of your Confidence in a 
« Mother, who only ſeeks to deceive you. I 
e am ſenſible that I am going to diſpleaſe you; 
but the Evil appears too great for me not to 
66 acquaint you fully with it. Your Mother is a 
« Hypocrite, whoſe Diſcourſe, whatever Pains 
© may have taken to ſoften it, proves the Bad- 
& neſs of her Deſigns. You may be aſſured that 
<« ſhe is endeavouring to take you out of the 
&« Hands of a Man whom ſhe hates, and who 
ce perfectly knows her, to give you to the Abbt. 
& Thus, after having ſet you the worſt Exam - 
<« ple, ſhe would ruin you by her fatal Advice. 25 


60 Remember, Sir, ſaid I, that beben wir | 
« Mother is, nobody has a Right to ſpeak illof 
« her before me. I ſee what would be. my Fate 
<< was I to continue in your Power; you would 


not fall to exerciſe on me the Tyranny which 
Mane M 2 - + _ 
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che Unhappy who reſemble me are obliged to 
< endure. My Mother becomes the more dear 
< to me in Proportion to the little Reſpect you 
&& treat her with, and ſhe will deliver me fag 
<a Yoke, the Weight of which 1 find will 
ec be rendered inſupportable.” 


When I reflect on the Severity and Rudeneſs 
with which I treated him, I am at a Loſs to 
comprehend how I found the Courage to behave 
thus to him; but Paſſion, not Reflexion, took 
place in all I faid : I could not treat him ill 
without departing from my Character: But 
proud Minds are wounded by the Authority that 
another would acquire over them, and eaſily 
ſtart back at Things that have the leaſt Relation 
to a Power that fills them with Apprehenſions, 


and which they reſolve to avoid. 


« Your Injuſtice afflicts more than it ſur- 
<< prizes me,” Mr. de Maiſoncourt mildly re- 

* plied. © But I can ſuffer ſtill more of it, 
.< provided my Repreſentations give you at leaſt 
« ſome Diſtruſt. I beg but one Favour : I am 
cc perſuaded that they have deſired you to go to 
«© the Convent only to procure the Abbe the 
<< Pleaſure of ſeeing you more freely, and of 
e making his own Propoſals. + Promiſe me only 
to examine his Actions and Diſcourſe, and to 


* e them with the Opinion T have of 
| 8 ein 
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4 their Deſigns, and look upon me as the moſſ. | 


« unjuſt Man living, if you do not find that I 
<« have penetrated into them.” The Remarks 
I had already made on my Mother's Diſcourſe 
and Behaviour, made me now anſwer . 
more Moderation. 


When J went to meet her at the Convent, 1 
was told ſhe was gone out, but the Chamber- 


maid whom ſhe had acquainted with my Viſit, | 


came to conduct me to her, and that was to the 
very Houſe we were to inhabit. This Houſe 
was ſituated, as they had told me, on the Ram- 
parts, it had two Entrances, and was only one 
Story high, and indeed it was capable of holding 
only a very ſmall Family : No neighbouring 
Window could overlook either the Building it- 
ſelf, or the little Garden that belonged to it. 


My Mother made me obſerve how very agree- 


able and commodious this little Abode was, and 
that the Furniture, tho* plain, was perfectly 
elegant: And indeed I could not help ſaying, 
that I thought it an agreeable Place. Well, re- 
+ plied ſhe, with an Air of Satisfaction, you have 
it in your own Power to become Miſtreſs of it 
< to-morrow, and to ſhare it with me. If you 
doubt of it, the Abbe, who is in that Cloſet, 
will confirm what I ſay.“ I bluſhed at ſeeing 
een and my Timidity rendered me more 
s | M 3 valuable 
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valuable in his Sight. He faid a thouſand flat- 
tering Things, expreſſed in the moſt delicate 
Manner, and he knew ſo well how to regulate 
his Behaviour, that he kiſſed my Hand, without 
the Action appearing to me at all extraordinary. 
I thought that being a Perſon of high Birth, this 
Gallantry was not to be conſidered as having any 
Meaning: However, his Looks of Curioſity ran 
over my whole Perſon with an Avidity that diſ- 
concerted me; and tho they both ſtrove to give 
me the Picture of an innocent and irreproachable 
Life, they were unable to make the leaſt Im- 
preſſion upon me; for I was at a Loſs how to 
reconcile that Purity of Manners they had in- 
ceſſantly in their Mouths, with the Actions I 
could not but obſerve. 


After a ſhort Converſation a Collation was 
ſerved up, extremely delicate, though without 
Pomp, and in Appearance without Preparation. 
My Mother was the firſt who endeavoured to 
enliven the Diſcourſe, tho' this, was managed 
with the greateſt Decency : I don't know under 

what Pretence it was that ſhe made me pull off 
my Mantelet ; but I thought I could perceive, 
that from that Moment the Zeal of my Bene- 
factor was conſiderably encreaſed. He ſpan'd 


my Waift with his Hands, and his Praiſes were 


never e. He did not fail, however, to 
mingle 


£ 
ap* 4+ 
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mingle in his Diſcourſe ſome myſtical and devout 


Terms, which, by giving it an Air of Pictys 
added force to his Expreſſion. 120 


Tbey deſired, with great Importunity, a po- 
ſitive Anſwer on the Reſolution I had taken; 
yet I heſitated and ſought for Pretences to return 
home without making an abſolute Promiſe ; for 
I had not a Freedom of Mind ſufficient to per- 
mit me to come to a Determination. In ſhort, 
after having ſaid whatever they imagined moſt 
proper to give me Courage, and fix my Reſo- 
ſolution, they ceaſed to preſs me any farther, and 
ſuffered me to leave them. 


My THE 


2 Returned home under the greateſt 
A Uncertainty as to the Judgment I 
S ought to form of their Views with 


reſpect to me; but had I had a lit- 
| tle x more Experience, this Embarraſſment would 
ſoon have been at an End. The Fear of being 
unjuſtly offended at Things that appeared very 
doubtful, left me in a State of Uncertainty ; I 
however gave Mr. de Maiſencourt an Account of 
all that had paſſed ; but as his Intereſt was con 
cerned 
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eerned in inſpiring me with Diſtruſt, I was nat 
convinced by his Arguments. What gives. 
c me the greateſt Uneaſineſs, ſaid I to him, -is 
that my Mother may carry Things to the 
© moſt cruel Extremities, if I preſume to act 
cc contrary to her. Will. Appearances are for 
& her, and againſt me, and above all Thipgs I 
fear her Reſentment.” 


« T aſſure you, faid he, that ſhe cannot "1 
& you the leaſt Hurt, and that if you conſent 
& to it,' I will cauſe her to be confined within 
“ eight Days. Your Mother is in her Huſband's 
4 Power, ſhe can do nothing without him : 
And J am ſure to gain him over by procuring 
« for him what will be ſufficient to gratify his 
& ruling Paſſion. Therefore, by acting in con- MY 
& cert with him, my Uncle and the Abbe Dr 
« val, who have all Reaſon to complain of 
« her, we ſhall place her in ſuch a State, as to 
604 — her giving you any farther Difturb- 


cc ance.” 


I believe, Sir, replied I, that whatever | 
«© Cauſe we have to reproach a Mother, nothing 
te can juſtify a Daughter who ſeeks for Revenge: 
« Tis true, that according to you, mine has, 
« with reſpect to me, violated the Duties of 
Nature, Honqur and Religion; but Religion, 
4 3 W oblige me en 1 


" b, 


F 
es ceaſe my Reſentment, but alſo to do her all 
'« the Good in my Power. Preſerve me only 


* from the Miſchief ſhe is capable of doing me, 


« and I ſhall be happy: If I was to beg any 


- «© Favour of you, fo far from being willing to 


« give her an Uneaſineſs, I ſhould entreat you 


<« to prevent her having any Reaſon to fear the 
« Captivity ſhe is threatened with, Why 


'& ſhould you deprive her of the Air - ſhe 


& breathes; is ſhe not enough to be pitied, 
& from her having rendered herſelf worthy of 


4 Reproach ?” Mr. de MAaiſoncourt gave the 


higheſt Praiſes to my Sentiments, and taking 
his leave, promiſed. to procure me the Satiſ- 


faction I demanded. 


I dreaded the firſt Viſit I ſhould receive from 


my Mother; and indeed ſhe, complained bit- 


terly, that in leaving her and the Abbe, I had 
ſhewn that I had not the leaſt Confidence in 


What ſhe faid to me. How unhappy am I, 


« ſaid ſhe with Tears in her Eyes, in having by 
« my Faults rendered all I do ſuſpected] But 
c ſince you are afraid of coming to live with 


„ me, I will tay with you, in order to convince 
1 * you by my Conduct and Advice, what a ſin- 

A cere Deſire I have to make you avoid the 
$6: Snares that are laid for you. You ſhall be 


& ſenſible of b n in ſuſpecting my In- 
An: 5 66 tentions 3 
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« tentions; as I ſee you do, and in ** ſuch 
« an ill Return to the Advances of the moſt 
« worthy Man you were ever acquainted with. 
« But whatever is offenſive in your Conduct 
sought not to be imputed to you. You fol- 
« low the Advice of a Man who is capable of 
s poiſoning all my moſt innocent Actions, and. 
* who, doubtleſs, to give me the laſt Proof of 
his Hatred, ſtrives to deprive me of my. 
„ Daughter's Eſteem. This is the heavieſt. 
< Stroke Heaven has reſerved for me, and the 
« deepeſt Affliction I have received fince I have 


te been accuſtomed, to weep. But perhaps the. 
c Eyes of my Child will be at laſt opened, and 
&« then ſhe will repent of having deſpiſed the 


& moſt tender Mother that ever lived.” 


| Her Grief now prevented her proceeding, and 

her Tears flowed in Abundance. A Mother 
who has been tenderly beloved, eafily finds the 
Way to a Heart that only ſeeks to preſerve ſo 
pleaſing a Senſation, and therefore more moved 
by her Tears, than convinced by her Reaſons, 1 
embraced her with Tranſport, and begging Par- 
don for my Injuſtice, only deſiring her to allow 
me time to make Mr. 4 Ba. 1 ogg * to 
my Propoſal. | | 


& IF you wait for his. Conſent, ſhe replied, ® 


« ſighing, I ſhall never have the Conſolation of 
| « living 


43 
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_ © living wich a Daughter whom T have always | 
„ {5 tenderly loved: This is doubtleſs a new 
« Affliction Heaven has deſigned for me. You 
et are without Experience, and do not perceive 
« that this Man, with all the Sentiments he 
et makes a Parade of, only deſigns to deprive 
&& you of your Virtue. Can you imagine chat 
& he will ſuffer her who i is able to ſecure you 
c from his Attempts, to be conſtantly with 
c you? That he who uſurps the Tyrant, and 
rules your Mind as he pleaſes ; that he on 
cc hom you place an implicit Faith, and whom 
& you fear as if you were an Infant, will eaſily 
ct Joſe the Fruit of the Expence he has been at, 
& and that he will for ever renounce the Empire 
c you have ſuffered him to obtain over you ? 
« Aſſure yourſelf, my dear Conflantia, that he 
se will not ſo ſoon let go his Prey: But you 
«have not Reſolution enough to reſiſt him. It 

4e js he, you cannot deny it, that has prejudiced 
« you againſt the Abbe and me, and you, my 
« dear Child, have had ſo little Eſteem for your 


„ Mother, as to ſuffer yourſelf to be drawn 


« away by his Inſinuations, and to entertain 


« Suſpicions equally. i injurious, againſt two Per- 
<« ſons who would do you the greateſt Good.” 


My Mother knew, that in order to prevail 
dn a young Fexſon, ſhe ought rather to ſoften 
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the Heart than convince the Judgment, Teould | 
not therefore reſiſt her Tears; but aſſured her, 
that I would do her all the Juſtice ſhe could de- 
fire, and that I would abandon * without 
Reſerve to her Advice. 


If you are 41 ſhe returned, you will 
ce take no notice of this to Mr. de Mai ſoncourt. 
« J will prepare the little Houſe for you; you 
c ſhall fell your Furniture, and we will live 

c there unknown to the whole World; you 
« will there be free from the Dangers that beſet 
« your Youth, and I ſhall be freed from a Ser- 
« vice that every Day becomes more burthen- 
&« ſome.” 


I conſented to every thing except ſelling the 
Furniture, which I did not look upon as my 


own; and on the contrary deſired her to ſend 
me whatever Cloaths were neceſſary for me to 
put on at once, that I might not be obliged to 
carry any thing away belonging to him whom 1 
abandoned; ſhe agreed, and allowed me two 
Days to take'my Meaſures, 


My Mind had been fo miſled By my Deſire to 
find Reaſons for eſteeming a Mother for whom 
T had an extreme Fondneſs, that I thought of 
nothing but the ĩnocent Life I was going to lead. 
The Pain. of quitting Mr. d. Maifoncourt was 
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the only Senſation. capable of imbittering my 
Joy; but I hoped to bring my Mother to con- 
ſent to his coming to ſee me. I deſired however, 
that he would not come near me till the Day 
appointed for me to leave him: I could not con- 
quer the Regret of abandoning and deceiving a 
Man ſo tender and beneficent. But the Remem- 
brance that he had endeavoured to deceive- me; 
the Hope of living in a virtuous Security, and 
my Tenderneſs for my Mother, lent me the 
Courage I had occaſion for. 


In ſhort, the Day when I was to ſet out 
arrived, and I was congratulating myſelf on my 
not having ſeen Mr. de Maiſoncqurt, when he 
ſent up his Name. The total Diſorder my 
Senſes were. inſtantly thrown into, may more 
eaſily. be conceived than deſcribed ; however, I 
did every thing poſſible to 246: py wp Mind | 
and recollect myſelf. 


« T am ſure, ſaid he, accofting me with great 
T Gaiety, of being well received to Day ; and 
% Pll lay a Wager that my dear Conſtantia will 
& even embrace me.” © You ſeem to be very 
t much prejudiced in your on Favour,” ſaid I, 
without daring to fix my Eyes upon him; 
c what then is the Cauſe of your having ſuch 
« mighty Confidence?“ It is my bringing 


% jou the beſt News you 6 
he. 
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& he, The two Days I have not ſeen you, I 
4c have been wholly employed, in endeavouring 
« to promote your Peace of Mind. Your Mo- 
c ther is in no Danger of loſing her Liberty. 
J have found Durval's Brother, who has 
<« ſigned this Writing, by which he agrees to take 
“ no Meaſures againſt her; and as to my Uncle, 
ce he not only promiſes to do her no Hurt, but 
<« have prevailed on him to grant her a Pen- 
<« ſion, by repreſenting that it was not decent 
« for him to ſuffer a Woman who had belong- 
<« ed to him to be reduced to go to Service. And, 
« on ſeeing him heſitate, I added, that I was ſo | 
4 jealous of his Glory, that if he would not 
c give her a Retreat, I would take upon me to 
cc provide for her myſelf. You, my Dear, may 
cc then tell Mrs. de Vermont, that ſhe may chuſe 
cc what Convent ſhe pleaſes, and may depend 
« on an Annuity of twelve hundred Livres a 
« Year: And I am ready to give her what 
« Security ſhe and you can deſire. But this is 
4c not all, I have endeavoured to procure for 
40 your Father a Place agreeable to his Taſte, 
« that of Chemiſt to the Prince of * . 
8 with a Penſion of fifty Louis GOrs, and 1 | 
4 hope I ſhall ſoon fucceed in it ; ſo that I ĩma- 
c gine that from henceforward you will have 
6 (AE. to wr ip from them, and your 
ee 


* 


5 ( 256) 
 « Repoſe ſeems R 
: ce able Foundation.” 


| While he ſpoke my Eyes flowed with Tears ; 
and my Oppreflion became ſo great that I ſunk 
down on the Couch, covering my Face with my 
Handkerchief, without being able to make any 
Reply. He fate by me in the deepeſt Inquietude, 
on account of the Caufe of my Uneaſineſs, and 
the Manner in which I received the Relation of 
his Proceedings, while my Sighs disjointed the 
leaſt Words I attempted to pronounce. © O 
« thou greateſt, and moſt generous of Men! 
c faid I by Intervals, and they would have me 
« betray, abandon—No, I will never conſent 
«© toit.” Other broken Words eſcaped me that 
ſill more augmented his Fears; he took hold of 
one of my Hands, which he preſſed between 
his, and made uſe of the tendereſt Entreaties to 
engage me to let him know the Cauſe of my 
Tears. O] Sir, cried I, I am not worthy the 
« Eſteem of ſo good, ſo generous a Man.” 


„3 at this Moment informed us that a 
Woman was come, who ſaid ſhe had Orders to 
ſpeak to noffe but me, and to give me a Bundle 
which ſhe brought with her. I did not then 
think who this could be; but as ſoon, as ſhe en- 
tered, I recollected the Chambermaid that had 
conducted me to the Houſe where I found my 

5 * 


* 
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Mother when I went to ſeek for her at the Con- 
vent; and inſtantly ſaw that this Bundle was 
what my Mother had agreed to ſend for me to | 
put on when I was to have gone to her; I bid 
her lay it down, and ſtay for my Anſwer. * 


ui 


As ſoon as ſhe left the Room I fixed my Eyes 


on Mr. de Maifſoncourt in ſuch a manner, that . 


he eaſily diſcovered I had ſomething of Import- 

ance to communicate. ce All I fee, and all 1 
„ hear, faid he, prove that you have Secrets 
« kept from me; and what have I done to loſ 

* your Confidence? or what muſt I do to re- 
* cover it? O, my dear Conſlantia, how afraid 
* am I of penetrating into this Myſtery & the 
&« little I have perceived makes me tremble, 
% However, if I cannot diſcover it without 
& knowing that you have ceaſed to love me, do 
& not pierce my Heart by informing me of ſuch 
a cruel Truth. But what do I deſire? con- 
tinued he, ſeeing my Tears redoubled: « Can 
&« T fear a more diſtracting Situation than the 
e dreadful Uncertainty I am in at preſent ? 
« Speak freely, my dear Con/tantia, open to me 
& that r where erer and Truth always 

« reſide.” 


Alas] faid I, that Heart is unworthy of you. 
I have had the Weakneſs to believe my Mo- 
3 I have promiſed to deceive 


cc you: 
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« vou: L gurt not ſpeak it, and, — and to aban- 
44 - you.” My Grief here ſtopped my Voice. 
-er, added I, after a Moment's Silence, 
« ſee the Bundle that contains the Proof of my 
« Shame.” I then related in a few Words 
what had paſſed ſince I ſaw him. I ſee, 
« faid he, the Aſcendency your Mother has 
« over you; I know your Weakneſs with re- 
« ſpeCt to her, it proceeds even to Blindneſs.” 


We opened the Bundle, and found in it an 
Undreſs neat and elegant, and Linen ornamented 
with the fineſt Lace; in a Work Bag we found 
an enamelled Watch, a very curious Snuff box, 
and a Purſe full of Gold. All this is deſigned, 
&« ſaid Mr. de Maiſoncourt, to make you ſen- 
©« ſible of the Difference there is between the 
44 State you are in, and that they promiſe you. 
« But is it thus that People treat a Perſon whom 
« they aſſiſt from a charitable Motive, and 
& whom they would hinder from giving her- 
« ſelf to the Vanities of this World?“ He then 
aſked me if I deſigned to go. I will do what 
« you adviſe me,” ſaid I, with Tears. At this 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, and proteſted that 


I ſhould never have Reaſon to nba the Pre- 
ference I paid him. 


We diſmiſſed the Chambermaid by returning 
the Bundle, and telling her, that I had no Occa- 
N ſion 
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fion for what it contained. Mr. de Maifontourt 
went directly to offer my Mother the Retreat he 
had projected for her. She imagined by this 
Conduct that he feared her, and ſought to bring 
her over to his Intereſt : Her Anſwer expreſſed 
her Pride and Contempt. Enraged at having 
her ill Deſigns diſcovered, without being at- 
tended with Succeſs, ſhe wrote the ſame Day to 
the Preſident, to tell him, that if he did not 
immediately oblige his Nephew to reſtore her 
Daughter, ſhe would have Recourſe to the Law 
in'order to force him to it, 


This Letter produced all the Effects ſhe ex- 
pected from it: Mr, de Maiſoncourt came to in- 
form me of it.” The Reproaches my Uncle 
« has made me, ſaid he, have been the more 
« warm, as ſome Days before he was informed 
<« that I was writing a Work which I intend ta 
« publiſh. This Diſcovery has ſo enraged him 
& that he has deprived me of the Penſion he 
« allowed me; he thought that my Fondneſs 
&« for Study was the only Reaſon that hindered 
me from liſtening to his Ideas of Marriage,and 
te the Advancement of my Fortune; your Mo» 
& ther's Letter has put the finiſhing Stroke to 
« my Misfortunes. In order to be fully con- 
« vinced of the Truth of what ſhe has alledgeds 
* he has been to Mrs. de la Chaiſe, to demand 

"x 
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4 an Explication. She related your Hiſtory: 
« after her Manner, and told him that you 
cc yere my Miſtreſs: From which he has con- 
c cluded that you are the principal Obſtacle to 


his Views, and this has enraged him againſt 
« vs.hoth.” 


| w were going to . on che Means 


moſt proper to be taken, in order to avoid the 
Menaces the Preſident uttered againſt me, when 


we ſaw him enter my Apartment; this unex+ 
pected Viſit filled me with the extremeſt Fear. 


« The Madneſs of turning Author, ſaid he 
« to his Nephew, on entering the Room, was 
not the only thing that prevented your follow- 
„ing my Advice, and attending to the Improve- 
tc ment of your Fortune, you add to it what- 
« ever appears moſt ridiculous to Men of Senſe. 
«© What, will you never think of any thing but 
& how to prevent your Advancement, of con- 
« demning yourſelf to Obſcurity, and juſtify- 
<« ing the Severity with which you force me to 
tc treat you ? I will now, however, for the laſt 
Time, give you my Sentiments in a reaſon- 
able and friendly Manner, and I would do it 
< before her who is in Part the Cauſe of this 
« extravagant Folly.” The Preſident here 
took a Chair, and made a Sign to us to follow 


— * 
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* You muſt make Love and write Books! 


cc continued he in a ſevere and ironical Tone. 
cc Fool! has not the Cuſtoms of the World 
* ſhewn you how ridiculous theſe Things are 
ec capable of making you? You are deſcended 
<« from one of the greateſt Families of the long 
«Robe, the Son of one rendered famous by 
<< the Poſts he has filled, and the Heir, if you 
ce are willing to be ſo, of an Eſtate worth an 
e hundred thouſand Livres a Year, and yet 
© amuſeyourſelf in turning Author. You might 
ce be the Judge, the Mecenas of the Men of 
« Talents, and you would become their equal. 
Leave to Lawyers the perplexing Points in 
“ Civil Law, and to the People of Parnaſſus, 
< that of multiplying Pamphlets. With them 
e the Nack of compoſing is a Way to obtain 
C Reſpect ; with us it is a certain Means of 
loſing that our Station gives us. You muſt 
C know that nothing is at preſent ſo common as 
c half Talents, and nothing ſo uncommon as a 
&« real Genius. Believe me, that to write on 
C the Laws one ought to be a Monteſquieu; to 
« write Verſes, a Voltaire; to write in Proſe, 
c a Crebillon, or the Abbe Prevoſt, Can you 
6 flatter yourſelf with being one of this Claſs ? 
© No, I believe not, you would then only en- 
<« creaſe the Number of thoſe inferior Authors 
— with which Paris abounds, * 
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I affert, and will maintain it, that you 
e would injure your Reputation, even as a 
<< Magiſtrate, by printing a Book on your own 
<< Profeffion. Pray, what Idea does a Judge, 
& who turns Author, give of himſelf ? that of 
„% a Man fond of a Syſtem, who. is frequently 
4c at a Loſs in the Application of the Principles 
etc he is beſt acquainted with. While you turn 
cc pale with poring over Books, can you cultivate 


'* an Acquaintance with Perſons able to con- 


« tribute either to your Advancement or Repu- 
& tation? Do you not negle& your Equals, 


wy your Friends, your Superiors ? you loſe the 
- © moſt pleaſing Profits of your Employment, 


„the Sollicitations ſo flattering to all other 
„% Men, I ſee no Deſire, no ſtruggling amongſt 


the People to have you for their Judge; thoſe 
«© who have Suits at Law already forbear to 
„ wait upon you; the Graſs grows in your 
_ & Court; and your Antichamber always empty, 
% proclaims your want of Credit. Theſe are 
. the Advantages procured you by the Re- 


« putation to which you ſeem to aſpire, of 


<< being a Man of Learning and Integrity. 


Fou tell me that you are not ambitious, | 
leave this pretended Contempt of Grandeur 
« to Men without Birth or Fortune: It was in- 


| * — vented * the Unhappy io diſguiſe their De- 


| a» pair 


(263) 

* ſpair of ever arriving at it. To what will 
their Counſels and their Advice lead you ? 
c To avoid all thoſe whoſe Splendour offends 
ec them, to keep you within their narrow 
<< Sphere, to act contrary to received Opinions, 
« and turn a Magiſtrate into a Cynic, who is 
* only. pleaſed with Obſcurity, and whoſe Plea- 
c ſures are leſs rational, than that decent Often- 
< tation which gives a worthy Man a great 
« Part of the Reſpect he receives from the 
„World.“ 


* What in reality is your Madneſs in bury- 
< ing yourſelf alive, and for whom do you 
<< do this? for a poor Sempſtrefs. What a 
« blind Infatuation ! Can you imagine that 
« Heaven has formed on Purpoſe for you a Girl 
< in this Station, who is wiſe, faithful, and ca- 
4e pable of a ſincere and generous Affection? 
% No, no, you will be treated like all other 
« Lovers of your Stamp. You ſketch out a 
« Picture, but you will have the Poſſeſſion of 
« it no longer than you have made it fit to 
C pleafe others: That is the Cuſtom : She will 
cc give you her Eſteem, ſhe will make a Scru- 
ce ple of leaving you; but ſhe will leave you, 
« notwithſtanding all your Delicacy, and paſ- 
C ſionate Tenderneſs, whenever ſhe can ob- 
« tain a more brilliant Station. You will not 
: „pretend 


rc pretend to make me believe that you are fo 
cc much in love with her as to marry her? The 
« Force of Sympathy, the Fatality of an inſur- 
% mountable Inclination, cannot, in your Opi- 
& nion, be ſufficient to make me excuſe ſuch 
. Blindneſs? Prithee then, leave theſe Mean- 
cc geſſes to the Women, and the weak, nar- 
« row. Geniuſes, who would by ſuch Things 
« juſtify the Folly of their Choice. You know 
c better than I, that at preſent all we can diſ- 
© cover of the Paſſions is, that they are a vari- 
« able Taſte, a Habit, a mere Pretence. I 
ce don't imagine then that you can carry your 
«© Extravagance ſo far; and I can't conceive 
4 what can be the Charm that holds you. Has 
„ Conflantia given you any Pledges of her Love ? 
„ added he, in a low Voice; tell me freely, 
cc and to-morrow I will provide handſomely 
6 both for the Mother and the Children.“ 


I bluſhed, and Mr. de Maiſoncourt was going 

to interrupt his Uncle, in order to deſtroy the 

injurious Suſpicions he had juſt diſcovered, but 

the Preſident impoſed Silence upon him, 9 con- 
f tinuing to ſpeak with the fame Eagerneſs. 


« Hear me til TA 3 ſaid he, and then 
© you ſhall juſtify yourſelf if you can. Re- 
& collect yourſelf, and conſider that a Man in 

46 . rang a Suſpi- 
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«-ci6n of his being capable not only of marry- 

<« ing, but of loving an inſignificant Girl. Ex⸗ 

& cuſe me, Child, for ſpeaking fo bluntly be- 

« fore you, continued he, addrefling his Diſ- 

< courſe to me. The Evil is extreme, and 

cc there is a Neceſſity for violent Remedies: 

„What, I offer you my Poſt, added he, turn- 

c ing to the Side where his Nephew fat ; I offer 

„ you my Eſtate, a lovely Woman, an Alliance 

« with a great Family, and you deſpiſe theſe 

„ Advantages. You might become the Con- 

ſolation of my old Age, and you determine 

5 to be its Reproach. Inſtead of acting the 

«© Part which your Birth and Fortune demand; 

4 you come here to play that of the inſipid 

« Lover. Twenty Women of Quality would | 

„ diſpute your Conqueſt, when like a ne N 

e Celede#t you become infatuated with the ſußb- 4 

lime Pleaſure of reigning over the Heart of 4 

« poor Girl; though you ought to be ſenſible, 

that Perſons in a mean State, when we cannot 

<« "raiſe them up to us, draw us down to them; 

< and that a mean abject State of Mind is the 

v6 2 ruit * nn ran * an Mena * 
3 is 

. «This ches Rein} mae 2 Ho- 

„ nour have forced me to obſerve. I love you 

enough to endeavour to fave you in ſpight of 


yourſelſ, from the Faults yon are falling into? 
mid £ N 2 and 


1 
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; «6 "wy you, " Conflantia, added Nang looking 
, at me, excuſe my Warmth, that may have 
© hurried me into ſome offenſive, Expreſſions, 
c and allow me to ſpeak, to you in the ſame 
* friendly Manner I have done to my Nephew; 
for you have both need of being informed of 
cc your true Intereſt, You are young, and 
ec formed to inſpire Love; you ought not then 
< to try the Power of your Charms on one who 
* can only ſhare a moderate Fortune with you. 
. He is a Victim unworthy, of you; for you 
c will ruin him without enriching yourſelf. 
Since Fortune -obliges you to improve the 
6 Advantages Nature has given you, why don't 
4 you chuſe Men who have all that Wealth 
ce that is neceſſary to do you the Service you 
ec deſerve? Your Perſon entitles you to aſpire 
<<. to the moſt ſplendid Conqueſts, inſtead of 
< living buried in Obſcurity with a Lover in a 
moderate Situation; inſtead of loſing your 
_<,, Youth in cheriſhing noble Sentiments, take 
C a bolderFlight ; appear at Court and at Places 
e of Diverſon, and I will ĩnſure you the greateſt 
c Succeſs, Do yourſelf Juſtice then, and ac- 
<. knowledge the immenſe Injury you do both 


< to yourſelf and my — W 2 
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& him with a diſintereſted Affection, join with 
« mein recoyering him from his Deluſion; but 
« if you ſtill ſuffer him to indulge his Paſſion, 
<< you ſhall ſuffer for it. Don't therefore depend 
<« on the Moderation I now treat you you with, 
for Lam able to proceed to the greateſt Ex- 
<« tremities. To- day I ſpeak to you like a Fa- 
4 ther, to-morrow will ſhew me to you in a 
very different Light. If you give any Credit 
& to what I ſay, you will not force me to pu- 
6 niſh you, both for the Contempt you throw 
mme! el % t e 


« If in the Reproaches you have made me, 
4c replied Mr. ds Maiſoncourt mildly, I' only 
& found Reaſon to regret the Loſs of the For- 
tune you would deprive me of, my Reſpect 
« for you would perhaps have led me at once 
„ to condemn the Faults you find in me: But 
ce on the one Hand you tax me with Ingratitude 
&« and Inſenſibility; and on the other, I find you 
te in an Opinion as diſadvantageous, as I dare 
„ fay it is unjuſt, with reſpect to a Perſon 
ce worthy of both your Eſteem and mine; 1 
8 cannot therefore, when called by ſuch preſſ- 
„ ing Motives, refuſe to undertake both my 
« Juſtification and her's. * n 


LVour F riendſhip Tag me e you fear, 
that my writing a Work on my own Pro- 
ur N 2 « feflion 


{ 268 ) 


4% feſfon will injure me in the Opinion of the 
ce World, and that J ſhall ſuffer 'by it, even as 
4% Magiſtrate, in cauſing it to be printed. 
„ Suffer me, Sir, firſt to obſerve, that I have 

no ſettled Deſign to let my Productions ever 
< ſee the Light; and if I had, I ſhould not 
cc Chuſe to be known to be their Author: For 
5 the I ſhould be far from bluſhing at this 
«Title, I reſpect the Prejudice that forces me 
6 to conceal myſelf. The Men whoſe Judg- 
4 ment you make me afraid of, regard ſolid 
«© Endowments as ridiculous, why do not they 
« bluſh therefore at having uſeful Talents ? 
& You, however, are not ignorant, that one, 
f «in what Rank ſoever he thinks himſelf, is de- 
« graded by cultivating thoſe he has received 
& from Nature. All Degrees honour Men of 
© Letters ; and of how many excellent Works 
— ſhould we have been deprived, if the F cars 

& you are under on my Account had been capa- 
“e ble of ſtopping the Flight of the Magiſtrates 
« * who have diſcovered that they were born to 

& enlighten the Age? Would the Preſident dz 
fi Monteſquieu, whom you have mentioned, 
40 have dared to give us that admirable Work, 
4 The Spirit of Laws, which will make it one 
« Day faid, that in an Age of Folly, frivolous 
<6. Purſuits, and trifling Talents, there appeared 
* in e ee tho pro- 
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& found Philoſopher, the wiſe Politician, and 
the elegant Writer? There are others too 
c who have greatly diſtinguiſhed themſelves 7 
c and I am ſenſible that I ought not to have # 
“Confidence equal to theirs, till I have a Ca- 
tc pacity like them; but tho' I am not tempted 
to draw a Parallel between my Talents and 
. & thoſe of ſuch great Men, they will at leaſt 
60 s juſtify my Endeavours to-imitate them.“ 


But from the Plan of Life 1 3 
I ſhall continue, you ſay, | without Credit. 
“ Cannot a Magiſtrate then obtain Reputatiory + 
<« any other Way than by a Grandeur of Ap- 
« pearance? Jam not ignorant that an outſide 
« Shew contributes to our obtaining it: But 
% how ſuperior; is that which a Man 728 
% only by his Knowledge and Probity! 
4 you: reckon. for nothing the CO of 
& learning by the Study of the Laws, and by 
«© that of the human Heart, the great Art of 
“ rendering ourſelves Maſters of the Opinions 
« of Men; and by what Means can we arrive 
« at it, if not by a Habit of diving into the 
« Civil Law, of diſcuſſing Proofs, combining 
«© Reaſons, and unfolding the Relation of Prin- 
e ciples? By this we preſerve ourſelves from 
being led aſtray by the Addreſs of the Councils 
* and _ Sophiſms of litigious Perſons... * 
ah: N 3 _« Yom 
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* You tell me, in ſhort, that Study will 
<< deprive. me of the ſocial Qualities. Is it then 
<< impoflible to join the Love of Society to the 
< Defire of Inſtruction ? Is a laborious Judge 
4 always unſociable'? I love Company; Ihave 
ever ſtudied to render; mine agreeable, and 
<< to perform for my Friends whatever could be 
c expected from a tender and beneficent Mind: 
< But I cannot reſolve to offer Incenſe to Folly, 
« to yield to puerile Compliances, or to make 
<< uſe of the other little Arts of obtaining Credit. 
<< I would. acquire the Eſteem of Men by no 
< other Means, than by letting them ſee that I 
cc deſerve it; and I ſhall always prefer the Ap- 
c probation of a ſingle Perſon, whoſe Soul, 
c hoſe Manners and Capacity I am acquainted 
<- with, to che little Succeſs I might obtain in 
the brilliant Circles of whoſe Judgment you 
c would have me ſtand in awe.” Nature has 
not endued me with that Suppleneſs you re- 

cc quire from me, 1 therefore cannot follow 
cc the Models you ſeem to propoſe for my Imi 
& tation. Would you have me reſemble Men 
who have neither any ſettled Virtues nor 
« Vices,? It is ſurely better to have a rigid 
4e Character, than to have none at all. Every 
et, one has his peculiar Manner of thinking, 
<<; and. I have acquired the happy Art of deſiring 
nothing that would colt me too much to ob- 
2 Wa : * tain 


1 
& tain it; An honeſt Mediocrity, ſuppolted 
4 by good Conduct, and Expences proportion- 
c able to the Rank we hold, is the Happineſs 
c of a wife Man; it is mine; and a Man of 
& Senſe need never bluſh at it. Such, Sir, are 
te my Sentiments on the Reproaches you have 
„ made ine, in regard to my Love for the 
Sciences, and my little Ambition. I ſhould 
& believe thatT was wanting in my Duty both to 
&« you and myſelf, had I concealed them from 


« the Hope of making an n Advantage of your 
8 kw pore mk 


«T than enk with the ſame Freedom of this 
4c young Lady. You know that her Parents 
& have left her without Reſource ; but you are 
& ignorant of the Efforts ſhe has made to de- 
« liver herſelf from the Dangers that ſurround 
« a young Perſon in a State of Indigence. The 
& moſt dreadful Fate has always appeared to her 
& preferable to the Loſs of her Virtue. Tis 
te true, I have been ſo happy as to procure her 
tc ſome Aſſiſtance; but I could not do this with- 
40 out deceiving her, it was under Mrs. de [a 
&« Chaiſ#s Name that I made her accept it; and 
ce tho? ſhe ſtill conſents to make uſe of it, it is 5 
c only till ſhe has recovered the Fortune of which 
© her Grandfather's Reſentment has deprived 


ber. Do her then more Juftice, Sir, and doo 


1 0 N 4 ; 6e not 


1 Felicity; 
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* not make the Unhappineſs of her Situation a 
40 Crime. Tho' her Misfortune ſhould not in 
4 your Opinion render her worthy of Reſpect, 
* the Purity of her Manners and Sentiments 
« would entitle her to your Eſteem. Thus my 
10 Attachment to her is not the Effect of Fata - 
tc tality, but the Fruit of Diſcernment. When 
10 I compare Conſtantia with other Women, 
« what a Contraſt is there between them ! In 
| ©& her is united the moſt. lovely Soul, a Heart 
« capable of the moſt tender Affection, a Mind 
1 improved by Cultivation, and the moſt en- 
„ gaging Perſon. In her Converſation, I at the 
5 -ſame Time enjoy the Delight which Women 
$ only are capable of communicating in a ſocial 
« Converſe; and all the Solidity of that of 
« Men: In her I find an honeſt Man, a true 
| 6 Friend, and one capable of giving Happineſs 
to the moſt delicate Lover: And yet you 
« are aſtoniſhed that I make her Intereſt a mat- 
ster of Importance to me But you yourſelf, 
Sir, are more capable of doing her Juſtice 
« than any one elſe. You have known her 
| 4 from her Infancy, an and*I have often heard 

cc you ſpeak in her Praiſe: Be perſuaded then | 
ec that the good Qualities you then only faw in 
esc their Bud, have made their full Growth, and 

C are ariſen to Perfection: She is then worthy 
« of wy Choice, and capable of conſtituting my 
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56 Falicity.; 3 FRE then will you not allow me; 
4 the Liberty of being happy my own Way r“ 


\ Theſe Praiſes will doubtleſs appear very ill 
placed as proceeding from my Pen: but con- 
deſcend, Madam, to remember, that in all this 
F am only an Hiſtorian, and am conſequently 
abliged to give you an exact Account of _ 
thing. 


4 Vou ſee then, Sir, continued Mr. de Mai 
« ſoncourt, that if I had the Sentiments you 
c ſuppoſe, if I deſpiſed your Benefits and Frĩiend- 
« ſhip, nothing could have ſtopped me, and. 
ce that I might have found plauſible Reaſons for, _ 
« juſtifying my Conduct. But whatever Eſteem. 
I have for Con/lantia, it will never make me. 
C forget the Reſpect I owe to you; and tho I, 
ce ſhould here fail, ſhe would be the firſt in. 
. 6 calling me back to it. But while I do Juſtice, 
ec to the Nobleneſs of her. Sentiments, my Ho-, 
4 hour is concerned in preventing her falling a. 
„ Victim to them. I am therefore forced to 
 « declare, that if you make uſeof any cruel Pro- 
cc ceedings againſt her, there is. nothing that I. 
“ will not & to- recompence her. Your For- 
ce tune would certainly be of great Advantage 
« to me; but on ſuch an Occaſion. I ſhould. 
« only be ſenſible of the Loſs of your Eſteem ;, 
« deprive me then of the Advantage of being, 
RS -: 6 your. 
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4. your Heir, grant! me your Friendſhip, and 1 
«© ſhall be at the Height of my Wiſhes. O my 
Uncle] inſtead of endeavouring to difturb 
our Repoſe, encreaſe our Felicity by conde- 
<« ſcending to ſhare in it. You have a Taſte 
cc for rational. Pleaſures z you are fond of Per- 
s ſons of Genius, and a ſincere Cordiality; 
&« come then amongſt us, and you will here 
« find all theſe Advantages. You know Ber- 
«@ ville ; you have been often amuſed by his 
& 2precable Gaiety. You will here be Maſter, 
at we ſhall make it our Happineſs to pleaſe: 
« You yourſelf are ſo capable of giving Charms 
- © to our Society, that” There wanted nothing 
4 to complete your Extravagance, but your en- 
« deavouring to make me ſhare in it, cried the 
<« Preſident, "riſing abruptly : But ſince ſoft 
4 Meaſures will not cure this Frenzy, added he, 
40 looking at me with his Eyes ſparkling with 
« Anger, we will employ thoſe of a different 
F oy 2 99 | BT 


I was files with Confternation at this Menace, 
hd whatever Confidence Mr. de Maiſoncourt 
affected to aſſume, I perceived that, he was no 
more at Eaſe than myſelf. The Care of pro- 
Viding for my Safety was what appeared the 
moſt prefling ; it was therefore agreed that I 

_—_ 5 remove to a different Part 
| of 
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of the Town, and that Mr. de Maifoitourt 
ſhould endeavour to bring his Uncle to leſs 
violent Reſolutions. I concealed from him as 
much as poſſible, the Uneaſineſs I felt at being 
treated by the Preſident with ſuch Contempt, 
While he, on his Side, endeavoured to make mie 
forget it, by! the tender Reſpect with which he 
treated me; but this could not prevent my 


feeling, in the moſt ſenſible 3 VE 
* of my Situation, Fw 


My Mother id not * enjoy the Effects of 
* 1 Aur to me: For the Woman ſhe bad 
made her Conkidane i in the Scheme ſhe had pro- 
jected with the Abbe, betrayed her, and her 
Perſon was ſeized : I was told that the Abb&'s 
Relations had cauſed her to be conducted to 

Caſtle in Provence, where ſhe Was kept cl 

Priſoner, But tho? 1 placed no Confidence in 
this Story, I could not help thinking that ſhe 
was in an unhappy State; and Iendeavoured in 
vain to diſcover the Place of her Conſinement. 


Scarce had ſhe diſappeared when 7 Father 
gave me freſh' Uneaſineſs. I had not ſeen him 
fince I left his Houſe, and as I feared his com- 
mitting a of Extravagance, Thad made 
no Haſte to inform him of the Place of my 
Abode : But one Day he entered my Apartment 
| t an Hour when I leaſt expected him, attended 
by 
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by the Preſident's old Porter. His Preſence ſur- 
prized me as much as the Company in which I 
ſaw him. He appeared worthy of Compaſſion ; 
For his Coat, his Linen, and his meager Look, 
-beſpoke/him to be a Man extremely ill at Eaſe. 
bluſhed, not at his Poverty, but at the Air of 

. I had in Compariſon of him. 


_ His 3 Marianne in the Anti-chamber 
Hs to ave ar io an ill Humour, I treated 
him, however, with all the Politeneſs and Re- 
ſpect that was his Due, and of which I knew 
that he was very jealous. « You ſee, ſaid he 
*. to Saint-Jobm, that they have not deceived 
de me ; the Daughter has followed the Example 

< of the Mother.” „ Yes,” replied . the other 
With a a malicious and ruſtic Air; “ the one be- 
* Jonged to the Uncle, and the other is the Ne- 
4 phewꝰs 3 ; they keep in the ſame Family. I 
« have heard, added my Father, that my 

re worthy Wife was here: As the could no 


* longer get Employment, ſhe doubtleſs pro- 


s cures it for her dear Daughter. Have you 
then both forgot that you belong to me, and 
& that with one Word I could cauſe you to be 

* ſhut up for the reſt of your Days? But you 

don't deſerve to have me take the leaſt Con- 
46 — I leave this to the Police, 
ain ni ee Yoo! ne 5c dons 
4 | 


. 
* 


— 
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« from whence rene eine of 
« your Actions. 


I affured my Father, that his Wife had never 
lived with me. That does not ſignify much 
te to me, replied he, caſting a curious Look on 
all the Furniture: . It is very certain that I 
t may take my own wherever I find it. Theſe 
« are preciſely the very Hangings my Wife took 
« from me, that Glaſs and this Table are not 
cc unknown to me: Don't you remember to 
« have ſeen them at my Houſe ?” added he, 
looking at Saint-Fohn, who replied in a manner 
conformable to his Deſires. Well, help me 
te then, rejoined he, to take this down, and to 
tc carry it away: The Money I ſhall get for it, 
6 added to that you will lend me, will at laſt 
« enable me to make that miraculous Expe- 
c riment that will aftoniſh the Univerſe, and 
& procure me both a ſplendid einn a im- 
« mortal Honour.” F 


* endeavoured to make my F 2 of 
his Error ; but he ſtrove without liſtening to me 
to pull down the Tapeſtry. Marianne, who 


had heard all that was ſaid, could not contain 


herſelf: She would have fallen upon him; 1 
ſtopped her, and took her into the Anti- chamber 
to deliberate on the Part we had to take. My 
firſt Thought was to offer my Father all the 

| mi” Money 


o . 
CF 
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Money I had, to prevent his executing his De- 
ſign. Pray don't, faid ſhe, this will then be 
4 Tax he will think he has Right to require, 
“e and he will be always coming here to lay you 
© under Contribution, Mr. de la Salle, our 
& Latidlotd, 1 is diſpoſed t to ſerve us. He i Is of a 
. Statute and Resolution ſufficient to make your 
«Father, and bim he has with him, tremble. 
ce will go and deſire him to come up, and to. 
c uſe the Right he has to prevent any thing 
2 being taken out of his Houſe. 11 1 conſented, 
defiring her to engage him not to make uſe 
of the leaſt Violence. He in fact came up 
| Stairs, and ſpoke with great Reſolution. 4 


* Neither my Father nor his Companion dared 
to reply; he only ſaid with a forced Laugh, 
that What he had done was only to divert him- 
ſelf at my Expence. However that be, Gen- 
« tlemen, added Mr. de la Salle, on his leaving 
the Room; I would not adviſe you to play 
« the ſame Game over again; for I won't ſuffer 
© ah y body to come and diſturb my Lodgers.” 


3:81 - 1 2 
1 Kad, 6d. er, as ſooh as he 
« _ him on the Stairs, that you have every 
e thing in order; you have your Bawd and 
« your Bully: Nothing can be better, Child, 
ce you . ſhould only have informed that Man 
ves he hold not affront your Father in yout - 
aac? „ Preſence 
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& Preſenice ; but nothing i is to much to * 
cc © from a Wh 


- With what Shame aid his Danke cover 
_ I would have died to avoid them. A Per- 
ſon without Experience would think a Girl in 
my Situation extremely happy; but is there an 
honeſt Woman who would for all the Happineſs 
ſhe could form any Idea of, be expoſed to the 
leaſt of the Mortifications I then ſuffered 1 


But let us talk of a more agreeable Subject; 
my Father rejoined, giving Saint- John à Slap 
on the Shoulder; „ let us call for Wine and 
« cheer up our Hearts ; there is no Occaſion for 
« Ceremony here; you may be as free at the 
& Houſe of a Lady of Pleaſure as at a Tavern. 
By what Means could I oppoſe ſo many Out- 
rages ? I funk into a Chair in the moſt bitter 

Grief. Saint-John perceived the Uneaſineſs 
this Diſcourſe gave me, and faid that he had 
rather go to the Tavern over the Way. «Well 
&« then, ſaid my Father, Miſs ſhall go along 
«© with us to keep you Company; for I know 
e that you have been a Wag in your Time, 
e and was always fond of a pretty " 


1 endeavoured to avoid following them as 
much as it was poſfible; but my Father took 
dold of my Arm and dragged me along in fight 
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of myſelf. . Morianne would have endeavoured 
to deliver me ; but I feared a Storm like that 
I had already ſuffered on an Occaſion that had 
ſome Reſemblance to this: I therefore deſired 
her to make no Noiſe, but to ſhut the Doors, 
and wait near the Tavern as long as I ſtayed. 
On my entering it I went into the Bar, and ſat 
with the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, while my Fa- 
ther and Saint- - Fohn drank at a Table cloſe to it. 


I was furprized to ſee Gi Degree the 

Paſlions are capable of degrading us, when we 

deliver ourſelves up to them without Reſerve ; 
for then none of the Means of gratifying them 
appear either unjuſt or mortifying. My Father 
was affable, -polite and fawning to Saint- John; 
the Names of his Companion and his beſt Friend 
appeared too weak to expreſs the Regard he had 
for him, or rather to prevail on him to lend 
him Money; but I ſhould have been leſs aſto- 
niſhed at his thus debaſing himſelf, had I-known, 
that there is no Meanneſs which many of our 

. Men of Quality do not ſcruple to put in ms 
= in the like Caſe.. - 

* 'We had been there near an Hour, when my 
—_ ather, who was already become pretty merry, 
= reſolved to do me the Honour to make me drink 
= - with him; he therefore gave me a Glaſs, and 


To mn wh AS w 


Saint- | 
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Saint-ohn ; and the Hoſteſs was no more EX 
empted from this Ceremony than I. She was | 
tolerably handſome, and I ſaw my Father, for 
the firſt Time, behave with Gallantry. After 
having ſaid many obliging Things, that had a 
TinQure of his favourite Studies, he offered to 
electrize her whenever ſhe ſhould think proper 
but as ſhe had never heard this Word before, 
ſhe imagined that he made her a very different 
Propoſal, and appeared almoſt affronted: I how- 
ever calmed her riſing Anger, by explaining, as 
well as I was able, the Nature of Electricity. 


My F ather, offended at finding a living Crea- 
ture ignorant even of the Name of ſo wonder- 
ful a Property in Matter, aroſe from the Table, 
ſhrugging up his Shoulders, and burſting into 
loud Fits of Laughter, that were very offenſive 


to the Hoſteſs. As to Saint- John, he came to 
inform me that he ſhould go the next Day to 


the Preſident's Country-Houſe, and that he 
would not fail to tell him that he had had the 
Honour of drinking with me at the OY 
Tower. Wd 3c eng 


I could not avoid foreſeeing, that a ey of 
this Kind would greatly prejudice him againſt 
me : I therefore deſired Saint - John, in the moſt 
earneſt Manner, not to mention me to him, 
alluring him that the Preſident would not "if 
24 1 
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of it wi ith Pleaſiiie, fince he had Reaſon to com- 
plain 55 our Family. * Why, replied be, he 
& found your Mother very obliging. I don't 
te ſay this to offend you, Mr. de Vermont, added 
* 2 turning to my Father, for we know that 

7 Men of Learning don't diſturb yourſelves 

& about ſuch Trifles. I ſay, continued he, 
4e that if my Maſter has eſtcemed your Mother, 
& he cannot be diſpleaſed at ſeeing that his Ne- 
"0 Phew has the Daughter. Mr. de Maiſoncourt 
1 is a very gallant Gentleman, and that you 
&« know better than any body elſe, Miſs ; he 
does not amuſe himſelf with electriaing the 
«© Women, does he now ?” 


"My F ather, by calling to Saint-Fobn, to my 
no. ſmall Satisfaction, put an End to his Diſ- 
courſe, and they fat down to drink, not with- 
out frequent Exclamations on the Ignorance of 
the People who knew nothing of Electricity. 
Faint John confeſſed that he had often heard 
talk of it, but that he never could comprehend 
What it meant. While my Father endeavoured 
to explain this Phenomenon, I ſeized the Op- 
Portunity of leaving a Place where I was ſo diſ- 
b ſituated, __ 


whe 6 gave Mr. d. Maiſoicture an Account of this 
Event the firſt Time he came to ſee me. He 
then informed me that he tad obtained for my 
Father 


* 
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Father the Place he had ſpoke to me about. 
« Tis plain, added he, that Mr. de Veriort 
tc is drove to theſe Extremities only by the De- 
e fire of gratifying his reigning Taſte ; you 
vill then, ſince he is provided for, be for 
ever ſecured from the Danger of ſuffering the 
e like diſagreeable Adventures: In regard to 
& your Fears in relation to my Uncle, you may 
& be perfectly eaſy on his Account; for he is 
& ſetting out for his Country Seat, where he 
« ſtays a Month, and takes with him Mr. a+ 
4 'Berville, who will * us * 1 
« ner. 5 


[Buell ws vet 5e. at the End of the Humi⸗ 
liations for which I was reſerved. The Chevas 
Her, whom I bad known at Mrs. Deſboruer 8, 
endeavoured to diſcover the Place of my Abode: 
he got Information where I was, and I was one 
Day aſtoniſhed at ſeeing him enter in ſpight of 
Marianne, who refuſed to give him Admiſſion. 
« ] don't know by what Right you require Ad- 
e miſſion here,” ſaid I, enraged at the Rude- 
neſs with which he had treated my Servant. 
« How ! ſaid he, coming up to embrace mes 
« you think then to impoſe upon me by that 
Air of Dignity. Go, Child, I know your 
« Affairs as well as you do yourſelf ; and 1 
% D 3 laughing very heartily, when Tre. 
2 cc collect 
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calle that 1 have ue een Ne wr'es 
treat you with ſuch Delicacy. Are you not 
. Mui ſoncourt's Miſtreſs ? continued he, chuck- 
ing me under the Chin; he is not here, is 
4 he? Well, I will be his Subſtitute. A Muſ- 
„ quetier is as good as a Counſellor; here's 
« Gold, ſend and get « Supper for us. EP 


* don't imagine, Sir, ſaid I, with a Voke 
dif with Anger and Fear, that you have 
any Right to come and inſult me in my Apart- 

2 N ment; and if you don't immediately depart, 
| you may repent of your treating me in ſuch a 
Manner. At this Marianne proteſted that ſhe 

would go and call Aſſiſtance: When he re- 

plied; in an Air of Raillery, Here me, Child, 

4 don't be ſuch a Fool as to bring yourſelf into 

« Trouble; if you oblige me to make a Noiſe 

„ here, you will expoſe yourſelf and your Ser- 
<, vant to the Danger of going to lodge at 
. ge. Martin's; I think you had better accept 

« of the Propoſal I make you: Therefore go 

& quietly, and do what I bid you: You won't 
& be ſorry for it, for I pay like an Abbẽ TWO 
« of my Companions are waiting in a neigh- 

„ bouring Coffee-houſe, while I am come to 
& «. reconnoitre the Place: I would have them 
. ſee that you are richly deſerving of the Incli- 


* of an honeſt Man; and I am in- 
- $$11009. * ”Y chanted 
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_ *+..chanted at finding you more handſome than 
c ever. You will find, that if you are not a 
« Fool, we ſhall paſs a Part of the Night very 
ce agreeably. He then turned to his Servant, 
and ordered him to go and bring the two 
other Muſquetiers he had mentioned; and 
then turning to me again, he added, 4 
+ propos, carry your Complaiſance now to the 
« Height ; and ſend and get for us two of your 
«© handſome Companions, that each of us may 
cc have one. I ſet out to Night for Flanders, . 
. and I would take my leave of Paris wude 
& glorious Frolic.“ | A935 


Taeerrified as 1 was at this Diſcourſe, I had 

the Preſence of Mind to reply that I would not 
go far; but that. if he would fit down I would 
ſearch the Houſe for what he wanted. 'I'was de- 
lighted at finding this Pretence for running 
down to Mrs. de la Salle ; but no ſooner" en- 
tered the Room where ſhe was, than I ſhut'the 
Door in the greateſt Terror. I could ſcarce * 
plain the Reaſon of the extreme Diſorder I eg 
in; however, Mrs. de l Salle was ſoon in 
formed of it, by the Account Mariamus came to 
give us, that the three Men were in my Apart- 
ment, and that they threatened to deſtroy the 
Furniture if I did not ſpeedily return. We had 
none but Women n Houſe, and a 
9 we 
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— — ourſelves: up' as care- 


fully as poſſible. They would have ſent for the 
Watch; but I prevented them, from a Fear 
chat this Step would make the Affair more pub- 


lie. The Chevalier, enraged at finding I had 


eſcaped from him, abuſed Marianne, over- 
turned a..Tea-table covered with very fine 
Ohina, broke a Glaſs, tore the Window-Cur- 
tains; and ſtabbed with his Sword a Picture 
drawn with Crayons, that had been preſented 
me by Mr. de Maiſoncourt. The Neighbours 
avho ould have oppoſed: them could not ſuc- 
ceed ; for being ſupported by his two Friends 
and their Domeſtics, they all went away before 


| they were 7 to ſize mn 


dil Ae ee . a Ae 
ta aſk his Advice how to behave ; but the only 


Anſwer he made, was by telling Marianne that 


he hoped ſhe would conceal the leaſt Circum- 


dance of what had paſſed with the greateſt Care, 


and deſire me to wait for News from him. 1 
waited. indeed till Midnight, but to no Purpoſe, 


and Edid not ſee him till late the next Day. I 


could not help reproaching him for the Coldneſs 
be ſnewed on ſuch an extraordinary Occaſion ; 
when he replied before Myurianne, that he was 
not: ſo guiltꝝ as I imagined, ſince he was obliged 


great 


* 
W + 
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t Diſtinction, and that it was neceſſary he 

Kai facrifice his own Repoſe, and the Ine 
tereſt of his deareſt Friends, to the Duties of 
| his Employment. The Manner in which Fre- re: 
ceived his Excuſe let him ſee that I was not at 
all ſatisfied with it: But as ſoon as, We werg 
alone, he added, I believe I may now give 
« you an Account of my Conduct. It 
4 nine o O'Clock laſt Night When! received N . 
4 Letter. I immediately ſaw what I had todo; 1 he 
<< gave ſuch Orders to my Men as were 557 | 
<< to raiſe a Belief that I ſhould go to B | 
& ten, on Account of the Cauſe I was to re- 
te port the next Day. My Coachman Alone | 
et was intruſted with the Secret, for he is a 
Ws Man on whom I can, ſafely depend; I or- 
be dered him to take out my Poſt-Chaiſe under 
44 ſome Pretence or other, and to go and wait 
10 for me. As ſoon as my Servants had | Reaſon 
40 to believe me aſleep, 1 went out of my Gar- 
% den Door, with a Deſign to ſpeak with the 
* Chevalier. At Midnight, I faw him come 


out on Horſeback with | a, Domeſtic, who 75 


« ran before him. I followed him, and the 
« Moon ſhining, very, bright, I did. nat loſs 
* fight of bim a, Moment. When, we were 
about a League from the City, and I ſaw his 
<« Servant at a ſufficient Diſtance, I ſeized this 


7 Marenga by M.. * 4 : 
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*# ko ey me, he gueſſed what I had to ſay to 


cc him, and prepared with a very good Grace 


| & to make a Reply: The Converſation was 


& not long, I returned to Bed without being 
te perceived, and this Morning [ have reported 


& EN Cauſe,” _ 


* 
Q a * 
of " - 


1 Gmbled at this Relation, and durſt not 


| aſk bim the leaſt Queſtion ; For I was in an In- 
i ſtant ſeized with the moſt dreadful Apprehen- 


fions leſt he ſhould be wounded ; but the Tran- 


- quillity with which he ſpoke to me gave mg 


Courage ; however, I was going to reproach 
him for his having, to revenge me, thus ha- 
zarded a Life that was dearer to me than my 
own, when Mr. Deſbordes ſent up his Name; 
On his entering the Room he told me that hg 
was come to beg my Pardon for him who had . 


0 grievoully offended me; © the Chevalier's 
L Friends came yeſterday, ſaid he, to inform 


, me of the Complaints you had to makg 

& againſt him, and I ſee that there are ſtill left 
dc the Traces of his F ury, I don' t doubt, dir, 
4 added he, looking at Mr. d Maiſmictirr, 
4 but that Jou would purſue this Affair very 
. watnily ;' but by an Event, which nobody 
& can yet re- you are already re- 
venged. I am juſt now arrived from St. 


* Humus, where 1 left the Chevalier "wounded 


« in 


3 


1 
er in two Places, by a Man whom he will not 
6 name, and of whom he gives the higheſt 


« Praiſes. I hope your Generoſity will be 
« moved by the Unhappineſs of his Situation. 
« Though there is more Folly in his Beha- 
« yiour, than any ſettled Deſign to injure you, 
Jam ſenſible that he has deſerved your Re- 
« ſentment : I durſt not mention the great In- 
4 tereſt I take in his Concerns; you know that 
« I am his beſt Friend, and I beg the young 
Lady would be my Advocate, for ſhe will 
« doubtleſs ſ uffer herſelf to be moved * my. 
« Entreaties.” 1 : 


Mr. de Maiſoncourt appeared at firſt enexora- 
ble; but this was only the better to remove all 
Cauſe of the Suſpicion he might have of him. 
In ſhort, being touched by Mr. Deſbordes's, 
Arguments, we took in concert, the neceſſary, 
Meaſures to ſtifle this unhappy Affair. The. 
Chevalier recovered of his Wounds, behaved. 
afterwards with more Diſcretion, and became a 
Friend to him who had e him for his 
Imprudence. xt 


Though I trembled 3 to re 
the Danger Mr. de Maiſoncourt had run, I was: 
delighted at my having received ſuch: a ſtrong 
Proof of his Love; but the Satisfaction I felt 
from it, did not compenſate for the Uproar the, 


teas had rade g at ay Lodgings. It orgs 


ft fs 


OY 
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= . ai fincemy: having conſented to-make uſe of 
the Ali ſtatice of the Man I loved, every thing 
had united to-puniſh me. I would no longer 
ſuffer che Uncaſineſs to which I had been from 
this time expoſed, and therefore took «fre Re- 
ſolution to quit the State I was in. 


2 Whatever Efforts y you make, ſaid 1 to Mir. 
de Matfoncourt, to place me in a State of 

cc Phat illity, my Parents will always believe 
that they have a Right to diſturb me, as long 
& as Appearances are againſt me: You muſt be 
« ſenſible” that if I keep up a Correſpondence 
« with a Man in a State ſo ſuperior to mine, 
an continue to live alone, their Menaces 
« will always appear to be juſt, *Tis true Mrs. 
ec d la Salle has for ſome Time paſt made no 
ct Scruple of giving me her Company 3 for the 
« Manner in which I behave has convinced her 
1 Of che Innocence and Purity of our Friend- 
« ſhip ; but that is not ſufficient to ſatisfy my 
6c Delicacy, and undeceive the Public. It is 
« ſaid that the Teſtimony of our own Con- 
« ſcience is ſufficient to render us bappy ; but I 
«every Day perceive that there is a Neceſſity for 


e adding to it the Eſteem of thoſe about us. Our 


&- Reputation depends on the Opinions of others, 
and not on our own; and can we be happy 
1 while we know oy pf we lie under the Suſpi- 
"7 cio of leading an irregular Life? I would 
< then» 
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* then, ir, In order to quit's State in wp ch L 
« have already ſuffered ſo many Diſgraces, renew 
cc my Endeavours that my Grandfather may not 
5 die before he has eſtabliſned us in our Rights, 
« in ſuch a Manner as to ſecure the Effects of 


de the Good-will he has already ſhewn to us. If 


my Father will not give himſelf the Trouble 
&« to accompliſh it, cannot he make over his 


« Powers to you? There muſt certainly be Laws 
_ « that prohibit Obſeſſion and Tyranny, and my 


<« Brother-in-law ought not to continue unpu 


c niſhed, while he keeps a Perſon in his Power 


« who has perfectly recovered his Senſes. I have 
already entertained Hopes of owing the Reco- 
& very of my Fortune to your Zeal to ſerve me, 
« Perhaps the new Attempt that I propoſe will 
cc be more ſucceſsful than the firſt, If it be ne- 
ie ceflary to ſue | my- Siſter and her Huſband, as 
c you are more ſenſible than any one elſe of the 
ce Juſtice of my Cauſe, I hope your ſupporting it 
cc will: be attended with Succeſs ; and till my 
c Fate be determined, I entreat you to be at the 
« fame Expence in ſupporting me in a Convent, 
cc as you are at here. This is the only Means of 
6 ſheltering me from the Effects of my Mother's 
cc Reſentment, and my Father's Menaces. They 
may either of them be led to make uſe of vio- 
ce jent Meaſures againſt me; and tho' they ſhould 
W Vr fear of ſuffering will always be 
O 2 « ſufficient 
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* —_ . all bony ar 
Life.“ TY 
Mr. Aber was obliged to baſic, that 
the Part I propoſed was the only one I ought to 


take. If any thing could increaſe my Confidence 


in him, it was the generous Manner in which he 
conſented; to ſatisfy me, even at 2 of 
his Love. d ente © 3 Lale. 61 
We found ſome Difficulty in accelerating my 
Entrance into a Convent, when he perceiving 
the Uneaſineſs this Delay gave me, O Con- 
cc flantia, faid' he, how cruel is this Deſire to 
& jeave me! Does it give you Pain to think of 
« the trifling Services T have done you? They 
ce would perhaps be leſs diſagreeable did they pro- 
<« ceed from another Hand.” „Was this the 
4 Cuſe, replied I, you would have a Right to 
etc charge me with Injuſtice. Do you think I 
would receive the leaſt Aſſiſtance from you, if 
4] did not love you; or fly from you, if I could 
<« live without Danger in the State I am in? The 
<« Enterprizes of my Parents are perhaps what I 
of oughit leaſt to dread .. Tou ſhall never have 
© any thing to fear from them, ſaid he with 
4c Eügerneſs, Þ know how to ward off all the 
te Blows they can level againſt you; and as to 
«me, the diſtant Reſpect with which I have 
e hitherto'treated you, ought ſurely to diſſipate 
0 * Fears Is not this the beſt Security 
ioo. 4 2 5 for 
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« for my Conduct? If you had the leaft: Love 

e for me, added he, ſighing, would you have ſuf- 

« ficient Strength, ſufficient. Courage, to form 

« and execute Reſolutions ſo oppoſite to the Sen- 

« fations of my Heart, as thoſe are that I ſee you 

„taking? You ſay that you love me, but no 

« Part of my B. Juſtabeg.the run 
&« ſions you have of me.“ 


The Preparations for the Cauſe: the 
laſted ſome time; and during this Interval we 
lived in a Manner that gave me no Reaſon te 
complain of Mr. de Mai ſancourt s Behaviour. We 
had generally with us Mr. de Berville and Mrs. 
de ba Salle, a Woman of an excellent Character, 

and a well cultivated Mind. We ſpent our Af- 
ternoons without calling in the Aſſiſtance of play 
to paſs away the Time; we communicated to 
the Society the Effects of our reading; the Anec- 
dotes of the Day, and News from the Theatres, 
frequently afforded us very entertaining Subjects 
for Converſation. Mr. de Berville ſometimes did 
us the Honour to conſult us on the Plan of ſome 
agreeable Piece. At other Times Books of Wit 
were the Subject of our Diſcoui ſe. Sincere Friend- 
ſhip, innocent Mirth, and the unreſtrained Over- 
flowings of the Heart, filled up our Time. We 
ſometimes went together to Places of public Di-. 
verſion, and at others took a Walk. Happy Days, 
only deſigned perhaps to give me. a Taſte of Fe- 
; O 3 ltcity, 
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n that for the reſt of my Life I might have 
a keener Senſe of its Loſs, 
I very rarely ſau / Mrs. de la Chaiſe fince Mrs. 


de la Halle allowed me her Company. Mr. de 
Miaiſoncourt had made the Remark, and indeed 


1 myſelf had recollected, that her Company 


could not fail of doing me hurt, and ſhe herſelf 


was not ſorry that I ſeldom viſited her. Mr. Du- 


tertre at laſt unhappily diſcovered her Fondneſs 
for the young Count, and after having ſeveral 


| Times complained of it to no Purpoſe, entirely 
left her; and all the Meafures ſhe took to repair 


her Loſs proving ineffectual, ſhe was ſoon reduced 


to a State of Indigence. On this Occaſion I went 
to ſee her, in order to offer her ſome Aſſiſtance, 


both from myſelf. and Mr. de Maiſoncourt,. but 


ſhe denied herſelf ſeveral Times; and I plajnly 
faw, that the Reaſon of her acting in this Man- 


ner procceded from her dreading the Mortifica- 


tion of appearing before me in a State of Indi- 
gence. I then wrote to her, but ſhe returned me 
no Anſwer; and at laſt I was informed that ſhe 
zhad changed her Lodgings, and was gone to con- 
-ceal her Poverty in the Suburbs, where it was im- 


.-poffible for me to find her. This is generally the 


End of all who reſemble her; but tho' this was 


te natural Conſequence of Vice, and there was 


a kind of Juſtice in her Fate, I could not refuſe 
wy Tears to her Misfortunes 3 for the Services 


2 . A ſhe 
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he hs rendered me will age Li agar ar. 
Meat. i; | od 


It was not e S 
enjoyed became imbittered. The Siſter to the 
Lady who was propoſed to Mr. de Maiſoncourt 
died, by which Means ſhe that ſurvived became 
a better Match than he could reaſonably hope for; 
and yet this Event did not change the Diſpoſitions 
of her Relations in his Favour. The Preſident 
being informed of their Perſeverance, preſſed him 
more warmly than ever to give him a deciſive An- 
ſwer, threatening him with his warmeſt Reſent- 
ment if he perſiſted in his Refuſal, and again of- 
fering to reſign his Office to him, and to make 
him Heir to all he poſſeſſed if he accepted his 
Propoſal. Mr. de Mai ſancourt had the Generoſity 
to conceal from me the Perſecutions he ſuffered; 
but I was informed of them by Mr. de Bervilk, 
My Apprehenſions from the Preſident's Threat- 
enings now revived, and- I formed the Reſol 
tion of ſacrificing my Claims on the Heart of 
Maiſoncourt to the Deſire of ſeeing) him rich, 
happy, and inveſted with one of the firſt; Ranks 
in the Magjſtracy. What Injuſtice would there 
be, ſaid I to myſelf, in hindering the Advance- 
ment of a Man who loves' me? Why ſhould I 
take Advantage of his Weakneſs ? This would 
be to puniſh him for having intereſted himſelf in 
my Misfortunes. I ought to love him for him-+. 
_ and to bis Happineſs. ſacrifice my OWN. : Oh 

0 04 what 


| 69 | 
what Advantage could I receive from it, ſhould 
hecondeſcend to offer me his Hand ! Should I not 
always reproach myſelf with having hindered his 
enjoying the Advantages that were offered him, 
with having aſſociated him to my Misfortunes, 
and deprived him of Part of the Reſpect he before 
enjoyed! Let me then endeavour to perſuade him 
to comply with his Uncle's Will; and if my new 
Projects, in relation to my Grandfather, fail of 
Succeſs, I will entreat him to allow me a mode- 
rate Penſion in the Convent I am going to enter. 
I will there continue free as long as I live, em- 
ploy myſelf only about him, love none but him, 
and never give to any other Perſon a Heart which 
he alone is 3 to e Such were 11 
anten took. N 


We were then ene of Sar z 
0 therefore reſolved, before I entered the Con- 
vent, to make me take the Air, in order to dim. 
pate the Melancholy that conſtantly hung upon 
my Spirits. We agreed to begin our Walks by 
Boulaane Wood: Mr. de Berville was to accom- 
pany us the firſt Day, and Mrs. de la Salle was to 

- bewith us every Time after: But ſome unfore- 
ſeen Affairs prevented Mr. de Bervilles keeping 
his Word. Mr. de Maiſoncourt came to inform 

me of i it, and to tell me at the ſame time, that 
there was no Neceſſity for deferring our Walk 

Lat firſt expreſſed great Reluctance againſt going 
With him alone; and my * ſeemed to fore - 
£9 bode 
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bode the Regret I afterwards felt for not having - 
perſiſted in my Refuſal : But the whole of his 
Behaviour till this Time gave me a: 4 ; 
and I yielded to his Perſuaſions. 


Tho' I had but little Gaiety at firſt, I could 
not help being ſoon ſenſible of the Charms of this 
Walk. Mr. d- Maiſoncourt never appeared fo 
gay and ſo tender as he did this Day, and never 
did he appear leſs dangerous: I could not have 
thought myſelf more ſecure in the Company of a 
mere Friend. The Solitude of the Place, the 
Shade, the refreſhing Coolneſs of the Air, the 
agreeable Verdure, the Singing of Birds, his Dit 
courſe, his Preſence, all ſeemed to conſpire to 
give me Confidence and Gaiety. Several Ex- 
preſſions eſcaped me that were more tender than 
any thing Thad (4id to him till that Time: Thoſe 
he uttered had never yet made ſuch an Impreſſion 
upon me. We walked till I was wearyy and. at 
laſt ſate down in the midſt of a large level Green, 
to hear the Linnets, which ſeemed as if they had 
agreed to form there a moſt melodious Concert. 
They talk of Love, ſaid Mr. de Maifoncourt, 
* and defy you to ſing of yours with equal Ten- 
„ derneſs.“ T reſolved to prove; that if T eould 

not equal the Sweetneſs of their Songs, I had at 
leaſt a Heart as tender as theirs, and began a ſhort 
Air, which was ſo expreſſive, that I had never yet 
dared to ſing it before him. He gave me the 
greateſt Praiſes ; he gathered wild Flowers, and 
placed them in my Hair: In exchange L made 


O 5 | bim 
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* him a Noſegay, and s ic witb my o Hand, 
which he kiſs'd with Tranſport. The Emotionhe 


gave me ſoftened him till more, he choſe other 
Flowers, which he ſaid were more beautiful than 
thoſe I had before, and more capable of forming a 
finer Contraſt with theWhiteneſs of my Skin; he 
even pretended that they were worthy to adorn 
my Boſom, and, without conſulting my Will, 
placed them within my Stays. An Enchantment 


more, ſtrong than Reaſon itſelf, doubtleſs, pre- 


vented my perceiving his Boldneſs. Why is it 


' Impoſlible to efface from my Memory this Proof 


of my Weakneſs ? 


I however was chiding him for his Raſhneſs, 
when liting up my Eyes I perceived an Eccleſi- 


aſtic who was reading, and who turned from us 
to avoid being a Witneſs to a Paſtime conducted 


with ſo little Decency; and my Shame redoubled, 
when at the Side of an Alley, whither he re- 
tired, I ſaw him again, and knew him to be Mr. 
le Franc. His Prefence alone covered me with 
Confuſion, and made me ſenſible how guilty 1 
was in having behaved with ſuch Imprudence. I 
fell into a deep Reverie, and my Gaiety was ſuc- 


ceeded by a mournful Silence. Virtuous Perſons 


haveReaſon to fly from me, ſaid I at laſt, with a 


_ deep Sigh, ſince I was on the Brink of becoming 


1 deſpicable as a Woman can be. Two Rivulets 
of Tears ran from my Eyes; Mr. de Maiſon- 
court ſaid whatever he thought capable of reſtoring 

„ atone * _—_ me —_ his Fault 


Wo and 
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all our Inclinations! You ſee, Madam, that I do 


bpof a Viutue that another would believe, and an- 
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Aan te It is not you, Sir, ſaid I, whom I 
sought to reproach, but myſelf. Iwill, however, 
« puniſh myſelf for my Weakneſs, and hope this 
will be the only one I ſhall ever have to re- 
* proach myſelf, with.“ 1 


We gotto bis Coach, where! fate in thegreateſt $ 
Conſternation ; and my Deſpair was redoubled 
at the Remembrance that Mr. le Franc had ſeen - 
me in cloſe Converſation with a Man in the moſt. - 
retired Part of a Wood. Happy ſhould I have been 
if this Humiliation, painful as it was, had been the 
only Puniſhment Heaven had reſerved for me. . 


I deſired Mr. de Maiſancourt not to go up Stairs 
with me: He begged to know when he might 
come to ſee me, and by how long an ExiteIwoul& . 
make him expiate the Crime he had committed. 
I could make him no Reply, and we parted, each 
of us filled with an equal Conſternation. Alas! 
F little thought that this Separation was to laſt : 
for ever. 


In vain would J paint the hana in which 
I paſſed the Night: How many Reſolutions did 
I take, both againſt the Author of my Uneafineſs - 
and myſelf; and what was my Impatience at find> - 
ing myſelf in a State that would not admit of our 
freely delivering ourſelves up to theIndulgence of 


not ſeek. to impoſe upon you by the Oftentation. . 
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4 Part; 1 conſeſs without Shame, that Flight alone 
c an ſave us from the Danger which a Woman 


of Senſibility always runs, with a Man fo tenderly 
beloved, and fo worthy of it, as Mr. de Maiſoncourt. 


I he next Morning I ſent Marianne to him 
with a Letter, filled with the moſt preſſing Intrea- 
ties, to haſten my Entrance into the Convent. 
Scarce was ſhe gone, when I received a Card, by 

. which I was informed of the Death of my Siſter- 
in-law's only Son. Heaven, doubtleſs, puniſhed 
her for her Injuſtice, by ſo ſenſible a Stroke. I 
was not ignorant, that the Deſign of making this 

Child a rich Heir was the Motive of the Tyranny 

"exerciſed on Mr. de Vermont : His Death there- 
fore gave me the moſt pleaſing Hopes; but 
how ſoon were they diflipated | I heard a Coach 
ſtop at the Door, I ſay the Prelident enter my 
Apartment: His Preſence threw me into a Diſ- 
order, which his Diſcourſeonly ſerved toaugment. 
I have now, ſaid he, on his entering the 
[66 Room, got certain Information of your Con- 
duct. Till this Moment I have yielded to the 

Arguments made uſe of in your Favour ; but I 
ee that you are not contented with preventing 
my Nephew from becoming the moſt happy, 
“sand the richeſt Man of the Long Robe; you 

4 deceive him with falſe Appearances of Vir- 
bc tue. You pretend to tender and ſublime Senti- 
ments, and yet give yourſelf up to the baſeſt and 
2 . My Men found you at 


** 
* 1 


* 
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4 Tavern: Muſqquetiers reſort to ſee you: This 
cc is too much: have taken the juſteſt Meaſures 
& to puniſh you for all your Artifices, and to 
c make you repent of ſporting ſo cruelly with a 
« worthy Man.” On ſaying this he threw open 
the Saſh, and gave. a Signal to a Perſon who bad 
gain behind in Cn $7 31 55 408 e207 

I would have juſtified myſelf ; but all the No- 


tice he took of me, was to order him who en- 


tered to perform un 2 — 
Pelagius. ane en lem 


The Terror with which I was ſeized was fo 
great that I was ready to faint; when the Preſi- 
dent cried, . Let's have none of your Grimaces 
< if you do not immediately ſhew your Obedi- 
& ence, I will order you to be taken away by the 
6“ Guard. Give the Gentleman your Hand, and 


« get into the Coach. - You ſhall be reſtored to 


t your Liberty when my Nephew is married, and 
& you have conſented to the Conditions that ſhall 


ce be offered you. To prove that I am juſt in the 
“ midſt of my Reſentment, I have given the ne- 


« ceſſary Orders to prevent your being put among 
the unhappy Creatures who reſemble you. Mr. 
de Marſoncourt ought not to reproach me with 
<< ating leſs generouſly with reſpect to you, than 
© he did with reſpect to your Mother, when ſhe 
left me; I would honour the Object of his 


Wed a 4 


« Paſffion, even when 1 give her the Chaſtiſement * 
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Thad got the Power to anſwer a ſingle Word, 


but ſuddenly refleting that I ſhould perhaps ne- 
ver ſee Mr. de Maiſoncourt again, I begged Leave 
to enter my Cloſet, for Limagined that while I was 
in my Priſon, they would take away the Picture 
of him for whom I was condemned to it; I there- 
fore made haſte to put it in my Hair, and to place 
it in ſuch a Manner as to prevent its being ſeen. 
The Hope of preſerving, at leaſt the Figure of a 

Perſon ſo dear to me, took up my Thoughts more 
than my Misfortune, and in ſome Degree reſtored 
the Calmneſs and Serenity of my Mind. No, ſaid 
Ito myſelf, I am, not unhappy, my Priſon will 
become dear to- me while I ſuffer for him for 
whom Iwould give my Life. Ithen returned, and 
without ſpeaking to the Preſident, or even looking 
at him, followed the Officer: However, I was no 


- " ſooner alone in my Cell, than my Mind became 


ſenſible of the full Extent of my Misfortune. 
+ What have I then done fo criminal, ſaid I, as to 
deſerve ſuch a ſevere Chaſtiſement as. that I ſuffer ? 
Is there ſo great a Crime in loving the moſt ami- 
able of Men? And is this Crime of fo henious a 
Nature as to make it neceſſary for Heaven to pu- 
fiſh it with the Horrors and Ignominy of a Pri- 
+ fon? What an Example am I for young Perſons 
- who find themſelves expoſed to the fame Dangers 
I haye run! What a School for Women, whether 
they conſider the Efforts I have made to deliver 
* myſelf from the Snares that have ſurrounded me, 
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ä 
er whether they trace back the Evils I have en- 
dured, from the Moment in which I wanted the 
Reſolution to refuſe @ fu peel 


Theſe gloomy Reflections did not prevent my 
ſometimes fixing my Attention on the Diſpoſition 
I was then in with reſpect to Mr. de Maiſoncourt. 
If they knew, ſaid L, the Reſolutions I have form- 
ed, they would not think they had a Night to make 
uſe of Violence to force me to renounce him; but 
I find that I ſhall loſe the Merit even of thoſe Re- 
ſolutions they will not believe that I have been 
capable of them. In the mean time, added I, look- 
ing at his Picture, they are going to marry him; 
is it poſſible for him to ceaſe to love her who has 
ſeemed to poſſeſs his whole Heart? Will Wealth 
render him happy ? Where will he find a Heart 
like that of Conſtantias? What other Woman 
can know the Value. of ** * W all the 
Affection he deſerves ? | 1 
The Preſident I found had b given Orders 
in my Favour ; in this Place, deſtined for Tears 
and Repentance, I did not ſuffer the cruel Treat- 
ment thoſe deſerve that are ſhut up for notorious 
Crimes: I lived ſeparate from them; but in this 
Society they are ſo accuſtomed to rigorous Pro- 
ceedings, that I had frequently Cauſe to lament 
the Unhappineſs of my Fate. I continued to en- 
tertain Hopes that Mr. de Maiſoncourt would be 
able to penetrate into the Myſtery they would 
| Goabllcl make of my Confinement, I myſelf 


1 3 x ſtrove. 
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ſtrove th find the Means of informing him of it; 
but the Orders that had been given were ſo ſtrict, 
that I ſoon loſt all Hope of ſurmounting the Ob- 
ſtacles that lay in my Way; for I was afraid, that 
if any of my Attempts ſhould be diſcovered, they 
I therefore reſigned myſelf to the Care of Provi- 
dence, and endeavoured to rely on the Affiftance 
and Protection of the Supreme Being. I frequently 
indulged the Satisfaction at looking at the dear 
Picture I preſerved; and. in theſe ſoft Moments I 
bedewed it with my Tears, and impreſſed a thou- 
land Kiſſes on the ſenſeleſs Features of him 1 
loved: With what Care did I conceal this pre- 
enn 18 


My Priſon was rendered leſs diſagreeable by an 
Acqua intance I made with the Baroneſs de Ger- 
ville, whoſe Retreat ſome Years ago to St. Pelagio 
has made ſo much Noiſe. She knew that the moſt 

vertain Means of affuaging the Grief of the Un- 


happy, was to engage them to relate the Subject of 
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their Diſtreſs. I informed her of all the Particulars 
of my Life, and the Reaſons that had occaſioned 
my Confinement. My Hiſtory gave her an Eſteem 
for me; and I defired her in my Turn to inform 
me of the true Motives that had led her to the 
Place where I found her. 10 


175 *Lar am not f ufficiently y ſure ofn my 8 he 


n e to enter upon ſo long a Detail : I will, 
40 however, 
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« however, ſatisfy yourCurioſity : And as I write 
« with great Freedom, I will one Day put into 
« your Hands an exact Account of the true Rea 
« ſons of an Event, on which the World has 
© made ſuch falſe Conjectures. This Lady kept 
her Word ſome time after, and as I believe that 
you will be delighted at knowing the Truth of ſo 
curious an Anecdote, I ſend you her Memoirs. 
My Application was not confined to the keep- 
ing up an Intercourſe, from which I received as 
much Improvement as Satisfaction; but I trove 
to render myſelf as' agreeable to the Superior ad 
poſſible: One Night when I was with her, a Per- 
ſon came to inform her that a Woman in the laſt 
Extremity defired to ſpeak to her before ſhe died 
and it was added that this Woman edified all 
about her, by her Sentiments of Piety, and all the 
Marks'of a true and ſincere Repentance. 


Whatever bore the Impreſſion of Grief and 
"Sadneſs, had, with reſpect to me, an invincible 
Attraction; I therefore deſired the Superior to do 
me the Favour to let me accompany her, and ſhe 
granted my Requeſt. The Bed to which we were 
conducted, had no other Light than what pro- 
ceeded from the Lamps in the Hall, and it was 


ſurrounded by many Perſons on their Knees, who 


ſeemed greatly moved by the Diſcourſe and State 
of the ſick Woman. The Superior no ſooner en- 
tered than going up to her Bed nde, ſhe aſked what 


ſhe would have. « Alas? 


(26) 

66 Alas; Madam, faid the, in a faint Voice, i it is 
42 Favour that can alone mike me receive the 
Stroke of Death without Regret. My State 
«affords you an Example of the Puniſhments 
* Heaven reſerves for thoſe, who, like me, have 
lived a Life of Vice. But Ithank God for having 


given me Time to ſee and lament my Errors. I 
et adore tie Goodneſs that has afflicted me; I fee 
« without regret my Members ſucceſſively pe- 

“ riſhing, and Death advancing to top the Source 
« of Life. There is but one Object that binds 
5 me to the Earth; but how dear is ſhe to me | I 
et haye left a Daughter; God grant that ſhe may 
© never follow my wretched Example! Do you, 
© Madam, inform her of the State inwhich I die: 
4 Deſcribe the Grief of a Mother that has; with 
ea Nſpect ta her, violated all the Duties of Nature, 
« and who, after having ſhamefully abandoned 
cc her, has wickedly endeavoured, to delude her, 
W; and to lead her into a State of the vileſt Depra- 
« ity : Terrify her, by letting her know into 
« what a State my Crimes have led me. 


She was unable to proceed. As ſoon as I heard 
* ſpeak of her Daughter my whole Frame ſhud- 


der d. The Sound of her Voice, tho' it was very 


weak, had reached my Heart; I advanced trem- 
bling: ILlooked at her with an eager Inquietude: 


Ie her Name. O my Conſtantia! eried ſhe, 


„ eee dove Heaven permit me 
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* (1267) 
« to ſee again my Daughter before I expire ? But | 
& where do I ſee her!” I caſt myſelf upon her; 1 
claſped her in my Arms, drowned in Teats: 1 
called her a thouſand "Times my W _ 
held her in a cloſe Embrace. F. 
The Superior fearing: ſuch Agitations would 
become fatal to her, cauſed us to be ſeparated; and 
I continued on my Knees by the Side of the Bed, 
with my Face reclined on my Mother's Hands. 
All were in Tears, all were ſilent; my Mather 
alone was heard by her inceſſant Signs. 
„ hope, ſaid ſhe at laſt, after ſeveral Times 
4 endeavouring to ſpeak, I hope the Wrath of 
6 Heaven begins to be appeaſed, ſince I am per- 
«© mitted to embrace my Child before I die: But 
my dear Daughter, how come youbytheKnow- 
« ledge of the Place of my Confinement Have 
t you been. told-that the Abbs's Family fant me 
ec hither ? Are you ftill worthy of the Advice I 
« deſired the Superior to give you? Where is my 
e Huſband ? Can I throw me at his Feet, and im- 
4c plore his Pardon for all the Offences I have 
committed againſt him ? Can I ſatisfy thoſe 
<< who, have been ſhocked: at my Conduct by a 
c public Repentance? Make haſte to anſwer my 
0 Queſtions, for I feel that I have but 2 
eto live.“ 
by MyReply was loſt upon her; med e ; 
ſpeaking when her Head ug 


Fd 


(48) | 
| ſhefell into Convulſions. I hafted to give her 
every Aſſiſtance in my Power. I covered her with 
my Cloaths. I brought new Heat into her Hands 
by the Warmth of my own. I held her in my 
Arms: I would have recalled her to Life, by 
giving her half of mine. 
Vain Efforts ! fruitleſs Hope Gay nee 
that ſhe was no more; tho? I ſtill endeavoured te 
aſſiſt her. My Affliction was extreme: They 
forced me from her, and carried me into another 
Room, where I lay two Hours in a State of Inſen - 
ſibility. The Superior was affected with my Con- 
dition; and ſince this Event I have received ſin - 
gular Proof of her Goodneſs. O how much am 
Lobliged to her ! To her I owe the Honour and 
Advantage of your Protection. The Eulogiums ſhe 
frequently made before me, of your Compaſſion 
For the Unhappy, emboldened'me ſo far as to de- 
Fire her to ſpeak to you in my Behalf, and to put 
you in mind, that I had already been aſſiſted by 
your Bounty. Happy Moment ! whichIdoubtleſs 
* Lone to conſider as the Period of my Misfortunes. 
But permit me, Madam, to entreat that one 
- Favour may be added to what you have made me 
| expect from your Generofity : I make a Requeſt 
on which my Repoſe, and perhaps my Virtue de- 
pends: Could I have the Courage to make it at 
cher Time? If you procure me my Liberty, 
I Hewen fuffers me to live to enjoy it, conde 


„ ſcend 


"| 20g ) 

* FOE yourſelf the Trouble of oblig- 
ing me to act agreeably to my Principles, and my 
true Intereſt, Suffer me not to ſee a Man for 
whom you know I have fo ſtrong an Inclination: 


Be ſo generous as to ſave me from my on Weak- 
neſs, for you are ſenſible how great it is. When a 
Girl is ſo unhappy as to have. a Heart like mi 

ſhe has no other Means of Safety but by Flight 


and I am perſuaded, that in this Caſe the wiſeſt 
Woman is ſhe who truſts leaſt to her Virtue. _ . 


M8 At the Moment, Madam, when I was 
going to ſend you this Part of my Juſtification, 1 
was taken ſodangerouſly ill, that it was not thought 
adviſeable to hazard any Remedies till I had had 
the Aſſiſtance of a Phyſician for the Soul. I re- 
ceived this News with the Reſignation which 


every one ought to feel who is reduced to the State 
Iamin: And 


indeed, Life has nat ſuch Charms 
for the Unhappy, as to make them dread the Ap- 
proach of Death: I therefore prevailed on the du- 


perior to ſend for Mr. l Franc: But could I have 

foreſeen, that while deprived of all Conſolation, 
while abandoned by thoſe who might have been 
dear to me, while diſhonoured by a ſhameful Im- 
priſonment, and languiſhing under a Diſeaſe that 
appeared mortal, I could poſſibly find a new Sub- 
je& for Grief? This, however, was what I have 
NG e rom ll ene in wo 
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ary A it Aw A 1 ae 
Mr. I Front, . iryRdF whr 
baue eſteemed moſt'crintival, my Love for Mr. de 

Mai ſincourt. This Senſation appeared to me ſo 

pure, and he who was the Object of it ſo worthy 

of Efteem, that I was inclined to conſider i it rather 
1 4a Virue than a Crime; but he repreſented j it in 
3 190 different Light, and abſolutely inſiſted on 
my ſending, him his Picture, which I had ſuch a 
_ Deſire to keep. 1 had not Courage inſtantly to 
mates ſogieata Sacrifice. I deſired him to give me 
Tine to come to a Determination. I durſt not 
. ite yu theParticulars of all the Struggles 1 have 
F F on this Account. It is ſufficient | 
chat Itell you, after having bathed the PiQure with 
m Tears, Thave at length, t. tho with the utmoſt 
 Reudahce, encloſed it in this Packet, which 1 am 
dent e ire th you in ths Paglence of Mr. K 
5 ant, Asit is very probable that I fall not now 
1 125 Advantage of any other Inſtance of your 
|  Goodnels, condeſcend, Madam, to grant me the 
N l to reſtore this Picture to him that gave it 
12 and to add that of communicating to him theſe 
* * Memoirs. He will ſee. by the Tears with Which 
aper has been ſprinkled, howmuch it has col 
- me 46-promile never more to love the only Man 
3 rn nN Quali- 
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